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Martial arts ace shop manager prevents robbery 


KARATE EXPERT 
FOILS RAIDERS 


By David Cosgrove 


AXE-WIELDING robbers who 
tried to smash through a shop 
window were foiled by the 
store’s manager - a martial 
arts expert. 

Cashbrokers in Halesowen was tar¬ 
geted by the two would-be thieves, one 
of whom was armed with the weapon. 

Have-a-go-hero Henry Hunter, aged 55, was 
serving a customer when he noticed the at¬ 
tempted heist, screamed at the balaclava-clad 
pair and ran out to confront them. 

They got away in a dark blue BMW before Mr 
Hunter could reach them. 

Mr Hunter says ‘the toerags’ were lucky he 
didn’t get his hands on them. 

The father of five is a black belt in karate, 
judo and kendo, and a grandmaster in aikido. He 
trained with Budo of Great Britain at its base in 
Stirchley, Birmingham through the 1980s and 
90s and has also trained firefighters and police 
officers in self-defence. 

He said: “At the end of the day him having an 
axe didn’t worry me. If I could’ve got out there in 
time I would’ve taken my chance - that doesn’t 
bother me. I know I would’ve hit him first before 
he could’ve hit me.” 

The two men pulled up outside the pawnbro¬ 
kers in Queensway at around 10.30am on Tues¬ 
day. 

Weapon 

Another staff member was replenishing the 
stock in the window when one of the would-be 
robbers ran up to the glass and struck it six or 
seven times. 

The bullet-proof windows managed to with¬ 
stand the force of the weapon. 

Mr Hunter’s attempts to confront the pair 
were slowed down by the security doors fitted at 
the shop. Just as he got through the second safety 
door the pair fled, dropping the axe on the pave¬ 
ment in the process. 

“I screamed at them and ran around to the 
other side to get out through the security doors,” 
said Mr Hunter, who lives in Bromsgrove. 

“By the time I had got through the doors they 
had dropped the axe and got into the car. 

“Then they sped off towards the bus station.” 

Although the shop window managed to repel 
the robbers, they inflicted £1,500 worth of dam¬ 
age. 

Mr Hunter described the pair as being clad 
head to toe in dark clothing, and said they were 
in a dark or royal blue BMW 5-Series. 

A West Midlands Police spokesman said they 
were trying to trace the car involved. 

Anyone with information is asked to call 101 
or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. 



The moment the axe-wielding thug tries to smash his way through the premises - in broad daylight 
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The axe was left behind as the offenders fled 


We’re still open, customers told 


Have-a-go hero manager Henry Hunter 


TRIBUTES 

Crippling disease 
takes father’s life 


A GRANDFATHER struck down with Motor 
Neurone Disease has died - just seven 
months since diagnosing himself after 
watching the Stephen Hawking biopic. 

Paul Whyley, aged 62 began to realise 
he had the same debilitating condition as 
Professor Hawking when he watched the 
Oscar-winning The Theory of Everything. 

Jayne, the grandfather of four’s devas¬ 
tated wife of 40 years, was forced to leave 
her job to care for her husband, and paid 
tribute. He died on October 17. His funeral 

0 service was taking place 
yesterday (Wednesday) 
at Stourbridge Cremato¬ 
rium. 

Mrs Whyley, 59, of 
Hagley, said she had 
been astonished by the 
outpouring of support 
from friends and family 

Paul Whvipv after her husband’s pass- 
Kaui wnyiey jng She sajd; „ pau| was 

amazing throughout the whole process, 
he never ever complained. He just took it 
in his stride.” 

Before his diagnosis in March, Mr Why¬ 
ley had noticed difficulty controlling his 
fingers, problems moving his arm and 
had suffered a number of trips and falls. 
Doctors failed to come up with a diagno¬ 
sis. However, when he saw the film about 
Hawking’s life, he began to realise he had 
the same symptoms and tests with a neu¬ 
rologist confirmed Mr Whyley’s fears. 

The father of two died with his wife and 
daughter Lauren at his bedside. His eld¬ 
est daughter Heather, 36, flew back from 
Colombia the day after her father’s death. 


PETITION 


Chance to question 
council over cuts 


AN online petition has been launched op¬ 
posing plans to close Dudley Museum and 
Art Gallery under cost-cutting measures. 

The petition, already signed by more 
than 700 people, has been launched at 
website 38 Degrees. 

Cuts include closing Dudley Museum 
and Art Gallery and cutting opening hours 
at libraries, with jobs set to be lost. 

The public can quiz council leader Pete 
Lowe about proposals tonight (Thursday) 
from 6-7pm via a special online forum. 

• Axe - Page 3 
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Civic society bid to boost town pride 


A NEW civic society could be set up in Dudley in a 
bid to promote and protect its heritage. 

Steve Briscoe has revealed plans to create a 
Civic Society for Dudley with hopes of bringing 
the community together to discuss ideas for re¬ 
generation. 

Speaking about the plans, he explained how he 
wants to portray Dudley in a positive light. He 
said: “Dudley does not get enough recognition 
and it would be great if we could get all businesses 
and main attractions working together to form a 
group and promote all the great things about the 
town. We do not want this to be a political entity 
and we want no negativity. 


“We want to gather ideas of what people want 
to see happen in the town. So far I have had in¬ 
terest from a few people, including a businessman 
and Councillor Pete Lowe, who thinks this would 
be a really good idea.” 

Plans of holding workshops and events in the 
town are also in the pipeline. 

Mr Briscoe, who is also chairman of the Friends 
of Buffery Park, spoke of how he felt passionate 
about giving the town a voice. 

“A town like Dudley with all its rich history 
leaves us with the question as to why it hasn’t 
had a civic society for a long time,” he said. 

“Lots of local people are proud of the town and 


we want to get people together to celebrate what’s 
good about it. Ultimately, the aim is to provide an 
independent voice for our town and its people.” 

Dudley town centre has been the focus of major 
regeneration over the past few years. 

The £10 million Castle Hill project, using Euro¬ 
pean funding, was hailed as the start of a new era 
with the zoo, Black Council Living Museum and 
Dudley Canal and Tunnel envisaged as a major 
national tourist attraction. 

A £6.7m Dudley Market revamp also saw trad¬ 
ers move into new stalls this year. 

For more information on the proposed civic so¬ 
ciety visit dudleycivicsociety.com 


Saudi cash will fund 
college's development 


DUDLEY College will help cre¬ 
ate three new colleges in Saudi 
Arabia after securing a lucrative 
multi-million pound contract 
with the Middle Eastern king¬ 
dom. 

It has won a three-year deal to men¬ 
tor Saudi staff, creating three colleges 
in the country. 

Teams of between 10 and 15 staff from 
the college will be based in Saudi Arabia at 
the new institutions over the initial three 
year period. Staff will work alongside Saudi 
teachers in improving the performance of 
the new colleges, including best practice on 
teaching and the curriculum, English lan¬ 
guage skills and leadership training. 

Dudley College principal Lowell Williams 
said: “The college has been successful in 
being awarded three capacity and capabil¬ 
ity building contracts in Saudi Arabia, two 
male colleges and one female, where our 
staff will work alongside the Saudi college 
staff to improve their capacity. 

“The total value of these contracts is £18 
million over three years. Income from these 
projects will support the ongoing capital de¬ 
velopment of the college in Dudley. 

Opportunity 

“We see this as an exciting opportunity 
for both Dudley and education in Saudi 
Arabia, as this supports the country’s vo¬ 
cational training reforms.” 

The news comes alongside growing con¬ 
cern about Saudi Arabia’s record on human 
rights after it emerged Karl Andree, a 
74-year-old UK citizen, has been sentenced 
in the country to 350 lashes for possession 
of alcohol. 

Earlier this month Prime Minister David 
Cameron scrapped a £6m deal for the 
British Ministry of Justice to train Saudi 
Arabian prison staff amid criticism of the 
kingdom’s human rights record. According 
to Amnesty International, Saudi Arabia 
executed 102 people in the first six months 
of this year. 

Mr Williams added that while aware of 
those issues, the college could not comment 
on individual cases. He said: “In agreeing 
to take assignments in Saudi Arabia, Dud¬ 
ley College Worldwide consulted closely 
with the Foreign and Commonwealth Of¬ 
fice and UK Trade and Investment.” 


Centre opens doors for learners 



Head of Stourbridge College Wendy Stevens in the new IT Suite 


A £615,000 independent living cen¬ 
tre has opened its doors to students 
at Stourbridge College. 

It has been built to support stu¬ 
dents with a disability or special 
educational needs. 

Based at the college’s art and 
design centre in Brierley Hill, it 
includes a living unit with kitchen, 
dining and bedroom areas. 

Bosses say this will enable stu¬ 
dents to gain a range of skills in¬ 


cluding budgeting, planning menus 
for a healthy lifestyle and carrying 
out home maintenance. 

The new centre was opened by 
Dudley Council’s chief executive 
Sarah Norman. 

Confidence 

She said: “We are delighted to 
support this unit, which we know 
will encourage learners to develop 
greater confidence in themselves 


and their abilities. The learners de¬ 
serve to be in the best possible en¬ 
vironment for success and they are 
sure to thrive in these exceptional 
surroundings.” 

Wendy Stevens, head of Stour¬ 
bridge College, said: “The centre 
provides a safe environment for 
our students to develop their skills, 
while allowing them to work along¬ 
side fellow learners in an atmos¬ 
phere of tolerance and trust.” 


Restaurants 
to come at 
Castlegate 
leisure park 

WORK on a £5 million project to build 
four new restaurants and cafes in Dud¬ 
ley will start next month, the developer 
has announced. 

Around 80 jobs will be created by the 
scheme which will see a Hungry Horse 
pub, a Costa Coffee cafe and a KFC res¬ 
taurant built on vacant land at Dudley’s 
Castlegate Business Park, off Birming¬ 
ham Road. 

A fourth unit will also be constructed 
on the site, owned by the Homes and 
Communities Agency, with bosses at 
developer Stoford hoping to attract an¬ 
other restaurant to the complex. 

Stoford director Dominic Stokes said: 
“This is an exciting project which sup¬ 
ports the development of Castle Hill and 
Dudley town centre by providing com¬ 
plementary visitor facilities. 

“We expect work to begin on site in 
November and the businesses could be 
trading by summer 2016.” 

Regeneration 

Dudley Council leaders have wel¬ 
comed the plans as a boost to the ongo¬ 
ing regeneration of Dudley. 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed said: 
“This scheme provides job opportunities 
for local people while complementing the 
exciting and innovative developments 
we have already put in place or are in the 
pipeline in Dudley town centre, includ¬ 
ing the multi-million pound investment 
in the market place and the expansion of 
Dudley College. 

“Our ambition is to make Castle Hill a 
major regional destination.” 

MR set for talks 
on Caparo crisis 

A BLACK Country MP is to meet with 
the Business Secretary for talks about 
the steel industry crisis. 

James Morris, Conservative MP 
for Halesowen and Rowley Regis, was 
among politicians, business and union 
leaders who met at Birmingham City 
University as part of a taskforce. He will 
now talk with Sajid Javid directly. 

Some 1,700 jobs are under threat in 
the Black Country after Caparo Indus¬ 
tries entered administration. Mr Morris 
said it was important an action group 
was established to try to save Caparo . 

Caparo Industries, part of the wider 
Caparo group owned by Lord Paul of 
Marylebone - Chancellor of the Univer¬ 
sity of Wolverhampton - is the biggest 
manufacturing business in the Black 
Country. 

Task group set up 
as refugees arrive 

A TASK group has been launched in 
Dudley ahead of the borough welcoming 
20 refugee families fleeing Syria. 

The group will be led by the Dudley 
Council for Voluntary Service. It will 
co-ordinate voluntary sector provision 
for the new arrivals. 



UPTO 
75% OFF 


ABLE & BROMLEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WARE HOUSE 

Sofa’s, Vinyls 
and Laminates ^ ^973 


Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 

PLUS FREE FITTING ON SELECTED RANGES 

Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

C : www.ablecarpets.co.uk 

FREEPHONE I 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


• Quarry Bank • Stourbridge 

• Lye • Pedmore 

• Wollescote • Brierley Hill 

• Kinver • Wordsley 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5815270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



Homeclad 



■ • FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 « 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE i 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 



Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pot -IQfll 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cuffing and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 











































































Academies 
paying for 
patrols 'will 
save money' 

ACADEMY schools have enough mon¬ 
ey to pay for their own lollipop men 
and women, Dudley Council’s finance 
boss said after the proposal was put 
forward as part of multi-million cuts. 

The cash-strapped council no longer 
wants to foot the bill for school cross¬ 
ing patrols at academy schools, which 
it has no influence over. 

Academies are independent of coun¬ 
cil control and receive funding directly 
from the Department of Education. 

Council bosses say savings must be 
found to stop the Labour-run author¬ 
ity from going bankrupt, blaming the 
Government for reducing its grant. 

Finance member Councillor David 
Sparks said making academies pay 
for their own school crossing patrols 
was another area where cash could be 
saved. The changes are due to come 
into force from next April. 

But he suggested academies would 
not be forced into the move. “This is 
not us saying ‘we don’t agree with 
academies so we are going to charge 
them for crossing patrols’,” he said. 

“They get an amount of money to 
fund things like crossing patrols.” 

Dudley councillor Ken Finch be¬ 
lieves paying for lollipop ladies would 
not be much of a stretch for most 
academy schools. 

The Labour councillor said: “Acad¬ 
emy schools, as someone who was on 
a seat of governors for many years, 
have got finances. They will probably 
be able to afford it. 

“As long as we have got traffic pa¬ 
trols, that is the main thing. We have 
got to consider the safety of pupils.” 

Bid to save club 
suffers setback 

CAMPAIGNERS fighting to save the 
old Halesowen Members Club have 
been dealt a blow after planning boss¬ 
es raised no objections to proposals to 
knock it down and build a Lidl super¬ 
market. 

The council’s senior planning pol¬ 
icy officer David Piper said the dem¬ 
olition of the building was unlikely to 
have an adverse effect on the area. 

He added the building has been 
identified as making a ‘negative con¬ 
tribution’ to the quality of the town’s 
historic built environment. 

It comes as a blow to campaigners 
trying to save the Hagley Road venue, 
formerly the Halesowen Labour Club. 

Around 80 people have signed a pe¬ 
tition and objections from residents 
nearby have also been lodged. 

Arsonists caused 
church hall fire 

FIRE chiefs have confirmed a blaze 
that destroyed a church hall in Row- 
ley Regis was started deliberately. 

Three crews attended the building 
next to Knowle Methodist Church, 
Dudley Road at 2.45pm last Friday. 


Eyesore block fetches £800k at auction 



Cavendish House - £800,000 sale 


AN eyesore office block which has 
blighted the Dudley skyline for years 
has been sold for £800,000 after going 
under the hammer at auction. 

Dudley Council has said talks are 
already under way with the new own¬ 
ers of dilapidated Cavendish House. 
Officials said proposals were now ex¬ 
pected to take a ‘huge step forward’. 

The identity of the buyer has not 
been confirmed with officials from 
London auctioneers Allsop, which car¬ 
ried out the sale, saying only that the 
building had been bought by a ‘local 
property company’. They confirmed 


the complex had fetched £800,000 
when it went under the hammer. 
This was less than the guide price of 
between £1.2 and £1.5m. 

Previous owners Abstract decided 
to put the office block up for sale as 
Dudley Council favoured the £50 mil¬ 
lion Porters Field project submitted 
by developer Avenbury. 

Bosses from the company said they 
wanted to concentrate on projects 
other than in Dudley. 

Former owners Abstract said they 
were pleased the building had been 
sold and believed the complex would 


still play an important role in the re¬ 
generation of that part of the town. 

Director Chris McPherson: “Caven¬ 
dish House is a key piece in the jigsaw 
for proposals submitted for that part 
of the town centre.” 

If successful, the Porters Field pro¬ 
ject would see restaurants, shops and 
houses built alongside a supermarket. 

Under that scheme, Cavendish 
House would be demolished to allow 
for a modern store and a stylish public 
piazza. Officials say the project would 
bring in an estimated 500 jobs. Aven¬ 
bury was unavailable for comment. 


Reduced library hours 
as museum faces axe 


OPENING hours will be reduced at 
libraries across the Dudley borough 
under new proposals for the future 
running of the service. 

Many libraries will also become single 
staffed under proposals put forward by 
Dudley Council bosses. 

Cuts would also be made to opening hours at 
the borough’s archives centre in Dudley. 

Councillors have been advised to approve 
a plan to establish a Libraries, Archives and 
Learning Mutual, which would involve the 
services being run by council employees, inde¬ 
pendent of the authority itself. Councillors and 
volunteers will also be invited to get on board. 

If given the nod, the changes would begin 
to come into force from next April, with single 
staffing to be introduced to all libraries during 
mornings apart from main libraries in Dudley, 
Brierley Hill, Stourbridge and Halesowen. 

From April 2017 library opening hours 
would be reduced. Dudley’s archives centre, 
which opened in 2013 at a cost of £6m, would 
also have its weekly opening hours slashed 
from 41-and-a-half to 30-and-a-half. 

Committed 

Councillor Rachel Harris, cabinet member 
responsible for libraries and archives said: “We 
are committed to delivering high quality ser¬ 
vices to our existing customers and at the same 
time providing opportunities to widen access to 
community services.” 

Conservative opposition leader Councillor 
Patrick Harley said: “It shouldn’t be the de¬ 
cision of the council to reduce opening hours. 
The council should set up the new delivery 
model and then hand it over and let them de¬ 
cide how to run it.” 

The news follows the announcement that 
Dudley Museum and Art Gallery is to close, up 
to 275 council jobs are to go and council tax 
to rise in a bid to save £20m over three years. 
Public toilets, dog bins and gritting lorries 
could also be in the firing line. 

Finance boss Councillor David Sparks said 
the council had to take tough decisions. The 
museum closure, as well as cutting opening 
hours at the Red House Glass Cone in Words- 
ley, could save more than £750,000 by 2018/19. 

But Keith Turley, chairman of the Dudley 
Society of Artists, said: “I am horrified.” 

Steve Briscoe, who is behind plans to estab¬ 
lish a new Dudley Civic Society described the 
cuts as a ‘kick in the teeth’. 
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Surprise 
party has 
Marion 
in pink 


Marion Griffiths, who is marking 25 years as a volunteer, at the annual 
pink day at the White House Breast Cancer Care group, Dudley 


WHEN breast cancer sur¬ 
vivor Marion Griffiths was 
given the all clear, she de¬ 
cided to do something for 
other women who were go¬ 
ing through the same expe¬ 
rience. 

Now 25 years on, she has 
been recognised for her ef¬ 
forts helping people through 
their ordeal. 

The ladies at the Breast 
Cancer Care group who 
meet each month at the 
White House Cancer Sup¬ 
port centre in Ednam Road, 
Dudley, showed their appre¬ 
ciation for Marion by throw¬ 
ing her a surprise party. 

Her achievement co¬ 
incided with the group’s 
annual pink day, which is 
held every October to raise 
awareness of breast cancer. 

The group, made up of 
around 30 women, has 
played an important part in 
helping people get through 
breast cancer, offering sup¬ 
port and encouragement. 
All the members are able to 
share their own experiences. 

Marion, aged 68, said: 
“It’s an absolutely fabulous 
group. We talk and offer 
help and encouragement. 
We have all come out the 
other side so it gives them 
help and encouragement.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
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Homes pledge to 
bring more cash 

CASH-STRAPPED Dudley Council 
has said it will aim to ensure 1,000 
homes are built every year across 
the borough until 2019 to bring in 
much-needed money through council 
tax payments. 

They have targeted council tax as a 
way of bringing in more cash and will 
seek to push through developments 
over the next three years. 

Finance boss Councillor David 
Sparks said: “One of the borough’s 
huge strengths is the fact that it is a 
desirable and attractive place where 
people want to live.” 

College promotes 
a digital future 

HALESOWEN College will be step¬ 
ping into the digital future for its open 
events this November. 

The Whittingham Road campus will 
be open from 4-8pm on November 6 
and from 10am to 4pm the following 
day for potential students to check 
out the state-of-the-art facilities and 
range of courses on offer. 

Principal Keith Bate said: “The 
college is at the forefront of including 
new technology in its teaching and 
facilities to enhance learning and pre¬ 
pare our students for higher education 
and the needs of employers.” 

Memorial work 
now under way 

WORK to install a restored war me¬ 
morial at its new location in Woodset- 
ton is under way. 

The monument, which stood out¬ 
side Mount Tabor Church for many 
years, will be sited further along Sedg- 
ley Road West. 

New engraving has been etched 
onto the memorial and workers have 
begun putting the memorial in place. 
Councillor Keiran Casey said: “We 
wanted to have it in place in time for 
Remembrance services this year.” 

Ex-welder Sean to dish 
out a barrel of laughs 

A BLACK Country comedian will 
headline Can Comedy’s next Barrel of 
Laughs night in Lye. 

Former Dudley welder Sean Per- 
cival, who also writes comedy scripts, 
will perform his stand-up act at 
Sadlers Brewhouse and Bar on the 
Conyers Trading Estate, Station Drive 
on November 25 from 8pm. 

Also appearing will be Michael 
Crump, who starred in Lenny Henry’s 
recent comedy drama Danny and the 
Human Zoo. 

Chef curries favour 

A CHEF from Halesowen has been 
voted one of the best curry cooks in 
the UK. Kayum Ali, executive chef at 
Spice Fusion in Long Lane, was one of 
40 cooks to receive official recognition 
for their contribution to the curry in¬ 
dustry at the Curry Chef of the Year 
Awards. 
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THE BEST OF ■> 

PETERRHODES^j^ 

GREAT inventions of our time. A reader reports a BBC 
local news webpage informing us that a cyclist involved in 
a crash was wearing “see-through cycling glasses.” They 
are definitely the best sort. 

BEHOLD, a bright new golden age dawns between 
Britain and China. China’s President Xi and his wife get 
three nights in Buckingham Palace, a ride in a golden car¬ 
riage and a meeting with William and Kate. Chinese tour¬ 
ists get cheaper travel visas to visit Britain. We Brits get 
a new nuclear power station which won’t be finished until 
2025 and will then produce electricity twice as expensive 
as it is now. You may call this a great leap forward but it 
looks to me like China’s revenge for the Opium Wars. 

LAST Wednesday was the exact date that Marty McFly 
and the Doc travelled to in the movie Back to the Future 
II. Cue nostalgic smiles from TV and radio presenters, a 
rash of celebration parties and 
the overuse of words such as 
iconic and ground-breaking. 

All today’s hype (“The World 
Celebrates” - Guardian, etc) is 
based on the assumption that 
everybody not only loves the 
Back to the Future trilogy but 
remembers them word-perfect- 
ly. Include me out. They may 
be moderately entertaining and 
have a certain cultish appeal but they’re not 
exactly Star Wars, are they? 

BILL Bryson declares in his new book, The Road to 
Little Dribbling, that Britain was at its best in the early 
1970s, having achieved ‘a kind of perfection’. Really? 

I must have missed it. In 1971 I found shirts at Preston 
market for a bargain £3, while a new tyre for the car was 
£6. The catch? I was earning less than £12 a week. In 
today’s global, cheap-as-chips world you cannot begin 
to explain how much it cost simply to feed and dress 
ourselves in the 1970s. 

IT is estimated that the new power station at Hinkley 
Point will produce enough electricity to supply six million 
homes. It it undiplomatic to ask how much of this electric¬ 
ity will be consumed by Chinese tourists? 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Traders' Sunday best 
for market success 


TRADERS are hopeful its promising Sunday 
Market start will continue until Christmas af¬ 
ter a successful opening last weekend. 

For the first time in its history, Dudley Market wel¬ 
comed shoppers on a Sunday and stallholders hope 
interest will continue to grow as the weeks progress. 

It comes after traders took over responsibility for the 
day-to-day running of the market from Dudley Council. 


They said the market had 
been busy in the morning 
and while it had slowed 
down later in the afternoon 
people had continued to 
visit during the day. 

Len Lenihan, chairman of 
Dudley Market Traders Ltd 
which has taken over run¬ 
ning of the market, said it 
had been a strong start. 

“To say it was the very 
first time, it went really 
well and everyone is very 
confident it will grow as it 
gets closer to Christmas,” 
he said. 

Increase 

“Everyone is very pleased 
with the response. Now we 
can build on it.” 

Mr Lenihan said around 
half of the available stalls 
were operating on Sun¬ 
day. This is expected to in¬ 
crease as the weeks go on. 
Shoppers Sarah and Simon 
Townend, from Dudley, said 
they thought the market 
opening on a Sunday in the 
run-up to Christmas was a 
good idea. 

Sarah, aged 50, said: “I 
think it will be a real boost 
for traders and visitors.” 


By Lee Watton 

Trader Jo Forrest who 
was running a stall with her 
sister Jessie Powell said: “I 
think the market is gener¬ 
ating a lot of interest and 
events such as this help 
that.” 

Dawn Cope, 33, from the 
town, was at the market 
with her family. She said: 
“I think a lot of people will 
take advantage of the same 
opportunity once more peo¬ 
ple know about it.” 

Trader Wendy Farmer, 
who sells clothing for young¬ 
sters and has traded from 
the market for 25 years, said 
it had been a really promis¬ 
ing start. 

Deputy Mayor Council¬ 
lor Mohammed Hanif was 
pleased to see the town busy 
on the opening Sunday. He 
said: “I think it’s an ex¬ 
cellent move forward, not 
only for Dudley but for the 
borough. It’s great to see 
independent businesses and 
markets being given the op¬ 
portunity to thrive and have 
the chance to do well.” 



Customers Sarah and Simon Townend with stallholder Len Lenihan 



Dawn Cope and her family enjoy the Sun- Traders Jessie Powell, Wendy Farmer 
day market with face painter Steph Craig and Jo Forrest on Wendy’s baby stall 


Museum's 
entrance 
designed 
for pupils 

A NEW £150,000 entrance 
for school pupils arriving at 
the Black Country Living 
Museum has been opened. 

Museum bosses said the 
entrance would further im¬ 
prove links with Dudley Zoo 
and Dudley canal tunnels. 

Guests attended the 
launch of the new entrance 
which is accessible via a new 
link road off Tipton Road 
near Dudley Archives. 

It encompasses a sin¬ 
gle-storey brick building 
that has an inside function 
room, covered outdoor area 
and toilet block. Cast iron 
window frames and gas 
lamps are also in-keeping 
with the museum. 

The build has been two 
years in the making and 
was funded by the European 
Regional Development Fund 
and also The Connie and Al¬ 
bert Taylor Trust. 

The museum’s head of 
learning Mel Weatherley 
said: “This part was com¬ 
pletely overgrown before 
and school trips were being 
organised on the car park. 
This will make it a lot easier 
for a range of activities to 
take place.” 


Zoo donation 

THREE chinchillas have 
been donated to Dudley Zoo 
after their owner developed 
an allergy to them. Meeko, 
Tink and their daughter 
Lady have been handed over 
to the presentation team in 
the Discovery Centre at the 
Castle Hill attraction. 


Having: recently moved to new 
1 premesis, we here at Bowjangles 
have undergone a complete 
refurbishment. 




* Gold & Silver Jewellery 

* Watches 

* Diamond Rings 

* Pre-Owned Rolex’s 
+ Jewellery Repair 

& Cleaning Services 

* Replace Missing Diamonds 

* Watch Servicing & Batteries 


Pay NO Commission on 
™ ANY Currency Available 



We still offer the best 
exchange rate around 
on ALL currencies. 
Adjusted daily 


We are now paying 
over scrap on all 
re-sellable Gold... Silver 
& Diamond Jewellery 




Find us on Facebook at 

BoiyjanglesJewellery 


V 

WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 


Highly skilled craftsmen are 
ready to take on any repair project, 
or simply a service of a 
treasured timepiece... 

Simply pop in and we will give you 
a FREE estimate. 


INSPIRATIONAL 3e Inspired 

FIRES A FIREPLACES T 


Official stockists of { 

On ?.4r n • 


p 1 


i j 

j 

J 


j3V 



Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 

H Tel: 0121 429 3186 r 

Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm fc 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 
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■r Replace the ^ 
Existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
k room you can use . 
\^all year round^A 




Li. 


Angela Daniels, aged 61, from Halesowen, with Tommy Mundon memorabilia 


Sisters Angela Daniels and Jill Hughes, who are compiling a book of memories of Tommy Mundon 


Magic Mundon memories 


TIME is running out for fans of a Black Country 
comedian to share their stories about him. A 
pair of writers preparing a book about Tommy 
Mundon are approaching their deadline. 

Retired teacher Angela Daniels, of Halesowen, and 
her sister Jill Hughes are writing a book about the 
comic, who died last year aged 80 following a long bat¬ 
tle with Parkinson’s Disease. 

The pair have been compiling stories from people who 
knew Tommy, but the deadline is the end of the month. 

Mrs Daniels encouraged anyone who wants to share their 
tales of the comic to send them over before it is too late. 

The 61-year-old said: “It’s people’s last chance to send 
their stories over. The response has been very good and I’ve 


certainly got lots of things to put into the book. We don’t 
want people to miss out on their chance to send their sto¬ 
ries to us - so that’s why we wanted to give them one final 
reminder.” 

She added: “We knew Tommy in two different ways, he 
was a family friend and our parents are actually godparents 
to his children, but we also performed with him. 

Blessing 

“We went to his funeral and whilst we were there we re¬ 
alised just how many people had stories about what a great 
man he was, everybody had their anecdotes.” 

Mrs Daniels and Mrs Hughes performed with Tommy in 
the 1970s. 

Mrs Daniels said they approached Val Mundon, Tommy’s 


widow, who gave them her blessing. The pair are now looking 
for stories from anybody who ever spent time with Tommy to 
add their memories to the book. 

“We have no writing background, so whilst it will tell the 
story of Tommy’s life it will focus more on tributes from oth¬ 
ers,” Mrs Daniels said. 

“We are collecting tributes now and we expect the project 
to take around 18 months. 

“He was a comedian in all senses of the word. Many co¬ 
medians are quite serious when they are not on stage but 
Tommy had this ability to make you laugh whenever you 
spoke to him.” 

Anybody wishing to contribute to the book or to raise 
money for Mary Stevens Hospice, can email angelaandjill@ 
gmail.com or call 0121 550 3221. 


m* 


Tommy with comedy star Ken Dodd 


t-m am 

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON NOVEMBER INSTALLATIONS 


No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 
completed 


Windows 

M 


Doors 


Orangeries^ tLorcnes; 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Fasciasf&l Soffit rBoards 


Guardian 

Warm Root 


VERY 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


Repair 

Service 

Available 


Every window and 
conservatory is custom made 
to the most rigorous quality 
standards you will find in the 
industry. 

No other company in the 
area has more experience 
and know how than Rydale, 
and that’s why we have 
been in business for more 
than 30 years. 


ULTIIE SECURITY GUARANTEE 

i i ■ 


Rydaleitakejsecurity, 


very seriously h d 


tigh ; entity 


on ALL products 


Make the RIGHT decision this Autumn and give Rydale a ring... 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 


Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Sunday Closed 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Leaders 
force the 
issue on 
diversity 

WHAT would you say is your biggest con¬ 
cern about policing at the moment? 

The fact they are closing down police 
stations in half of the Black Country? 
Or maybe the police chief who said we 
should not automatically expect the boys 
in blue to come running when we have 
been affected by something so trivial as 
a burglary. 

Then there is the proliferation of speed 
cameras financed by the booming indus¬ 
try of “speed awareness courses”, where 
motorists pay £90 to spend the day being 
patronised by tedious public-sector types 
to avoid getting points on their licence. 

However, it appears that Home Secre¬ 
tary Theresa May believes there is a more 
pressing issue. A lack of diversity in the 
ranks. I must admit, I was a bit worried 
about that, too. All those sleepless nights 
agonising about diversity targets, they 
take their toll you know. 

Mrs May says not one of the 43 forc¬ 
es in England and Wales looks anything 
like the community they serve. Now, of 
course, it should be a most basic re¬ 
quirement that the police treat everybody 
equally, regardless of race or religion, 
both when dealing with the public and in 
recruitment. But that should be the be¬ 
ginning and the end of the matter. 

Surely, rigging the recruitment process 
to make forces a perfect cross-section 
of society is taking a sledgehammer 
to crack a nut. If we were really serious 
about having a police force that repre¬ 
sents the society we live in, there would 
need to be far more targets. For example, 
the Health and Social Care Information 
Centre says 66.6 per cent of the UK pop¬ 
ulation are overweight. So our officers 
had better make it burgers and chips in 
the canteen, then. 

Also, around one in every 1,000 peo¬ 
ple has a burglary conviction. Does that 
mean we need a few token house-break¬ 
ers? And what about the 500,000 people 
in England over the age of 90? Old folk 
should be represented too. 

An alternative approach is that we 
could just forget all about diversity, and 
choose the best people for the job, re¬ 
gardless of their background. Controver¬ 
sial, I know, but it might catch on. 

■ ■ ■ 

ANOTHER little ray of sunshine comes 
from those fun-loving funksters at the 
National Institute for Clinical Excellence. 
They say there is now no safe level of al¬ 
cohol for middle-aged people, and even 
modest consumption of beer or wine for 
people aged 40 to 65 can increase the 
risk of dementia and result in an eventual 
memory loss. 

Meanwhile, the National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence says there is no safe 
level of alcohol consumption for mid¬ 
dle-aged people. Even modest consump¬ 
tion of beer or wine can lead to dementia 
and memory loss. I think. 



Bill in his Suffolk Regiment uniform With his Army compatriots, Bill, seen far right, was a survivor of the Japanese prisoner of war camps Bill seen in later life as a war veteran 


Hero 

long 


Bill who lived a 
and happy life 



Bill Wheale’s widow Ivy and son Roger with a picture of him during the Second World War Bill, left, during a wreath-laying ceremony 


LEE WATTON tells the remark¬ 
able story of former Japanese 
prisoner of war Bill Wheale 
who has died aged 97 


THE horrific scenes he witnessed 
would haunt anyone for the rest 
of their life - but former prisoner 
of war William Wheale did not let 
these experiences define him. 

And tributes are now being paid to the 
great-grandfather from Tipton, who has 
died aged 97. 

Better known as Bill, his family has paid 
tribute to a man with a terrific sense of hu¬ 
mour and whose greatest pride was that all of 
his five grandchildren attended university. 

During the Second World War, Bill’s unit, 
the 4th Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment, was 
taken captive when the Japanese conquered 
Singapore in February 1942. 

He was marched inland to work on the infa¬ 
mous Burma Railway, a military supply route 
for the expanding Japanese empire. 

Fortnight 

And when cholera hit the prison camp where 
he was held, Bill was put to work burying the 
dead. In a single fortnight his squad were bur¬ 
ying 40 corpses a day - and would not be fed 
until the grim task was completed. 

Bill’s son Roger, 69, said while the experi¬ 
ences had understandably stayed with his fa¬ 
ther for the rest of his life he had not let them 
define who he was. 

And unlike many, he was able to tell his 
family some of the details of what he had wit¬ 
nessed and experienced during his time as a 
prisoner of war - although some of the worst 
experiences were pushed to the back of his 
mind. 

Roger said: “He had the occasional night¬ 
mare but was able to move on. He used to 
share some of the things he had experienced. 

“He used to talk about how the jungle was 
velvet black at night and the sounds of the an¬ 
imals were so loud it was like machinery. Then 


a tiger would make a noise and all of the other 
animals would fall silent for a time.” Roger 
said his father had also talked about the lack 
of food given to the prisoners and the methods 
they used to try and get more sustenance. 

“He always used to say dried yak was too 
chewy to describe and on one occasion him 
and three others had captured a vulture to try 
to eat. They boiled it in an oil drum for three 
days and it was still not edible. They decided to 
try and use it as bait but nothing else wanted 
it either.” Bill also spoke of his first meal after 
being freed in 1945. He used to say: “I ate 27 
rounds of bread and butter and five courses of 
every meal.” 

Roger said he had never really known his 
father to worry about anything. “During 
his time as a prisoner of war he had seen 
everything - beatings, decapitations - the true 
harshness of life and death. I don’t think an¬ 


ything else, any other situation, was able to 
hit him in the same way.” After enduring the 
ordeal of cholera, Bill’s right leg became so 
ulcerated that amputation seemed inevitable. 

His mates scrounged a handful of toilet-dis¬ 
infectant crystals. The camp doctor scraped 
the ulcer away to the bone and covered the 
cavity with the crystals. When the wound went 
septic, a handful of maggots was applied to di¬ 
gest the pus. He survived but it was a close- 
run thing. 

Bill’s war ended when the crew of a sub¬ 
marine spotted the smoke from a fire and 
sent someone to investigate. It was August 
29, 1945. He returned home by slow boat so 
did not arrive back in Britain until the end of 
1945. 

Bill married his wife of nearly 70 years, Ivy, 
now 98, in 1946 at Netherton Church. The 
couple had met in Priory Park, Dudley, before 


the war. His best man was friend Norman 
Sargeant. 

He went to work at engineering firm Horse- 
ley Bridge and Thomas Piggott working his 
way up from clerk to transport manager before 
his retirement in the 1980s. 

Bill is survived by Ivy, Roger, other son 
Adrian, 63, alongside five grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. 

He died at his home following complications 
with his heart and his funeral was held on Oc¬ 
tober 15 at Gornal Wood Crematorium. Roger 
said: “He was very proud of the work Horseley 
Bridge did and was most proud that all of his 
grandchildren went to university. He had a 
sense of humour and was not above laughing 
at himself. 

“Whatever situation he was in he never 
seemed to worry. He had seen it all. He will be 
deeply missed.” 


AUTUMN SALE 

Show site open 
7 days a week 


0 

O 

0 

O 


Old Buildings Removed 
Asbestos Disposal 
Base Laying Service 
Free Quotations 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Wooden 

Sheds 



Fitted prices from 

6ft x 4ft £239 
7ft X 5ft £269 
8ft x 6ft £299 


Concrete 

Garages 


Summer 

Houses 


Fitted prices from 
Smgle^Garage f^VjQ Q 

Double Garage oo ooo 
16 ft x 16 ft 


Fitted prices from 

| 7ft x 5ft £575 
8ft x 6ft £685 
8ft x 8ft £745 


Log Cabins 

& Garden Rooms 



Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


Q Huge Range Q Made To Measure Service Q Lined & Insulated Options © Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 
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D-Day heroes back at 
beaches 70 years on 

I m 



Arthur Jones, 89, of Pendeford, Albert Gallier, 96, Bridgnorth, Albert Mobbs, 92, Perton, George Waterfield, 91, 
Lower Gornal, George Griffiths, 90, West Bromwich, Horris Smith, 91, Netherton, and Les Marsh, 91, Halesowen 


THEIR heroics will be re¬ 
membered for generations to 
come. Now D-Day veterans 
have been taken back to Nor¬ 
mandy for the first time since 
1944. 

It all became possible through cam¬ 
paigner Joy Widdowson, who saw a 
piece in The Legion magazine around 
six months ago, calling upon all Sec¬ 
ond World War veterans to take part 
in a ‘once in a lifetime’ opportunity to 
return to Normandy. 

Ten veterans from Bridgnorth, Gor¬ 
nal and Wolverhampton, along with 
their relatives, embarked on the five- 
day trip. The coach went on to pick 
up another 30 veterans from Bristol 
before heading to Portsmouth dock to 
get the ferry. 

The group of veterans paid their 
respects to the fallen at many of the 
cemeteries, including Ranville and Ba- 



Horris Smith, 91, of Netherton, and 
Les Marsh, 91, of Halesowen 

yeux. They were also taken to key sites 
such as Pegasus Bridge, Cafe Gondree, 
Point Du Hoc, Sword, June, Gold and 
Omaha beaches and Royal Marines 
Memorial, where they laid a reef. 

Veterans like Albert Mobbs said 
they wanted to stand on the beaches 
again while they still had the chance. 
The 92-year-old, of Perton, was part of 
the Royal Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers (REME) and was part of the 


Tank Brigade 6th Guard, serving from 
1941 to 1947. 

He said: “The trip exceeded every 
expectation I had. It brought back 
some wonderful memories and it’s a 
trip I would definitely encourage every 
veteran to go on.” 

The trip was run by Arena Travel 
and part-funded by Libor fines paid by 
banks that have rigged interest rates. 

Mrs Widdowson, of Pendeford, has 
been involved in the Royal British 
Legion for 10 years. She said: “I was 
proud of every single one of those men 
getting on that coach. 

“I’m happy to have been part of the 
process in making this happen.” 

Mark Butcher, 47, from Penn, said 
his father-in-law, George Waterfield, 
from Gornal, aged 91, who served on 
the Royal Corps of Signals, had wanted 
to return to Normandy for years. 

He said: “I’m extremely proud of 
George.” 



UPVC CLEANING 


JET WASHING SERVICES 

• GET YOUR DRIVE PROFESSIONALLY 
JET WASHED FROM ONLY £100 

• AREA SANDED & WEEDS KILLED 


• CONSERVATORY AND 
ORANGERIES PROFESSIONALLY 
CLEANED 

• GUTTER, FASCIAS, SOFFITS 
CLEANED AND FLUSHED CLEAR * WE ALS0 SEAL > REPAIR. 

• WINDOW FRAMES AND RELAY BLOCK PAVING 

PORCHES DEEP CLEANED AND PATIO AREAS 




www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 
Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 
Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
Mob: 07979 211302 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT’S* • DISCS • SERVICING 

£27.95 



STANDARD TYRES from 


165/70TR13 ... FROM ONLY £ 29.90 
175/70TR14 ... FROM ONLY £ 38.95 
175/65TR14 ... FROM ONLY £ 27 .95 

£32.99 


PERFORMANCE TYRES from 


185/65HR15 
195/60HR15 
195/65HR15 


HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 


URIDCESTOnE 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Size / Make Price 

195/65 VR15 Bridgestone T001 £53.50 

205/55 WR16 Bridgestone RE002 £58.95 

225/45 YR17 Bridgestone S001 £85.95 

225/40 YR18 Bridgestone S001 XL £95.00 


rv/ies 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Size / Make Price 

175/65TR14 AvonZT5 £37.95 

205/55VR16 AvonZV5 £53.95 

215/55WR16 Avon ZV5 £79.95 

225/40YR18 Avon ZZ5 £85.95 


QUALITY 
NEW TYRES 


WITH PRICES LIKE 
THESE - WHY RISK 
PART WORN TYRES? 


FROM ONLY £ 36.00 
FROM ONLY £ 32.99 
FROM ONLY £ 32.99 

£31.95 

FROM ONLY £ 31.95 
FROM ONLY £ 32.99 
FROM ONLY £ 39.95 
FROM ONLY £ 33.99 

£37.99 

FROM ONLY £ 37.99 
205/50WR17 ... FROM ONLY £ 44.95 
225/45WR17... FROM ONLY £ 38.99 
225/40WR18 ... FROM ONLY £ 38.99 


185/55VR15 .. 
195/50VR15 .. 
195/65VR15 .. 
205/55VR16 .. 


ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 


215/55WR16 


IF YOUR TYRE SIZE IS NOT SHOWN PLEASE CALL US FOR A QUOTATION. TYRE PRESSURE MONITORING SYSTEM (TPMS) EXPERTS. 



MERRY HILL 

Level Street, Brierley Hill, DY5 1UA. 
Close to Merry Hill Centre . . 

Tel: 01384 75555 m 


(S 


A jlLMuty Uc*L yW /TrC-ls Ur. 


WE ARE OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.30am - 6.00pm, SATURDAYS 8.00am - 4.00pm. all major credit cards. V/sa 


Will 

'jssr 


FY 
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AO/ INTEREST FREE PAYMENT 

U /O SCHEME AVAILABLE 


c 'l DINING c 'i BEDROOM FURNITURE 

C 'i BEDS C? ITALIAN FURNITURE 

SOFAS C 1 FLOORING . 

CARPETS C? LIGHTING / 


Deborah Suite 3+1+1 Various Colours - £1299 


I I V U i 


Complete Dining Sets - More ranges to match, 
Walnut or Ivory 


All types of beds/sizes available 


I types of Reclining Suites available 


Hand Made to your specification I Chesterfield Collection in fabric & leather 


[FURNITURE 

EMPORIUM 


Furniture Emporium Unit 2 Eagle Trading Estate 
Stourbridge Road, Halesowen. B63 3UA 
(Opposite Halesowen Football Ground) 

Opening Times 

Mon - Sat 10am to 6pm | Sun & Bank Holidays 11 am t< 


thefuniture-emporium.com 
f 0121 448 4340 




Want to use your conservatory 
all year round? 

Too HOT in 
summer? 

Too SOLD in 
winter? 


Replace your existing roof with a 
Supalite Roof System lightweight 
replacement for your 
conservatory roof 

• Choice of tiles and colours 

• Save energy, conserve heat A 

• Fitting Teams available 

| 

-I MIDLANDS LTD 


25 


SUPALITE MIDLANDS LTD have the solution .... 



J^fo Planning Pexn/ussion. ne-e-de-d.! 


0121 552 0100 / 0800 0075313 


www.supalitemidlands.com / 
sales@supalitemidlands.com 


Heathens hit skids as 
finale is abandoned 



IT could prove to be Crad- 
ley Heathens last-ever home 
meeting - but it had to be 
abandoned with bosses left 
apologising to fans. 

The plug was pulled after 10 
heats of the Knockout Cup Fi¬ 
nal First Leg against Eastbourne 
staged at Perry Barr Stadium last 
Wednesday, with the scores level 
at 30-30. 

Officials said bad weather prior to 
the event had left the track in less 
than ideal conditions. Time then sim¬ 
ply ran out with speedway events at 
the stadium not having permission to 
continue past 10am. 

The result stood going into Satur¬ 
day’s second leg, which a depleted 
Heathens came up short with a 47-43 
defeat. 

“We would like to apologise for the 
unsatisfactory manner in which the 
leg was staged. It was less than ideal 
for such an important event,” said 
club spokesman Andy Pobey. 

Optimistic 

“We would like to offer our sincere 
thanks to all supporters who were pa¬ 
tient during track work and the riders 
for giving it there all in less than ideal 
circumstances.” 

Fans had mixed views on the club’s 
future - though many remained opti¬ 
mistic it would continue. 

The Heathens were plunged into 
crisis when chairman Nigel Pearson 
and club partners Chris Van Straatan 
and Gary Patchett recently announced 
they were stepping down. 

Fan Paul Rose, 44, of Netherton, 
said: “I have been a fan ever since I 
was a child and remember events at 
Dudley Wood back in the 1990s. I am 
optimistic new people will come in. 
Also the club has to move back nearer 
Wolverhampton as that is more suited 


Brothers Andrew and Martin Johnson 

to the fan base.” But Nigel Taylor, 46, 
of Halesowen, said he could not see an¬ 
yone taking on the club. 

“I just can’t see it happening which 
is heartbreaking to be honest,” he said. 

“When races were held in Wolver¬ 
hampton I think it was better. Events 
were packed out. But here in Perry 


Nigel Taylor, aged 46, from Halesowen 

Barr it is just not the same. I can’t put 
my finger on it but the atmosphere has 
just not been there.” 

The Cradley Heathens have been 
thwarted by an on-going search for 
a permanent home after losing their 
home track in Dudley Wood two dec¬ 
ades ago. 



01384 834197 


07927 014217 



The Halesowen 
Cooker & Fire Centre 

Tel:0121 585 7799 
www.gasonspares.co.uk 




We have good stocks of Range & 50cm/60cm Gas 
& Electric cookers, As well as Gas/Electric Fires. 
We Also supply all Genuine Manufacture spares - 
Most being stocked 


248 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4QQ 



double time down to. 



f ARMY & NAVY STORaP®“ 
Genuine Ex-Army clothing and footwear, 

Also stockist of children’s camouflage clothing + safety 
gfootwear. Ex army boots + RAF shoes. 

Ex-army webbing, clothing + work wear, overalls + 
waterproofs, camping equipment + leisure wear Tents, 

Sleeping Bags & Gas Cookers now in stock Specialist 
suppliers for all Duke of Edinburgh & Cadet equipment 

Open 6 days • Closed Sunday 
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No solution 
to power 
problems 

THE UK is in its worst po¬ 
sition for at least the last 
10 years with the supply 
of our electricity. We have 
a minimal excess of supply 
over demand of less than 
two per cent. The industry 
itself says we need at least 
10 times that for comfort 
and safety. 

On BBC television we are 
informed that ‘big’ users 
are being ‘asked’ to try to 
use less. A more cynical 
person than me may call it 
a ‘bribe’. The Government 
promises to keep the lights 
on but if we have the severe 
winter we have been expect¬ 
ing it’s unlikely this can be 
done. People - the old, sick 
or very young - are at risk. 
People may die. 

What can be done? Well 
we could try prayer and 
hope for another mild win¬ 
ter. We are now paying the 
price for lack of investment 
in our power producing in¬ 
frastructure by successive 
governments of whatever 
political party. There are no 
easy solutions. 

M GOUGH 
Wombourne 


I ENJOYED reading B 
Osborne’s reminiscences 
about the Gypsies Tent, but 
I would disagree with his 
thought that it should have 
been acquired by the Black 
Country Living Museum. 

But that apart, other 
towns and cities also have 
historic buildings and sites, 
usually left where they are 
or in close proximity of the 
centre. York, Worcester, 
Stratford and Hereford 
are good examples. What 
is there in Dudley? The 
council obviously thinks the 
Black Country Living Mu¬ 
seum is the town’s saviour, 
according to a recent article. 

Headlined: ‘Town is at 
centre of tourist revival’, 
it said: “Civic bosses admit 


that the town has the un¬ 
enviable reputation for its 
rows of empty shops and 
that they are pinning their 
hopes on the museum mak¬ 
ing the town a top tourist 
spot.” 

But developments are 
taking place at the bottom 
of the town and Tipton 
Road. Conveniently for the 
visitors and tourists, Castle 
Gate is also down there to 
meet their needs. Tell me, 
how is this going to regener¬ 
ate the town centre? 

It will be no more than a 
form of Disneyland where 
all whims and needs are 
catered for within the com¬ 
plex. 

J B WALDRON 

Stourbridge 


Dismay at 
vandalism 

SOMEWHERE between 
Friday, October 16, and 
Monday, October 19, some 
mindless idiots smashed up 
the children’s playground 
at Roberts school, Upper 
Gornal. The morons who 
did this not only stopped 
the children playing in the 
area but restricted their ed¬ 
ucation. 

Probably those who did 
this cannot read even, if 
they can, they couldn’t care 
less about the heartache 
they have caused. One day 
they may have children or 
pay tax, then they may re¬ 
alise the problems and cost 
this has caused. I hope that 
someone has seen and re¬ 
ports you. I know children 
who go to the school, and 
they are most upset. 

N D CADDICK 
Coseley 

Patriotism’s 
worth a shot 

I AGREE with Nigel Has- 
tilow’s comment piece - 
We won’t keep the red flag 
flying. Forcing children to 
sing the national anthem at 
school would be an excellent 
demonstration of precisely 
how ‘liberal, tolerant and 
open-minded’ today’s UK is. 

But why not go further 
and also make payment 
towards the upkeep of the 
Royal Family optional for 
each and every tax payer? 

That way patriotic par¬ 
ents would have an oppor¬ 
tunity to show their loyalty 
too: by proudly ‘opting in’ to 
pay the mere 56p the Palace 
estimates it currently costs 
each hard working striver. 

S ROBERTS 

Halesowen 


Privatisation is to blame for ills 


WITH the news that more steel workers are 
losing their jobs, we should be asking our¬ 
selves about the credibility of this Govern¬ 
ment’s ability to create a ‘Northern power¬ 
house’. Perhaps it was a slip of Osborne’s 
tongue, but it seems to me that they are 
creating instead a ‘Northern poor-house’. 

The main reason that our steel industry 
is in decline is that steel manufacture is a 
highly energy-intensive activity and energy 
costs in Britain are the highest in Europe. 

Think back, wasn’t privatisation sup¬ 
posed to reduce energy costs? After all, we 
all trade in the same market. What the To¬ 


ries who privatised it all forgot to mention 
was that as nationalised industries they 
traded as a single huge entity with Govern¬ 
ment backing, giving them immense bar¬ 
gaining power. 

Now, as smaller private organisations 
they have much less influence. Instead of 
profits from energy created in the UK going 
to our exchequer, we are paying wealthy 
foreign shareholders to increase our living 
costs and to make our industries uncompet¬ 
itive. How crazy is that? 

M CLIFF 

Wall Heath 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Town could become 
just like Disneyland 



FIREWORKS & MUSIC SPECTACULAR 

HIMLEY PARK • SATURDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2015 

Gatesopen4.30pm • Bonfire lit 7.45pm •FireworkSpectacular8.30pm 

Heart FM • FUNFAIR • SEASONAL REFRESHMENTS 

Adults £9 • Children & Senior Citizens £4.50 • Under 5's free • Family Ticket £23 • Car Parking £3 
Options Plus discounts available on adult/junior tickets 

SPECIAL FREE BUS SERVICE 

from Dudley, Coseley, Sedgley, Quarry Bank & Brierley Hill, Halesowen, Stourbridge, 5.30 pm onwards 

A no alcohol policy operates at this event • No vehicle drop-offs will be allowed at the gates of Himley Park on the B4176 

Further details from Himley Hall 01384 817817 or Dudley Council Plus 0300 555 2345 

Himley Park, Himley, Dudley, West Midlands DY3 4DF www.dudley.gov.uk/himleyhall 

★ ★ ★ ★ ADVANCE TICKETS AVAILABLE ON 01384 812812 ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Dudley 


heart 


100.7 

etropoiitan Boroug'councii J more music variety 



Transform Your Conservatory Into A Comfortable All Year Round 
Living Space With A Choices Solid Conservatory Warm Roof 


Unfortunately the ‘traditional’ 
conservatory polycarbonate roof 
offers no insulation properties at 
all making the ‘too hot too cold’ 
scenario only too common. Most 
of the sun’s heat is conducted in 
the summer into the room making 
it unpleasantly hot for normal 
use and conversely in the winter 
months it can be virtually impos¬ 
sible to keep most conservatories 
warm because the roof allows 
any heat to escape. 


CELEBRATION OFFER 

BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR 

0% Interest FREE 


CALL TODAY 0121-557 7228 




www.choiceswindows.co.uk 

Sedgley RoasO West, Tipton DY4 8DQ 




Home 


Yew Tree Nursing Home Ltd 

Presents our 

Market 

* Air Ambulance ^ 

Saturday 28th November 2015 11 am to 3pm ^ 

^ Santa's Grotto tj 

^ Tombola 
^ Hot Pork Rolls 

^ Mulled Wine, 

Tea/Coffee Stall 

^ Variety Of 
Craft Stalls 

^ Carol Singing 

^ And 
much 
more 
Everyone 
Welcome!! 


Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX 
Tel: 01562 710809 
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A walk up the winding staircase at the Portal The old canal trust visitor centre, which resembled a green shed Canal Trust chief executive Nick Morris stands on the balcony 



Gongoozlers restaurant 


Centre 

A £3.4 million visitor centre run by 
Dudley Canal and Tunnel Trust has 
opened its doors to the public. 

Featuring a restaurant, gift shop and 
learning space for schools, The Portal will 
also be available for wedding receptions 
and community events. 

The modern building is situated next to the 
entrance to Dudley’s network of canal tunnels 
and limestone caverns. 

“It is an incredibly exciting time for us,” said 
the trust’s chief executive, Nick Morris. “I think 
when you look at what we have left behind in 


makes 


our old premises of the green shed, it has really 
transformed the outlook for everyone. 

“Now we have a great education area which 
allows us to properly work alongside schools for 
the whole day. Our rooms can also be used for ac¬ 
tivities such as senior days and wedding facilities 
too,” he explained. 

Tarpaulin 

The £3.4 million centre comes following fund¬ 
ing supported by the European Regional De¬ 
velopment Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund, Biffa 
Award and Black Country Local Enterprise 
Partnership. It has created 15 jobs. Mr Morris 


splash 

said: “The shed used to leak was covered with a 
tarpaulin most of the time, with no heating and 
no running water, so it could be quite difficult. 

“We used to come into work of a morning and 
go straight to the tap and fill up a water bottle 
just to make a cup of tea. Now we have staff 
showers and central heating. It’s great.” 

The Portal also features an interactive exhibi¬ 
tion in the Biffa Award Gallery, and a restaurant 
called Gongoozlers, offering posh Black Country 
nosh. It can seat up to 85 people. 

After opening its doors on October 19, it has 
already received positive feedback. Mr Morris 
added: “Everyone who has visited so far is really 
impressed.” 




Windows 


Patio/French/Bi-Fold 

Doors 


| Conservatories | 


Loft & Garage 
conversions 


Veranda/ 
A! Fresco Dini 
Carport 


Glass 


& 


Midlands Manufacture 


I ■ MOve^SO.OOoSqlTtiTactory 


VISITS 


ARRANGED 


II AUTUMN OFFERS 


Doors 
from 
£500 


3 Windows 

JWas-£90UNow £670 

4 Windows 

\A/as-£4T$0 Now £880 


5 Windows 

\A/as-£430e-Now £1090 

6 Windows 

Was-£L550'Now £1370 

Maximum Size 6ft x 4ft 
T&Cs apply 




'i 


gm, Supalite Roof 

Si I r ) c I Ufm specialists 

MimANOCITn Call for info 




Fitting Teams 
Available 


FACTORY & SHOWROOM 


Rood End Rd., Oldbury B68 8SF 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 op ™ s 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 8 M a ° m n . 6p F : 

www.highspecinstallations.co.uk / hispec-sales@outlook.com sat&sun 

'Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted 10am ■ 4pm 


Is Your Old Suite:! 

Looking a little tired and worn??? 


35 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
1000s of Fabrics 
Prompt Efficent Service 
Discount for OAPs 


FULLRE-UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 

FREE 


ESTIMATES 



Sofa Style 

Chatsworth House, 
Hayes Lane, Lye, 

Nr Stourbridge DY9 8RD 

01384 892018 

www.sofastyleupholstery.co.uk 
Open Mon - Saturday 10am - 4pm 
*ASK FOR DETAILS 


Safely access your loft! 


for ONLY 

£399 

Fully Fitted 

This price is for a standard 
height ceiling with an 8ft 
drop, width 22-30” 

♦ We provide a convenient 
and safe way to access 
your loft. 

♦ Each ladder has a 10 
year parts guarantee 
and can be installed in 
approx. 2-3 hours. 

♦ We offer a loft boarding 
service if required at an 
additional cost. 

jFL' ! 'S;'P'LFJUl>Ut: 

The Local Distributor & Installer for .. 

For more information visit: www.stira.co.uk 


PHONE TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE 

T: 01952 282152 or 07817 431505 



C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


rSALl# 

Novi? 

i OlM 


5 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


r 


■ 0 " 

$ 

■ 0 " 

1 J 



3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 
NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 











































































































The last round up for a 
dedicated Wild west fan 



Michael’s brother Tony and nephew Steven with the enthusiast’s collection 



Michael Whittaker with The Lone Ranger star Clayton Moore in the 1980s 


HE had a collection of 
Western memorabilia that 
spanned the decades and 
even met some of his heroes 
from the silver screen. 

Tributes have been paid to Wild 
West enthusiast Michael Whittak¬ 
er from Brierley Hill who has died 
at the age of 76. 

His brother Tony Whittaker said: 
“He was an absolute character and one 
of a kind. The community will be at a 
loss without him.” 

Michael was a huge fan of old cow¬ 
boy movies and his huge collection 
even included a signed book by a gen¬ 
uine Wild West legend, showman Buf¬ 
falo Bill. 

Michael also had a picture of himself 
with American actor Clayton Moore, 
the American former circus acrobat 
who played The Lone Ranger on TV 
and starred in dozens of Western mov¬ 
ies in the 1930s, 40s and 50s. 

His entire haul of memorabilia in¬ 
cludes dozens of Native American figu¬ 
rines, cushions, tins, portraits, replica 
rifles and boxes of Western movie vid¬ 
eos. 

Shane 

One of his most prized items was a 
gun believed to have been the same 
one used by movie star Alan Ladd in 
the classic 1954 Oscar winner Shane. 

Tony, aged 71, added: “It was his ab¬ 
solute passion since being a young lad. 
He built up the collection and we will 
never part with it. 

“I think he had more Indians than 
Custer at the Battle of Little Bighorn.” 

Michael, aged 76, died at his home in 
Mount Pleasant, Brierley Hill, earlier 
this month. 

He was born in Brierley Hill but 
didn’t attend school regularly due to 
ill health. 

His parents, Emily and Roland 


Whittaker, owned numerous pubs in 
the area including The Potters Arms, 
Stores Inn and The Nine Locks and 
Chain Makers. 

Michael began working as a printer 
at Marsh and Baxter in Brierley Hill, 
in the 1950s before becoming a lock 
keeper with British Waterways. He 
served 25 years with them before re¬ 
tiring in 2004. 


Following the death of Michael and 
Tony’s mother in 2002, Michael got to 
travel to America. Businessman Tony 
said: “Michael travelled the world 
with me following the death of mom. 
We were in the Arizona dessert when 
he saw an Indian chief making a wind 
chime and decided to buy it off him. 

“He was incredibly well known and 
liked by everyone.” 



Tk&V 


ELEGTttm 


$ Leather Coats t Trousers 
f Sheepskin Coats 
* Waist Coats * Wallets 
t Luggage t Accessories 


Genuine Leather Hand Bags 

mum? - - 

From Cl 9.99 


Plus lots more stock to see in 


Genuine ter G 


m 


m 


Selected 


Lines 


Fonz Leather Styles in Shop 
Repair and Alteration Centre 


Zip Replacements 
Replace Buttons 
Shorten Sleeves 
Re-Lining 

Repair Rips & Tears 
Bespoke Orders 
Tapering 






Plus Winchester Cathedral Christmas Market 6,13 DEC 

2 FOR 1 DRINKS 6-9pm it&c apply) 2 DAYS £59 .95 

mi 




Usenet 20NOVi4DEC 

3 DAYS £89.95 

mmmmmmm 

21,28 NOV, 

Markets 5,12,19 DEC 

2 DAYS £69.95 


PARTY NIGHT IN HOTEL 


Covent Garden & Hyde 



PARTY NIGHT IN HOTEL 2 DAYS £65 

QB093H 

Bournemouth, Salisbury b * 

Winchester Cathedral Christmas Markets 27 NOV - 11DEC 
2 FOR 1 DRINKS 6-9pm nee apply) 3 DAYS £99.95 

iMTO 


2 FORI DRINKS 6- 



DEPARTING 

22 Nov Tom Jones ■ Llandudno S Chester Xmas Markets 
29 Nov Michael Buble - Manchester & diversion Xmas Markets 
29 Nov Rod Stewart - Leeds a York St Nicholas Fayre 
6 Dec Michael Buble ■ Leeds S York St Nicholas Fayre 
6 Dec Elvis - Manchester S Skipton Xmas Markets 
6 Dec ABBA ■ Buxton a Chester Xmas Markets 
13 Dec Freddie Mercury - Manchester a Skipton Xmas Markets 
13 Dec Elton John ■ Leeds a York St Nicholas Fayre 



Traoelstyle 

Wles more smiles 

Call for brochure 

0844 682 0086 






This SALE in our new Blackheath branch will comprise 
of a very large quantity of wardrobes, chests of 
drawers, tall boys, dressing tables, bedside chests 
and cupboards, dressing stools, mirrors etc. All of 
modern/latest design/styles and colours. All goods are 
on display and can be removed from the sale at time 
purchase, stored free of charge for future delivery or 
collection. Delivery arrangements can be made. A small 
deposit secures any sale item on day of sale. 

.MURANO". 

GLASS COLLECTION 
NASON 

LIMITED OFFER ONLY 35 VASES 
Modern / Contemporary / Style and Colour 
Items normally sold up to £350 
Limited Offer from only £20 
Ideal Christmas present 

Also on sale will be a large quantity of BEDS & 
MATTRESSES odd HEADBOARDS, MIRRORS, 
VARIOUS SIZES AND STYLES, WALL AND 
FREE STANDING, PICTURES (LARGE RANGE) ODD 
CHAIRS....OTHER CLEARANCE ITEMS!! 

All to go regardless of cost. 

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A FIXED PRICE 
VASTLY REDUCED SALE. 

Direct to the public NOT AN AUCTION. 
GOODS WILL BE SOLD ON A 
FIRST COME FIRST SERVED BASIS. 
Examples of starting prices. 

Wardrobes from £50, Bedside Chests from £25, Mirrors 
from £15, Mattresses from £45, 

Beds (double) from £90 all at 1/2 price or less, 

50% plus discount! 

Exceptional discounted prices. Any sensible and 
reasonable offers will be considered. 

Sale to be held at: 

MIDLAND FURNITURE SALES 
Long Lane Industrial Estate, 

Shell Corner, Long Lane, 
Blackheath B62 9LD 
Tel: 07772 046121 
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Borough among poorest, but 
residents happy, says study 


THE Dudley borough is among the least prosperous areas in 
the UK - but according to a report its residents are the hap¬ 
piest in the Black Country. 

The borough has not fared as badly as its near neighbours in Wol¬ 
verhampton and Sandwell in the study by thinktank The Legatum 
Institute. 

Wolverhampton was ranked the least prosperous place to live in the same 
- report - and Sandwell was the second 


Listed church 
puts in plans 
for makeover 

A GRADE II listed Black Country 
church is putting plans forward for 
a six figure revamp which will see it 
modernised for the community. 

Holy Trinity Church, in Old Hill, 
near Cradley Heath, is looking to de¬ 
velop and create new seating, flooring, 
storage and office space, costing in the 
region of at least £100,000. 

Church leaders are inviting people 
along to their Vision Day on Sunday 
November 15 at 10.45am, which will 
lay out the Parochial Church Coun¬ 
cil’s plans for the next year and en¬ 
courage family members to support 
and contribute towards the project. 

Churchwarden Rachel Ford, 55, 
said: “The church building has been 
part of the life and fabric of both the 
community of Old Hill and the Holy 
Trinity church family for almost 140 
years.” 

The vicar of Holy Trinity, Reverend 
Nick Gowers said: “We’re really ex¬ 
cited about our new project to re-or¬ 
ganise the interior.” 


least prosperous. 

A leading councillor dismissed the 
report for being out of touch with life 
in Dudley borough, which was ranked 
the 39th least prosperous area in the 
UK. 

Walsall was 29th while Wolver¬ 
hampton and Sandwell hit numbers 
one and two on the list respectively. 

The Dudley borough was, however, 
found to have the happiest residents in 
the Black Country. Dudley Council’s 
opposition Conservative group leader 
Councillor Patrick Harley said of the 
findings: “These surveys are probably 
done in some office somewhere - to be 
honest you can take them with a pinch 
of salt. 

Heritage 

“Dudley people are proud of their 
heritage and excited about the future.” 

For its inaugural Geography of 
Prosperity index, The Legatum Insti¬ 
tute compared the prosperity of 170 
areas across Britain. It combined the 
Eurostat’s data on gross domestic 
product for UK local areas and the 
ONS’s well-being statistics. 

For life satisfaction, Dudley ranked 
104th, with a rating of 7.55, Sandwell 
ranked 168th, with a rating of 7.25. 
For GDP per capita, Dudley was 154th 
with an average salary of £13,795, 
Sandwell was ranked 111th, with an 
average salary of just over £17,000. 



The clock tower at the Moor Centre in Brierley Hill High Street 


Time up 
forelock 
tower 

TIME has been standing still 
in Brierley Hill - but not for 
much longer with plans to de¬ 
molish and replace the faulty 
town clock tower as part of 
a £100,000 raft of improve¬ 
ments. 

The 40ft landmark has 
stood outside the Moor Centre 
since 1998 but due to a fault 
with the electrical supply it 
has never worked properly 
leaving each of the four faces 
showing a different time. 

The owners of the Moor 
Centre have now revealed 
they plan to start work dis¬ 
mantling the tower before the 
end of the year. 

As well as installing a new 
four-faced clock, new benches 
and signs will be installed as 
part of a revamp of the main 
square. 

Matt Pegg, asset manager 
of London & Cambridge Prop¬ 
erties (LCP), which man¬ 
ages the centre on behalf of 
owners Evolve Estates, said: 
“We’re delighted to have in 
place plans to see the old clock 
tower replaced with a new 
one.” 


Trust in call 
for help with 
walled garden 

A HERITAGE group is appealing for 
sponsors to help restore Halesowen’s 
Leasowes Park and its famous walled 
garden. 

Halesowen Abbey Trust, which 
owns the the Grade I listed garden 
along with Leasowes Estate, is looking 
for local sponsorship and businesses 
that ‘genuinely care’ and would like 
to donate to the redevelopment of the 
site. Members’ aim is to restore the 
garden and three other historic areas 
in the park. 

Mick Freer, acting honorary secre¬ 
tary of the trust, said: “The revamp of 
the walled garden is going very well. 
We are continuing to work on other 
areas of the park and aim to drop 
in leaflets to locals to keep raising 
awareness of what we’re doing here. 

“We aim to plant a number of or¬ 
chids on December 12 with people 
sponsoring each placed one. We’ve 
had over 100 volunteers at any one 
time helping us, with over 50 of them 
being regulars. 

“On the site there is about 100 tons 
of rubble that still needs discarding 
of. We cannot do it on our own and 
appeal to any local business that has 
the resources and machinery to help 
us move it off the park.” 

To offer sponsorship, or work in 
partnership with the trust, email 
mick.freer@leasoweswalledgardens. 
co.uk or call 07855473045. 

Pub backed despite 
concerns over noise 

A NEW pub has been given the go- 
ahead in Cradley Heath despite fears 
from environmental health bosses 
over the impact of noise. 

Presleys bar will open in High 
Street on the site of the former Es¬ 
sentials store. 

It was granted a premises licence 
by Sandwell Council with conditions 
it stops playing music at 11pm from 
Sunday to Wednesday and at 12.30am 
from Thursday to Saturday. 



Wrh j 


5’ Set 

£449.00 


©FLOORS 


OF FAMOUS NAMES 


GUARANTEED BEST PRICES 


AND OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE! 


I 


collection 


Find us at: 
Mill Street, 
Brierley Hill 
01384 74166 


OPEN 

Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm 
Sat 9am-5.30pm 
Sun 11am-4.30pm 


LARGE FREE 
CAR PARK AT 
REAR OF STORE 

Little Cottage Street, 
DY5 1RG 


Supporters of 
Mary 

Stevens M T ' 
Hospice 




DRCESTER Bosch 

APPROVED INSTALLERS 

ALL BOILERS COME 
WITH 

10YRS GUARANTEE 
PARTS AND LABOUR 
WE ARE APPROVED 
WORCESTER 
BOSCH 
INSTALLERS 


WEATHER FORECASTS ARE PREDICTING A LONG SPELL OF 
“SUB ZERO” TEMPERATURES FROM OCTOBER WITH GAS PRICES AT 
AN ALL TIME HIGH “ISN’T IT TIME YOU CHANGED YOUR GAS BOILER” 

‘you could save up to 50% 
on your gas bill 9 
STOP DREAMING!!! 

A NEW BOILER IS MORE AFFORDABLE 
THAN YOU THINK 


BOILERS 
START FROM 

£ 1399.00 

INSTALLED 


i * 


WE OFFER A FULL RANGE OF BOILERS FROM VARIOUS 
MANUFACTURERS WITH A PRICE TO SUIT EVERY BUDGET 
DON’T LEAVE YOUR CHOICE TO CHANGE 

CALL PLUMB S RITE (ASK FOR PAUL) 

A FAMILY BUSINESS WITH 30YRS EXPERIENCE 

01384 - 293044 E 

IF UNANSWERED PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE (I MAY BE IN THE LOFT!!!) 

E-MAIL plumb.rite@hotmail.co.uk 
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SHOWROOM & WAREHOOSE RE-ORGANISATION 

SAVE UP TO 75%! All STOCK MUST GOiQlOORS CLOSES 


irs nmm 

RIGHT NOW! 

To make way for our new 2016 
furniture ranges, we're clearinq 
large quantities of surplus 
lounge, leather, living & bedroom 
furniture, including beds'” 

All THIS WEEK 
& WEEKEND! 

MJj. 


CLEARANCE 

£1289 

ALSTONS GATSBY 

Classical grand sofa, chair & banquette 
stool in luxurious fabrics 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £3289 Save £2000 

SALOTTI ITALIA CAIRO 

Luxurious cream sofa 
in CAT 20 real Italian leather 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £2159 Save £1300 

CLEARANCE 

£859 

CLEARANCE 

ASHWOODSYMPHONY 

Large & small sofas plus power recliner chair 
in Nabucco Parchment fabric 

LESS THAN HALF PRICE TO CLEAR! 

Was £3049 Save £1550 

HTL CREMINA 

Large twin power motion sofa in CAT25 
two-tone taupe & silver grey leather 

55% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £2199 Save £1200 

CLEARANCE 

£1499 


CLEARANCE 

STEED TOWCESTER 

TCS TAVALINO 

Large sofa with twin powered recliners & 
small sofa in Italian chestnut leather 

50% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £3349 Save £1674 

CLEARANCE 

iraEEi 

Classical small sofa, easy chair & scatters 

75% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £4069 Save £3070 

£1675 

CLEARANCE 

£299 

SCAN THOR TOGO 

Small sofa in contemporary plain 
grey fabric with chrome feet detailing 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £749 Save £450 

SITBESTSLOGEN 

Model L Scandinavian styled leather 
recliner chair in Paloma Melon 

OVER 55% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £1708 Save £1000 

CLEARANCE 

£708 

1 CLEARANCE 

ROM FIONA 

Contemporary accent chair, scatter cushion 
& stool set in slate grey fabric 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £985 Save £586 

ESSENTIALS BRESCIA 

Contemporary lounge chair 
in black faux leather 

75% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £499 Save £374 

CLEARANCE 

IEsHEI 

£125 





CAXTON LYNWOOD 

Contemporary light oak dining table, 

4 x ivory chairs 

75% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £1279 Save £960 


ZONE CENTRO 

Contemporary dark oak large sideboard 

OVER 60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £649 Save £400 


MORRIS PAL0MA 

Model 037 light display unit 

75% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £799 Save £600 


BAKER GERONA 

Contemporary styled GE10 coffee table 
in rich walnut finish 

OVER 70% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £539 Save £380 


Alstons ^ \buoyant WADE MyER's “H 


freeze 


FURNITURE ORIGINS CLEVELAND 

Model CAB001 tall bookcase 
in rustical smokey oak finish 

68% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £629 Save £430 


steed 


RAUCH ESTAP0NA 

4B20 twin sliding door robe 
in graphite & high gloss lava grey 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £819 Save £490 


FURNITURE ORIGINS TRINITY 

King-size bedframe 

OVER 57% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £699 Save £400 


NOLTE SALERNO 

Tall 5 draw chest 

75% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £549 Save £412 


SLUMBERLAND 

Blue Seal double (135cm) 
storage divan set & headboard 

LESS THAN HALF PRICE TO CLEAR! 

Was £839 Save £440 


HARRISONS’ 

Monaco pocket sprung single divan set 
(90x200cm) with cappuccino base 

55% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £729 Save £400 


htl KJ 


CLEARANCE 

9 


CLEARANCE 

£299 


CLEARANCE 


CLEARANCE 

£399 


CLEARANCE 

£329 


Harrison 


In your home for Christmas, plus MASSIVE DISCOUNTS available on all special order items! 


E550 

1 - l 

iHr 



^TTlliam&sons 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY5 1UA 

T. 01384 77444 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 


FROM DUDLEY 
M5J2 pi| 


r r S* fli MERRY 

WILLIAM tt SH 0 Tpm G 
& SONS || CENTRE 
BRIERLEY HILL W 


CLEARANCE OPENING TIMES: 

Monday to Friday l0-5.30pm 
Saturday l0-6pm 
Sunday ll-5pm 


All offers are subject to availability. E&OE 
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PLUMBMASTER 


* Complete central • Showers 

heating and parts • Kitchen Units 

available • Fascias & guttering 

• Taps • Towel rails • Bathroom Suites 

6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL (next to Newman University College) 
Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 



Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

**•* 1**# CSSAT1 SALE, the 
dfctilon*! vwid# so much tmioc 

ewwpitlti r wp *■ «». nfH MWi lrf Hrt— < < w *tw 

nietimiMi-OMMii >—» ■t n o r wi w ii 

•••»■•*«* ► **« • »tf . » . JHl • «**%«. £799 

NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT A FREE FITTING 



*»u ioq» iQMiweiearw 


CALL 01245 396910 

www.<*t»atig«iit>d<qri co»tA 



There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Wi 

Only £75.00 plus VA 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £80.00 plus \i 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment Mil 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorn^, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Gua rdiafl shijaJTri 

Members of the J 

Goodwills i 

wwwopxd 



Victim of 
raid was 
knifed in 
the chest 


TWO masked raiders burst into a flat to steal 
cannabis before brutally beating and stab¬ 
bing a man in the chest. 

Tyrone Ford and Aaron Brown-Williams fractured Dale 
Chilton’s skull, stabbed him with a knife and hit him with 
a rake before fleeing with £2,200 of property and his Audi. 

Ford, of Dudley Road, West Bromwich, was arrested after 


police saw him pushing the 
broken-down Audi. Checks 
revealed it was stolen. 

They had tried to trick 
their way into Mr Chilton’s 
flat in Stonall, by claiming 
to be police officers. When 
that failed, they smashed a 
window and clambered in. 

Weapon 

Miss Sally Hancox, pros¬ 
ecuting at Stafford Crown 
Court, said they demanded 
cash and cannabis but Mr 
Chilton tried to fend them 
off with a knife. Ford, aged 
24, got hold of the weapon 
and used it on the victim. 

He was jailed for a total 
of 12-and-a-half years after 
admitting wounding with 
intent, robbery, theft, con¬ 
spiracy to pervert the course 
of justice and possessing a 
prohibited article in prison. 

Brown-Williams, aged 32, 
from Grantham, admitted 


By Simon Stone 

robbery and theft and was 
jailed for nine years. 

Tyrone’s brother Liam, 
aged 27 was also given three 
years for burglary with in¬ 
tent to steal cannabis and 
conspiracy to pervert the 
course of justice. He was ar¬ 
rested in Halesowen on Jan¬ 
uary 12. He took no part in 
the violence. At the time of 
the burglary, he was out on 
licence. He has been recalled 
to serve the rest of his sen¬ 
tence, due to expire in 2020. 

Mr Ben Williams, defend¬ 
ing the brothers, said: “They 
didn’t turn up armed with 
weapons - it was the com¬ 
plainant who introduced the 
knife in to the situation.” 

Mr Ben Walker-Nolan, for 
Brown Williams, said: “The 
two serious injuries were 
not attacks my client partic¬ 
ipated in.” 


Half-term circus 
fun rolls into town 



Ringmaster Robert Price with Las Chicas Morales 
as the circus comes to town at Merry Hill 

ROLL up, roll up - the circus has arrived in town and 
promises a thrilling week of death-defying circus acts. 

Gandey’s Circus has set up at Merry Hill shopping centre 
for the half-term week. 

High wire artist Marco Polo, acrobats Duo Serik and 
Romy and her magical Aerial Crystal Ball are among the 
acts to entertain audiences. 

Chico Rico the clown will also be getting up to his usual 
antics. 

Circus Director, Phillip Gandey, said: “All the artists are 
very excited to be performing in the West Midlands after 
hearing of the warm reception we were given last year.” 

Producer Carol Gandey said: “We try to make each of 
our shows unique, giving the audience a completely new 
experience year on year.” 

The fully heated theatre big top will be on the North Car 
Park of shopping centre until Sunday. Tickets range from 
£8 to £26 and can be purchased from the onsite box office 
or by visiting www.gandeyscircus.com or calling 0843 208 
0500. 


Express & Star 


cv 
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help 

online 


job 



search 


♦ 

advice 


DO YO U NEED H E L P 
T O _C L IA B T H AT* 
C A R E E R LADDER? I 


REGISTER YOUR CV AND FIND YOUR PERFECT JOB 


REGISTER YOUR CV TODAY 


J0BS.EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM 



FOLLOW US ON TWITTER@RECRUITMENTSTAR 



MNA Media 














































Let public have a 
say over budgets 


DANIEL 

WAINWRIGHT' 



WOULD you be willing to pay 
more council tax? 

This is what some people like 
to call a QTWTAIN (question to 
which the answer is ‘no’). 

But it’s a question Mike Bird is pre¬ 
pared to spend £250,000 asking. 

Walsall Council, like everyone else, 
is making more cuts. And half a dec¬ 
ade in to austerity budgets, many local 
authorities would like to be able to put 
council tax up. 

But they’ve had their hands tied by 
rules that force them to hold a referen¬ 
dum if they want to increase council 
tax by more than two per cent. 

In the early years of George Os¬ 
borne’s austerity councils also had the 
incentive of funding the equivalent of 
a modest rise if they left the precept 
alone. 

Risk 

Walsall will put up its council tax by 
just under the two per cent threshold 
next year, avoiding the need to ask the 
question and go to the enormous ex¬ 
pense of the referendum, not to men¬ 
tion run the considerable risk of being 
given the biggest ‘no’ since the resi¬ 
dents of the Bernard Matthews farm 
were asked if they enjoyed Christmas. 

But the year after that Walsall’s 
leader Councillor Bird is prepared to 
put it to the vote, if only because it will 
mean people understand the implica¬ 
tions of refusing to cough up the extra 
money - the services that will be lost 
or scaled back. 

A referendum sounds like giving 



Walsall Council leader Mike Bird 


local people the ultimate power but 
part of me does have to wonder, isn’t 
this what we elect the councillors to 
decide? 

If a political party in charge of a 
local authority treats the council tax 
as an inexhaustible money tree, it 
can be voted out come election time. 
A pledge to freeze or even reduce it 
should be a manifesto issue. 

Given that Labour and the Tories 
are keen on devolution of power and 
responsibility to combined authori¬ 
ties and town halls, maybe it is time 
to give them back control over their 
own budgets and let the public have 
the say in the local elections. 

It wouldn’t cost a penny more. And 
it beats spending a cool quarter of a 
million to answer a question everyone 
already knows the answer to. 

After a fantastic few years, this is 


my last column before I move on to a 
new role elsewhere. I’d like to thank 
everyone who has ever read this, 
everyone who has ever written to 
me, tweeted me, commented on the 
column online and shown me what a 
rich mix of opinion and debate exists. 

I’ve interviewed the last three 
Prime Ministers, been told off by John 
Prescott, taken tea with Tony Benn, 
watched Norman Tebbit look up the 
definition of marriage, had a stand-up 
row with Michael Gove’s staff over an 
unexpected question, and even had ca¬ 
reers advice from William Hague. 

This is what he said: “It’s important 
with politics, as it is with everything 
else, that you go out while you’re still 
enjoying it before people wonder why 
you haven’t gone away before.” 

So this is me, enjoying it, going 
away and saying thanks. 



Owned Funercd Directors 


About The Company 


Trevor E.W. 
Hickton Ltd 

Whitmore House, 
8-11 Lower High Street 

Cradley Heath 

m 5AB 

01384 569569 


Newly Refur bis fieri 
Halesowen Branch 


Office: 

R. Hadley Si Hickton 

3 6-38.Windmill Hill, 
Colley Gate Halesowen 
B63 2BZ 

01384 636606 


Trevor EW Hickton Funeral Directors are a long 
established firm based in Cradley Heath. Formerly 
know as J.E.W. Hickton & Sons the company was 
established in 1909 and has been serving Cradley 
Heath, Halesowen and all the surrounding towns 
and areas since. In 1909 Joe Hickton a well known 
carpenter, builder, undertaker, local counsellor 
and one time Mayor of Rowley Regis, opened a 
dedicated funeral home located in Eower High 
Street, Cradley Heath to focus on the funeral 
directing side of business. Along with his wife 
Rose, the local midwife. They became a large 
part of the local community, with the local saying 
being “she brings them in to the world, and he 
takes them out!” Their son William ‘Bill’ Hickton 
came in to the business in 1937 and the father and 
son partnership began carrying out funerals across 
Cradley Heath and the surrounding areas, with 
Bill eventually taking over the business in 1957 
after Joe retired. Bill’s son Trevor came in to the 
business in 1971 working closely with his father to 
continue building the company reputation. 

Trevor inherited J.E.W. Hickton Funeral Directors 
after his father Bill passed away in 2000. In 2005 
the company was registered as a Limited UK 
company along with a name change to what it is 
today, Trevor E.W. Hickton Ltd Funeral Directors. 
Trevor’s son Ross came in to the business n 2006, 
followed by his other son Greg in 2010 and finally 
by his daughter Jodie in 2014 
The family all work together along with a team of 
long standing and hard working staff The office 
staff comprise of former Springfield Post Office 
manager Mandy Parsons, who looks after the on 
going funeral arrangements assisted by Jodie, and 
Kate Davis who has worked for the company for 
15 years. Kate is also the company Stone Masonry 
manager. 

In 2014 a brand new dedicated funeral home was 
built on the grounds of the original funeral home 
in Lower High Street, to support the needs of the 
business. Now with three private chapels of rest, 
three family arrangement rooms and a private 
working office. The company is able to cater to 
all needs and requirements of their chents in a 
friendly and inviting funeral home. 

In 2015 the decision was made to renovate the 
funeral home in Colley Gate with a new reception 
area and particularly a new shop frontage. 

The office name was changed to incorporate the 
Hickton name as many local families were using 
the office who had before came to Hicktons in 
Cradley Heath at their time of need, they now have 
a closer location 


Have you thought about taking 
a Pre-Pavi Funeral Plan out 
with us? 

A funeral plan leaves nothing to chance and 
provides peace of mind for you and those 
you care about 

“On each funeral we conduct, there will 
always be a member of the Hickton family 
looking after you on 
the day. 

Therefore, ensuring the highest of standards 
and care” 

• 24 Hour Service 

• We cover all local areas 

• Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

• Modem & Classic Vehicles 

• Payment Plans 

• Simple Funerals 
•DWP Help & Advice 

• Modem Premises 

With over 100 years experience we feel we 
are best placed to help you, and your family 
at your time of need. We have modem and 
inviting funeral homes that will feel like your 
own home. 

Our caring and friendly funeral arrangers and 
directors will guide you through the process 
at your time and convenience. 

We are happy to visit you at home or in our 
offices, to discuss pre paid funeral plans or 
an at need funeral arrangement. 

Please Visit: 
www.TEWHickton.co.uk 
for more information and 
virtual tour of our premises 


New Private I 
Arrangement t 
Rooms 



ADVERTISEMENT 


No fixative, no surgery and the potential to fix denture stabilisation problems 



Could this be the answer for you? 


Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS (Eng) with dentist Dr Polly Mineva, 
and right, technicians working on suction technology dentures 


D ENTAL technician Steve Morris carefully crafts a den¬ 
ture, ensuring that a small aperture on the side of the 
prosthetic will be able to accommodate a tiny valve. 

The denture looks like any other, but the clever diaphragm 
development to help hold it secure can give it the edge over its 
traditional counterparts. 

“It’s clever stuff,” says Steve (GDC 142474), “a small dia¬ 
phragm seals off a one-way valve under bite pressure, creating 
a vacuum between the denture and gums. The result is a better 
fit to the soft tissues and improved resistance to any dislodg¬ 
ing forces created by eating and speaking.” 

Steak for dinner 

For the right person, the Ultra Suction Solution can remedy 
common denture stability problems without 
surgery and messy fixatives. 

“We recently manufactured a second pre¬ 
scription for a patient. We knew the fit was 
as perfect as it could possibly be, but I was 
amazed when they called the lab to tell us 
they’d been on their initial ‘test run’ with a 
steak for dinner. 

“The patient was very happy with the out¬ 
come,” adds Steve. 

The Suction Solution option attracts the 


SO 


biggest number of inquiries at the Denture 
Clinic in North Street, Dudley. 

Principal Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) 
GDC 108353, who heads the team at his mul¬ 
ti-disciplined practice says: “We have always 
endeavoured to be on the very cusp of clinical 
development and this device is another use¬ 
ful option in our commitment to try to deliver 
results greater than patient expectations.” 


uiion 


Historically, lower dentures can present sta¬ 
bility problems as the jawbone erodes with 
age. With traditional dentures this can cause 
lower teeth to move and result in painful fric¬ 
tion problems on gums. 

The suction device can be mounted in up¬ 
per or lower dentures and due to its efficiency 
the size of the acrylic ‘plate’ can sometimes 
be reduced, improving speech and taste. 


“I need to stress, however, the option is not 
suitable for all, but a single, free initial con¬ 
sultation would determine whether it could be 
the way forward. We never sell solutions here, 
but provide honest, comprehensive, clinical 
appraisals that help patients make informed 
choices,” says Steven. 

To achieve an harmonious fit, Denture Clinic 
prescriptions are ‘set’ using a Biofunctional 
Prosthetics System (BPS) which helps accu¬ 
rately replicate natural teeth anatomy during 
the production process. 

“The fit is stunningly accurate,” he adds. 

Typically, denture patients will be assigned 
more than three-and-a-half hours of surgery 
time in achieving the best possible outcome. 

Scanner 

The Denture Clinic operates hand-in-glove 
with Steven’s North Street Dental & Implant 
Clinic operation. 

“Having everything under one roof - den¬ 
ture provision, general dentistry and dental 
implant provision - gives us a huge set of so¬ 
lutions and a deep pool of clinical skill from 
which we can draw. 

“With a 3-D scanner, modern and air condi¬ 
tioned surgeries and a creative team, I believe 
we are strongly placed to tackle most prob¬ 
lems,” says Steven. 

Steven, whose clinics attracts patients from 
as far as Portugal, Spain, the Isle of Skye and 
the Isle of Anglesey, adds: “Implant dentistry 
is the ultimate, long-term solution for denture 
stability problems, but it is not suitable for 
everyone, neither is it all patients’ first prefer¬ 
ence. 

“The beauty of the suction technology is 
that it has the potential to deliver in the right 
patient excellent retainer qualities without the 
complex clinical procedures required for im¬ 
plant work.” 


For appointments at all clinics call 5 North street, Dudley, 


0800 0285185 


West Midlands, DY2 7DT 
www.denture-clinic.co.uk 



Offroad 

Parking 



Wheelchair Level Find us on 
Friendly Access FACEBOOK 


Richmond House 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 

Comberton Dental Surgery 

29 Comberton Rd. Kidderminster, DY10 3DL 
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Carnage - aftermath of the Heinkel plane which plummeted into houses in Warley Hero - Sgt Henry Erskin Bodien nicknamed ‘Snowy’ A formation of planes belonging to the KG55 Luftwaffe bomber unit 



Police sift through wreckage of the Hales Lane plane crash 



Bristnall Hall Senior School for Boys with a barrage balloon 


When the bombs rained down 
on Brum and the Black Country 


THE sirens wailed as nine Ger¬ 
man bombers droned overhead 
before a huge fireball lit up the 
sky as a gas works was hit. The 
war had arrived in the Black 
Country. 

It was August 1940 when the first 
bombs were dropped on the region, 
with Smethwick being the first to suf¬ 
fer from an attack by Hitler’s Luft¬ 
waffe. 

By the time it was over, dozens lay dead 
and homes and businesses were razed to the 
ground. 

The Heinkel bombers returned later in 
November to inflict major damage for the 
first time, the strike on the Corporation Gas 
Works in Rabone Lane was a mere scratch 
compared to what was to come. 

Bombs had begun to rain down on Bir¬ 
mingham for the first time three months 
earlier, with factories in Castle Bromwich 
among the first targets successfully hit. 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


At this point, the Black Country was still 
managing to escape largely unharmed, but 
it was widely accepted that it was only a 
matter of time. 

Birmingham and the Black Country 
were among the most important areas of 
the country strategically and, before long, 
factories in Smethwick, Oldbury and West 
Bromwich, crucial to the war effort, would 
come to the notice of the German military. 

The pummelling the Midlands took at the 
hands of the Germans during the Second 
World War has been documented by Steve 
Richards in his new book The Luftwaffe 
Over Brum. 

His mother lived in Warley at the time 
and would tell tales during his childhood of 
German planes crashing nearby and pilots 
parachuting onto the roofs of neighbouring 
homes in what was a terrifying time. 


Her recollections inspired him to delve 
deeper into the West Midlands air raids. 
The book details the worst bombings to hit 
the region, the thinking behind the attacks 
and the effect on ordinary people trying to 
survive amid the chaos. 

Despite being blind Mr Richards, aged 
68, has put the book together over three 
and a half years with the assistance of 
friends. His mother Doris Bannister was 
just 13 when the bombing began. 

Mr Richards believes his mother was 
perhaps too young to truly recognise the 
horrors of war that was going on around 
her, though the loud wailing of the air raid 
sirens never left her. 

He said: “She would look over towards 
Birmingham and the sky was aglow with 
flames. 

“She always used to say when she heard 
an air raid siren on a film or anything, her 
stomach would turn over.” 

If there were any doubts that the bomb¬ 
ers would return after that first major at¬ 
tack, they were well and truly quashed just 


24 hours later when the Black Country 
came under heavy fire. 

In December, the bombers returned 
with force. They carried out attacks in two 
phases. In Smethwick, the W&T Avery fac¬ 
tory’s gun carriage department and Samuel 
Smith Beehive foundry were hit by para¬ 
chute mines. 

Sgt Henry Erskin Bodien and his 19-year- 
old New Zealand air-gunnerDudley Jonas 
flying the RAF plane were among the allied 
men protecting the Black Country. 

One of the aircraft found its mark and 
the enemy plane burst into flames and hur¬ 
tled into a descent. With two of the Ger¬ 
man crew dead, the two remaining German 
fighters took to their parachutes. 

The bombings lasted until July 1942 
when, apart from a lone bomber on a solo 
mission a year later, the skies above the 
Black Country and Birmingham went quiet. 
The Luftwaffe’s assault had cost the lives of 
more than 150 people in the Black Country 
alone.The book is availablefrom www.bir- 
minghamair-raids.co.uk or Amazon. 


Express & Star Shop 



MINI DRONES 


Black D8795 


These high-flying mini 
drones are sure to 
entertain any gadget 
fan. Using the 
two-speed remote you 
can control the four 
mini propellers to 
manoeuvre your drone 
in multiple directions to 
provide endless 
entertainment. There is 
an instruction manual 
to help develop your 
piloting skills, along 
with a USB charging 
cable for the drone’s 
built-in lithium ion 
battery that will allow 
up to six minutes of 
flying from a full charge. 

The drone has lights on 
the base and features 
aerial somersault and side 
fly switching functions to Orange D8749 Green D8793 White D8794 
achieve an impressive 

performance, as well as a six-axis gyroscope system for a stable flight. There are 
even lights on the base of the drone. Maximum range: 15 metres. Dimensions: 
7.6 x 7.6 x 2.2cm . Suitable for age 14+. Requires two AAA batteries (not 
included) for the 2.4 GHz remote. Indoor use only. Weight: 90g. 



ANTI-FRAUD WALLETS 

BUY ANY TWO FOR £14.99 


D5670 D5859 D6334 D5849 D6335 D6309 

Silver Red Blue Black Red Dot Flower 


Card charging technology 
means your card details can be 
acquired by mobile RFID 
scanners even when you think 
your cards are safely tucked 
away. These stylish wallets slip 
easily into the pocket and 
protect your cards from 
scanning equipment, bending 
and scratching. Weighs just 70 
grams and holds up to 12 cards 
and notes. 



REMINGTON DUAL 
360 FOIL SHAVER 


This cordless Remington shaver has a 
whole host of fantastic features 
designed to give you a closer, smoother 
shave. Featuring Remington’s 
revolutionary titanium coated blades and 
two multi-flexing foils, the shaver uses 
flex and pivot technology blades plus a 
self-adjusting pivot which allows the 
head to follow the angles of your neck, 
chin and jaw line perfectly. 

There is even a detail styling trimmer for 
dealing with sideburns and beards. A full 
120 minute charge will give you an hour 
of use, but there is also a five minute 
rapid charge option to give you enough 
time for a quick shave. It also features a 
useful charging indicator that shows 
when the shaver is low on battery. 

The shaver is washable and comes with 
specially-designed brushes for easy 
cleaning after use. Two year 
manufacturer’s warranty. 100-240V. 
Supplied with a standard UK two-pin 
shaver plug. Dimensions: HI5.5 x W6 x 
D4cm. 

D9026 ImVNGIONl 
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To order call 0871 911 7011* Quote 55459 
Online at EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

Lines open 8am-8pm 7 days a week *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 20th July and 20th October 2015 Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unworn goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (55459), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_Initial_Surname _ 

Address_Postcode_ 

Email_Tel. (for queries only)_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No._ 

My card number is: 

ITTT1ITTT1ITTT1ITTT1 ITT1gm/m 2?m/CD EKEHH 

"Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not 
want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 


























Please add £4.95 P&P 

TOTAL 

£4.95 
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Brave New World 
at Wolves Grand 


He’s the daddy 

Paddy McGuinness at 
New Alex-Page 19 


Preview -.Page 
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Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 
Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some 
free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with 
Dinner option see the matinee performance 
before heading to the hotel for an evening 
meal. For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London 
hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 
Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super 
two-day weekend break in the capital. 
There’s a choice of London hotels and your 
ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option 
to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early 
afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, 
returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening to give plenty of free time for 
shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £239. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West 
End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on 
the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class 
travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Plus two nights stay at a four-star 
London hotel of your choice (hotel supple¬ 
ments may apply). Includes a top priced 
ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - 
see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 
Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


For a theatre brochure call the 


Promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


Josh 

Widdicombe 



Sunday, 8pm 
Town Flail, Birmingham 
Ahead of his new BBC3 sitcom, stand- 
up comic Josh Widdicombe, a regular 
on Mock the Week and BBC5Live’s 
Fighting Talk, the curly-haired Devoni¬ 
an asks ‘What Do I Do Now...’ 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Bobby 

Long 



Tuesday, 7.30pm 

Hare and Hounds, Kings Heath 

The British singer-songwriter and gui¬ 
tarist, known for evocative lyrics set to 
haunting melodies, comes to the south 
Birmingham pub venue in support of 
his new album Ode To Thinking. 
www.hareandhoundskingsheath.co.uk 


Harry Enfield & 
Paul Whitehouse 



Saturday, 7pm 
Civic Hall, Wolverhampton 
The Old Gits, Smashie and Nicey, The 
Scousers, just a few of the characters 
Enfield and Whitehouse have created 
over 25 years and now they are taking 
them on tour. 

Visit www.wolvescivic.co.uk 


James 

Rhodes 



Friday, 8pm 

Town Hall, Birmingham 

The maverick concert pianist, who had 

to fight a legal battle to publish his 

brutally honest memoir Instrumental, 

will be performing music by Chopin, 

Bach and Gluck-Sgambati. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

Jack Garratt 

Tue at 7pm, £10 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

The Staves 

Sun at 7pm, £16 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Les McKeown’s Bay City Rollers 

Sat at 7.30pm, £19.50-£21 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Think Floyd: Pink Floyd Tribute 

Fri at 8pm, £21 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1PQ. 

Call 01527 577330 

The Clone Roses: The Stone 
Roses Tribute 

Fri at 6.30pm -10pm, £11 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Kick Up The 80s: 80s Tribute 

Fri at 12am, £8 - £9.50 
The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1JN. Call 01384 397177 

Snakecharmer 

Thu at 8.30pm, £17.50 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 01902 401211 

10 Earth 

Sun at 7.30pm, £15-£17.50 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Leaves Eyes 

Thu at 7pm, £13 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Mike Zito & The Wheel 

Wed at 7.30pm, £13-£15 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Motley Crue 

Wed at 7.30pm, £45.70 
Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Will Young: Love Revolution 

Wed at 7.30pm, £35 - £45 
Symphony Flail, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Metz 

Fri at 7pm, £10 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 

Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Classic Clapton: Eric Clapton 
Tribute 

Fri at 7.30pm, £15 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Killing Joke 

Sat at 6pm, £22.50 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 


Hawklords 

Tue at 8.30pm, £14 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

My Baby 

Wed at 7pm, £10 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Buddy Holly And The 
Cricketers 

Sun at 7.30pm, £17.50 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Dappy 

Sat at 6pm, £17.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Ginger Wildheart 

Fri at 7pm, Sat at 7pm, £20 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

The Drifters 

Sat at 7.30pm, £26 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Maetloaf: Meatloaf Tribute 

Sat at 12am, £8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1 JN. 

Call 01384 397177 

Raymond Froggatt 

Sun at 7.30pm, £17 
Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1PQ. 
Call 01527 577330 

Joe Satriani 

Mon at 7.30pm - 10.30pm, 
£34.50 - £38 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Back:N:Black: AC/DC Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, £12.50-£15 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Go West & Nik Kershaw 

Fri at 8pm, £34.50 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Steve Hackett 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£27.50 - £29.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 


FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

Claude Bourbon - Medieval & 
Spanish Blues 

Fri at 7.45pm, £10-£12 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. Call 01527 65203 

Luke Jackson 

Fri at 8pm, £10 - £12.50 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 


JAZZ & SOUL 

EnChante: From Paris To Here 

Fri at 7.30pm, £15 
The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

King Pleasure And The Biscuit 
Boys 

Thu at 10pm, £5 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B31QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Vladimir Ashkenazy Conducts 
Rachmaninov’s Symphony No 2 

Tue at 7.30pm -10pm, 

£9.50 - £50 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Performance Platform: 

Timothy Ridout 

Tue at 1.05pm - 2pm, 

£3.50 - £6.50 

Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham City University, 

B3 3HG. Call 0121 331 5901 

Gospel Goes Charity 2015 

Thu at 7.30pm, £15-£17.50 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Fright Night Classics With The 
CBSO 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

£14.50-£39.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 


THEATRE 

Orpheus 

Fri at 7.45pm, Sat at 7.45pm, 

£20 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Dracula The Kisses 

Sat at 8pm - 10.30pm, 

£12 - £14 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1 PQ. 

Call 01527 577330 

Rummage!: Blah Blah Blah 
(Ages 5-8) 

Sat at 11,30am, 2pm, £9 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

The Snow Dragon (Over 3s) 

Fri at 11am, 2pm, Sat at 11am, 
2pm, £9 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

In The Motherhood 

Tue at 8pm, Wed at 1.30pm, 8pm, 
£10 - £13 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Season’s Greetings 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 7.30pm, 
Thu at 7.30pm, 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. Call 01527 65203 


Shakespeare Schools Festival 
2015 

Wed at 7pm, 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1 PQ. 

Call 01527 577330 

Shakespeare Schools Festival 

Tue at 7pm, Wed at 7pm, 
mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

‘Alio ‘Alio 

Wed at 7.30pm, Thu at 
7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Oliver Samuels In Divorce 
Papers 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

£25.75 - £30.65 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

The Haunted Doll’s House 

Fri at 7.30pm, £13 
The Rose Theatre, 

Kidderminster, DY10 2RX. 

Call 01562 743745 

Disney On Ice: Worlds Of 
Enchantment 

Fri at 11 am, 3pm, Sat at 3pm, 

Sun at 12pm, 4pm, 

£19.74-£46.62 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham, 
B1 2AA. Call 0121 780 4141 

Lord Of The Flies 

Tue at 7pm, Wed at 2pm, 7.30pm, 
Thu at 2pm, 7.30pm, 

£8.50 - £35 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Barely Methodical Troupe: 
Bromance 

Fri at 7pm, £8 - £12 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

The Amazing Bubble Man 

Fri at 11am, £8.50 - £12 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Brave New World 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, Thu at 7.30pm, 

£10.50-£25.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 

Jesus Christ Superstar 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7.30pm, 
Wed at 2pm, 7.30pm, Thu at 
7.30pm, £20 - £42.50 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Annie 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 7.30pm, Sun 
at 2.30pm, £20 - £42.50 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Blood Brothers 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, £19.50-£32.50 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 


COMEDY 

Richard Digance 

Fri at 7.30pm, £16.25 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

Ed Byrne: Outside Looking In 

Tue at 8pm, £19 - £21 
Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1 PQ. 

Call 01527 577330 

Paddy McGuinness: Daddy 
McGuinness 

Fri at 7.30pm, £17.50-£36 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Milton Jones And The Temple 
Of Daft 

Sat at 8pm, £27.90 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Harry Enfield & Paul 
Whitehouse: Legends! 

Sat at 7pm, Sun at 7.30pm, 
£32.50 - £41.25 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Josh Widdicombe 

Sun at 8pm, £16.50 
Birmingham Town Hall, 
Birmingham, B3 3DQ. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

TALKS 

House Steward: The 
Pre-Raphaelites: Sex Drugs And 
Poetry (Over 18s) 

Fri at 7pm - 8.45pm, £15 
Wightwick Manor and Gardens, 
Wolverhampton, WV6 8EE. 

Call 01902 760100 

Steve Backshall’s Wild World 

Sun at 11.30am -1 pm, 3pm - 
4.30pm, £18 

Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Gino D’Acampo 

Tue at 8pm, £24.50 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

CLUBBING 

Wolverhampton Soul Night 

Sat - Sun at 9pm - 3am, 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

OTHER EVENTS 

Crafts For Christmas, Stitching, 
Sewing & Hobbycrafts And Art 
Materials Live 

Thu at 9.30am - 5.30pm, 

The NEC Birmingham, B40 1 NT. 
Call 0121 780 4141 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 


Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 
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Brave new take 
on classic novel 



Sophie Ward, right, stars in Brave New World at Wolverhampton Grand 


WOLVERHAMPTON Grand 
Theatre welcomes the world 
premiere of the new stage 
adaptation of Aldous Hux¬ 
ley’s classic novel, Brave 
New World, from Monday to 
Saturday. 

Featuring the offspring of theatri¬ 
cal royalty, the cast includes Sophie 
Ward, daughter of Simon, and Wil¬ 
liam Postlethwaite, son of Pete.lt is 
directed by James Dacre, whose fa¬ 
ther Paul is editor of the Daily Mail. 

Sophie wed Korean-American 
writer Rena Brannan in a well-publi¬ 
cised ceremony in 2000, before same- 
sex civil partnerships were legalised 
in Britain and is a campaigner for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen¬ 
der rights. If some say her sexuality 
defines her, she says: “I don’t have a 
problem with that.” 

Sophie plays ‘the controller’, in the 
original novel a man. Feminist play¬ 
wright Dawn King says she wanted to 
increase the gender equality. 

As someone not afraid to stand up 
for what she believes, does Sophie 
think that’s why she was picked to 
play the part? “Maybe I am known 
for being outspoken but I have often 
played quite strong parts on TV and 
in theatre,” says Sophie. “There is a 
real balance with the character. She’s 
so powerful but because of Dawn’s 
clever writing you see that under¬ 
neath it’s difficult being in charge of 
things, it comes with its own price. 
You see her own doubts, her own sac¬ 
rifices.” 

Written in 1931, the ground-break¬ 
ing novel was ranked fifth on the list 


of the 100 Best English Language 
Novels of the 20th Century. The story 
is set in 2540 and depicts a world 
where humans are genetically engi¬ 
neered. Family and emotional ties do 
not exist. 

Dawn King’s script is witty and 
forthright, based on a novel that is 


more than 80 years old. But Sophie 
says it is still relevant: “Genetic en¬ 
gineering is very much on the front 
pages. The commercialisation of 
everyday life, the assisted dying de¬ 
bate and the legalisation of drugs - all 
these things were at the forefront of 
the novel.” 



'Most romantic 
thing I’ve ever 
done’ 


So now Paddy 
is the daddy 

TV star and comic Paddy McGuinness will 
bring his Daddy McGuinness show to Birming¬ 
ham’s New Alexandra Theatre on tonight (Thu) 
and tomorrow. 

The star of ITV’s Take Me Out returned to his performing 
roots in September with his first stand-up comedy tour since 
2011. 

McGuinness, who has enjoyed numerous sell-out tours and 
best-selling DVDs, said: “I’m really looking forward to being 
back on tour - I’ve missed it. 

“I’ve got a great new show planned, Daddy McGuinness. 
Amongst many other things, I’ll be sharing several stories 
about becoming a first-time dad and parenthood.” 

The host of dating show Take Me Out says the most ro¬ 
mantic moment of his life was proposing to his wife, Christine 
Martin, on a Christmas Eve. 

“That was definitely the most romantic thing I’ve ever 
done,” he says. 

He doesn’t normally go in for grand gestures, however. 
“Well, I think the best thing to do is not put yourself under 
too much pressure. A lot of blokes will put a lot of pressure 
on themselves to do something amazing. 

“There’s no point. If you already have the girlfriend, you 
are already over the line. 

“It’s the smaller things that work, like running a bath, 
cooking a meal or renting a nice film. If you start bursting 
through the front doors on a white stallion with a rose in your 
teeth she’ll burst herself laughing.” 


Rock opera and 
a savage drama 

TWO major theatre productions 
come to Birmingham next week. 

Birmingham Hippodrome 
hosts the new theatre version of 
Jesus Christ Superstar, follow¬ 
ing the recent stadium-touring 
revival of Andrew Lloyd Webber 
and Tim Rice’s musical tale of 
the Messiah and Judas. Glenn 
Carter takes the title role in 
the rock opera with Tim Rogers 
ad Judas Iscariot and X Factor 
finalist Rachel Adedeji as Mary 
Magdalene. 

William Golding’s disturbing 
tale of stranded schoolboys going 
wild on a desert island, Lord The 
Flies, has been adapted by Nigel 
Williams and the Regent’s Park 
production explodes onto the 
stage at Birmingham Rep. 


Guitar heroes and 
a pop idol returns 

POP gig of the week has to be 
the return of singer and actor 
Will Young, back in the lime¬ 
light with his latest single Joy 
and new album 85% Proof. 

In concert at the Symphony 
Hall on Wednesday, the 36-year- 
old former Pop Idol winner is 
proof that a solid career can 
come from talent show TV. 

Watch out for folk star Seth 
Lakeman at the Robin 2 in Bil- 
ston tonight (Thu); ex-Genesis 
guitarist Steve Hackett at Sym¬ 
phony Hall tomorrow; guitar 
great Joe Satriani at Birming¬ 
ham Town Hall on Monday. Or 
spend Halloween at the Robin 
2 with BlackNBlack, the Swiss 
girl band tribute to AC/DC. 


Triple bill of dance 
as Rambert roll in 

THREE pieces of dance — one 
featuring the music of the Roll¬ 
ing Stones — will feature at Bir¬ 
mingham Rep during a four-day 
visit by acclaimed dance com¬ 
pany Rambert, that began last 
night (Wed). 

Rambert will bring the rock 
’n roll swagger of the Roll¬ 
ing Stones to life in Rooster, a 
sharp-suited, snake-hipped cel¬ 
ebration of the swinging sixities. 

The production will also fea¬ 
ture Frames, an inventive piece 
by British dance’s hottest prop¬ 
erty Alexander Whitley, and 
Transfigured Night, a dramatic 
love story by two-time Olivi- 
er-award winning choreogra¬ 
pher Kim Brandstrup. 



GREAT 
STEAK & 
GRILL DEALS 


\2^03CDcnl3]Qz[ni 




FRIDAY 30TH OCTOBER .. 

SAFINA BROOKES PLUS DISCO J| 
SATURDAY 31ST OCTOBER 
CENTRAL RESERVATION 
SUNDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 
STARMAKERS SUNDAY NIGHT^ 

% > KARAOKE PARTY 

MONDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 
[MONDAY NIGHT QUIZ AT YOUR QUEST 
TUESDAY 3RD NOVEMBER 
PREDATORS TUESDAY NIGHT KARAOKE 
WEDNESDAY 4TH NOVEMBER 
[WEDNESDAY NIGHT WITH "OUR GAZ" 
THURSDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 
THURSDAY IS STARMAKERS 
KARAOKE NIGHT !!! ^ 


Midnight 


Friday & Saturday 


HALESOWEN CRICKET CLUB 

BONFIRE & FIREWORKS 

niCDI A" 


FRIDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 2015 


Oates open 5.30pm 

Children's firework display 7pm 
Main firework display 8.30pm 

Price: Adults £6 | Children £4 

Family of 4 £15 (2 adults and 2 children) 

Fair rides and side stalls. 

Free parking at Sandvik on Manor Way. 

www.halesowencricketclub.co.uk 
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Recording a short radio play on the BBC headquarters tour at Broadcasting House 


The sheer size of Kew Gardens was amazing 


Tower Bridge with Tower Hotel nearby 



Michael Watson heads up the Jersey Boys cast 


Oh, what a night as Jersey Boys 
sets stage for top weekend away 


I’LL be working my way back’ to 
see the phenomenal Jersey Boys 
again when the musical comes to 
Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre 
early next year. 

But for now I’ll have to content my¬ 
self with some great memories of my ac¬ 
tion-packed Parry’s International coach 
break to the capital, which included tickets 
for the West End show, a visit to Kew Gar¬ 
dens, afternoon tea at a top London hotel 
and a tour of the BBC’s headquarters at 
Broadcasting House. 

Jersey Boys is based around the lives of 
60s pop legends Frankie Valli and the Four 
Seasons. Their songs are the classics we all 
grew up with, including Sherry, Big Girls 
Don’t Cry, Walk Like a Man, Rag Doll, Let’s 
Hang On, Bye Bye Baby, Working My Way 
Back to You and many, many others. 


By Karen Knowles 

We arrived at Piccadilly Theatre in our 
posh frocks, having just enjoyed afternoon 
tea at The Waldorf, and settled down to 
enjoy the show with drinks delivered to 
our seats through a handy service called 
Ordertorium. What a great way to beat the 
queues to the bar. You can either download 
the free app and place an order on your 
phone or wave a menu in the air and some¬ 
one will come and serve you. 

Legendary 

Michael Watson has the perfect voice and 
stature to play Frankie and heads a strong 
cast. No wonder it has drawn stars like The 
Hoff and even the legendary Valli himself to 
see the show. It’s a belter. 

It had been a busy day. First stop was 
the world-famous Kew Gardens. Being 


on a coach was a bonus because we were 
dropped at the door which was good because 
it was raining heavily. Kew is a world leader 
in plant science and conservation and the 
sheer size of the place was amazing. 

It was too wet for the treetop walkway. 
Instead we toured the vast site on the Kew 
Explorer land train. 

Our accommodation during our two- 
night stay was at Tower Hotel which over¬ 
looks Tower Bridge from where there are 
great views of The Shard and the Tower of 
London and only a two-minute stroll from 
St Katharine Docks where there are dozens 
of restaurants, pubs and cafes. 

If you like your breaks to be stress-free, 
coach trips are just the ticket. On our jour¬ 
ney from Tower Bridge that morning we 
were caught up in a jam but the driver’s 
local knowledge meant he did a clever de¬ 
tour and still arrived on schedule. Our final 


stop was a tour of the BBC. The sun was 
shining and I really enjoyed the 45-minute 
journey through the City and into the West 
End. The seats were comfortable and pan¬ 
oramic windows provided bird’s eye views. 
Being so high up, it was probably the most I 
have ever seen of London in one go. We saw 
where the Great Fire of London started, the 
Millennium Bridge and St Paul’s Cathedral. 

The BBC tour includes plenty of fun, 
hands-on stuff, including the chance to 
read the news and make a short radio play, 
complete with sound effects. Through floor 
length windows we watched journalists at 
work in the state-of-the-art newsroom and 
visited The One Show studio, taking it in 
turns to sit on the famous sofa. We even 
spotted the odd celebrity, including Fiona 
Bruce filming outside. It was a fascinating 
behind-the-scenes tour of a much-loved 
British institution. 



The Longest-Established Amateur Operatic Society in the Black Country 

ilia eoynTitY amateur primurii 

by arrangement with JOSEF WEINBERGER LIMITED on behalf of MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL of NEW YORK 

Miracle 

on 34th Street 

The Musical 

Book, Music and Lyrics by MEREDITH WILLSON 

Based on the 20th Century Fox Picture 
Story by Valentine Davies Screen Play by George Seaton 
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DONT GET CAUGHT OUTUi 

15 point winter check 
just £15 
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Midland Tyres, 90 Station Road, Old Hill, A 
Cradley Heath, West Midlands B64 6PL I 
Tel: 0121 439 0575 Mob: 07794 528468 \ 
Email: midlandtyres@yahoo.co.uk 
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SATURDAY’S TV OCTOBER 31 21 


CHOICE 



Ian McKellen 


The Dresser 
(BBC2, 9pm) 

Drama based on Ronald 
Harwood's successful play, 
about the working relationship 
between an ageing actor and 
head of a touring 
Shakespearean theatre 
company, and his personal 
assistant. Set against the 
backdrop of a production of 
Lear and the Fool duringthe 
Blitz, the leading light's work 
and reputation begin to 
deteriorate as the situation 
reaches crisis point. Starring 
Anthony Hopkins, Emily Watson, 
Ian McKellen, Sarah 
Lancashire, Vanessa Kirby, 
Edward Fox, Tom Brooke, John 
Ashton, Ian Conningham, 
Annalisa Rossi, Helen Bradbury, 
Carl Sanderson, Matthew Cottle 
and Martin Chamberlain. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 12.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 12.10 Football Focus. 12.50 
Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 Bargain Hunt. 
(R) 1.30 World Gymnastics 
Championships. Live coverage of day 
nine of the competition from SSE Hydro 
Arena in Glasgow. 4.15 Final Score. 5.25 
BBC News. 5.35 Regional Programme. 
5.45 Pointless Celebrities. 

6.35 Strictly Come Dancing. Tess Daly 
and Claudia Winkleman present 
this year’s Halloween special, as 
the 11 remaining couples dress up 
in spooky attire for another 
ballroom battle. After another pro¬ 
celebrity pair was knocked out last 
week, judges Len Goodman, 

Bruno Tonioli, Craig Revel 
Horwood and Darcey Bussell are 
the ones to impress, and the 
dancers must give their best 
performances in a bid to get their 
names near the top of the 
leaderboard. The two lowest 
scoring couples will perform again 
in the dance off, and another pair 
will be leaving on tomorrow 
night’s show. 

8.15 Doctor Who. The Zygons have 
been living in secret on Earth, 
unknown and unseen - until now. 
When Osgood is kidnapped by a 
rogue gang of the shapeshifting 
aliens, the Doctor, Clara and UNIT 
must scatter across the world in a 
bid to set her free. But will they 
reach her in time, and can they 
stop an uprising before it’s too 
late? 

9.05 Casualty. An unlikely patient 
arrives in the Emergency 
Department, Jacob learns that 
there is no justice, Cal falls in love 
with his estranged daughter and 
Connie asks for a report on Alicia. 

9.55 The National Lottery Live. The 
all-important winning numbers are 
revealed. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Chelsea v Liverpool at 
Stamford Bridge and Crystal 
Palace v Manchester United at 
Selhurst Park; National Lottery 
Update. 

11.50The Apprentice. The contestants 
are instructed to tap into one of 
the UK’s biggest markets. (R) 

12.50 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.55 BBC News. 


BBC2 

8.05 Film: The Man in the White Suit. 
(1951) 9.30 Homes Under the Hammer. 
(R) 10.30 Animal Park. (R) 11.00 Animal 
SOS. (R) 11.30 Animal SOS. (R) 12.00 
My Life on a Plate. (R) 12.45 My Life on 
a Plate. (R) 1.30 Terry and Mason’s Great 
Food Trip. (R) 2.00 Comedians Talking 
Pictures. 2.35 Film: Lucky Jim. (1 957) 
Comedy, starring Ian Carmichael. 4.10 
Film: Whisky Galore! (1949)5.30 
Escape to the Continent. (R) 

6.30 Flog It! Michael Baggot and Will 
Axon uncover valuable items in 
Ashbourne, Derbyshire, including 
a ghoulish object that could put 
bidders off at auction. Paul Martin 
visits Chatsworth House where he 
examines the life of Georgiana, the 
notorious fifth Duchess of 
Devonshire. (R) 

7.30 Great Continental Railway 
Journeys. Michael Portillo 
experiences first-hand Italy’s 
“need for speed” in a state-of-the- 
art Maserati sports car, and 
discovers how the leaning tower of 
Pisa was rescued from near 
collapse. In Carrara, he finds out 
how the marble used by 
Michelangelo is still being quarried 
and is invited to chip away at a 
contemporary sculpture. Moving 
on to Bologna, the former 
politician embarks on a doomed 
search for spaghetti bolognese 
before being taught how to 
prepare a tagliatelle al ragu. Finally, 
he lets the wind rush through his 
hair on a high-speed boat trip 
across Lake Garda. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring decides 
the platoon needs a mascot for a 
big parade and plumps for a ram, 
but catching a suitable candidate 
proves easier said than done. (R) 

9.00 Film: The Dresser. Drama based 
on Ronald Harwood’s successful 
play, about the working 
relationship between an ageing 
actor and head of a touring 
Shakespearean theatre company, 
and his personal assistant. Set 
against the backdrop of a 
production of Lear and the Fool 
during the Blitz, the leading light’s 
work and reputation begin to 
deteriorate as the situation reaches 
crisis point. Starring Anthony 
Hopkins and Ian McKellen. 

10.45 Formula 1: Mexico Grand Prix - 
Qualifying Highlights. 

12.00 Film: Fright Night. (2011)1.50 
Film: Horror Express. (1972) 3.15 This 
Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan: 

Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.05 Signed 
Stories. (R) 7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 
4. (R) 7.40 Adventure Time. 8.00 Marvel 
Avengers Assemble. 8.30 Thunderbirds 
Are Go. 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 10.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show 
USA. (R) 11.15 ITV News; Weather. 
11.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 
Downton Abbey. (R) 1.30 The X Factor. 
(R) 3.00 Rugby World Cup. Coverage of 
the final (Kick-off 4.00pm). 

6.45 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.50 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 
Bradley Walsh presents as Good 
Morning Britain’s Ranvir Singh, 
journalist John Sergeant, ex-rugby 
international Ugo Monye and TV 
presenter Mariella Frostrup pit 
their wits against ruthless quiz 
genius the Chaser in the hope of 
winning a potential prize pot worth 
thousands of pounds. They must 
work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. 

8.00 The X Factor. Caroline Flack and 
Oily Murs present the first of this 
year’s live shows. The 12 
remaining acts compete for the 
chance to make it through to the 
live final later this year, hoping to 
impress the judges enough to stay 
on the show. Simon Cowell has 
the Overs, Cheryl Fernandez- 
Versinithe Groups, Nick 
Grimshaw the Boys, and Rita Ora 
the Girls. However, the standard is 
high, which is sure to cause drama 
and disagreements among the 
judges, and tomorrow’s show will 
see the first act eliminated after a 
sing-off. 

10.25The Jonathan Ross Show. The 

hosts welcomes guests Priscilla 
Presley, Elvis Costello and Rob 
Beckett for another no-holds- 
barred bout of questioning, and 
there is music by Caravan Palace. 
11.30 ITV News; Weather. 

11.45 Rugby World Cup Highlights. 
Action from the final, which took 
place at Twickenham, as the 
successors to New Zealand were 
crowned. 

12.45 Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 
3.00 Show Me the Telly. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.05 How I 
Met Your Mother. (R) 7.30 Ben Nevis 
Braveheart Triathlon. 8.00 The Morning 
Line. 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. (R) 
10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. 11.00 The Big Bang Theory. 

11.30 The Big Bang Theory. 12.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The Simpsons. (R) 

I. 00 The Simpsons. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 
Racing. Live coverage from Ascot, 
Wetherby and Down Royal. 3.55 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 4.25 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

5.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.00 Come Dine with Me. It is the final 
day in Perth, and Craig’s turn to 
throw a dinner party. He hopes 
that his land and sea menu will see 
him score highly, but Daniel and 
Jenna’s quarrel continues. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Grand Designs. Kevin McCloud 
revisits an experimental 
amphibious house built on a small 
island on the Thames in 
Buckinghamshire, to discover how 
well the unique floating house 
performs. (R) 

8.00 Howto Be Queen: 63 Years and 
Counting. A panel of leading royal 
watchers assesses how the Queen 
has retained her place in the 
nation’s affections, after 63 years 
on the throne, which have made 
her the longest-serving British 
monarch in history. The 
programme explores what she has 
learned from her family’s 
mistakes, revealing the top 10 
secrets of Her Majesty’s success 
and how to survive on the British 
throne. 

9.30 It Was Alright in the 1970s. Matt 
Lucas narrates another look back 
at TV shows from past decades, 
based on the theme of living 
dangerously in the 1970s. Last in 
the series. 

10.30TFI Friday. Chris Evans welcomes 
guests including Cheryl 
Fernandez-Versini and Duran 
Duran to his lively entertainment 
show. Plus, music by Eagles of 
Death Metal and Foals. (R) 

II. 358 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Team captains Jon Richardson 
and Sean Lock are joined by 
Johnny Vegas and Romesh 
Ranganathan, while Josie Long is 
in Dictionary Corner. (R) 

12.40 Fargo. (R) 1.50 Alan Carr: Chatty 
Man. (R) 2.50 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.00 River 
Cottage Bites. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 9.30 The Saturday Show. 

11.30 The Gadget Show. (R) 12.30 Ice 
Road Truckers. (R) 1.25 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 2.25 Film: The Ghost of 
Greville Lodge. (2000) An orphan staying 
at his great-uncle’s haunted house finds 
himself caught up in the middle of events 
from the past. Supernatural family 
drama, starring Jon Newman and George 
Cole. 4.10 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 
4.40 Now That’s Funny! 5.40 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

6.30 Film: Superman III. (1983) The 
Man of Steel battles an evil tycoon, 
who has recruited a computer 
genius to aid his schemes for 
world domination. Together the 
villains hatch a plan to dispose of 
Superman once and for all - but 
instead of killing the superhero, 
they accidentally unveil his dark 
side. Comic-book adventure 
sequel, starring Christopher 
Reeve, Richard Pryor, Robert 
Vaughn and Margot Kidder. Edited 
for language. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football League Tonight. Kelly 
Cates and George Riley present 
extended highlights of the 
weekend’s matches, including 
Birmingham City v 
Wolverhampton Wanderers at St 
Andrew’s and Sheffield 
Wednesday v Nottingham Forest 
at Hillsborough, both of which 
took place in the Championship. 
There is also action from Walsall v 
Gillingham in League One, and 
Leyton Orient v Accrington Stanley 
in League Two. 

10.25 Film: The Cabin in the Woods. 

(2012) Five students in a remote 
house are attacked by supernatural 
forces, but discover that 
something far stranger is at work. 
Horror, starring Kristen Connolly 
and Chris Hemsworth. 

12.15 Film: White Noise. (2005) A man 
becomes obsessed with the notion that 
the spirit of his dead wife can contact 
him via electronic equipment. 
Supernatural thriller, starring Michael 
Keaton and Chandra West. 1.55 
SuperCasino. Viewers get the chance to 
take part in live interactive gaming, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 4.00 Gift 
of Life. Cystic fibrosis sufferer Holly 
works through a “bucket list” as she 
waits for a double lung transplant, while 
three-year-old Ayana awaits an urgent 
heart transplant. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes III: Not in 3D 

7.15 Top Gear 8.15 Don’t Tell the Bride 

9.15 Russell Howard’s Good News 10.15 
Film: Hannibal Rising (2007) 12.10 
Family Guy 2.15 Together 2.45 Rent a 
Cop 3.15 Asian Provocateur 3.45 Great 
Movie Mistakes III: Not in 3D 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 The Mystery of Rome’s X Tomb 
8.00 Lost Kingdoms of Central America 
9.00 Arne Dahl: Hidden Numbers - Part 
One 10.00 Arne Dahl: Hidden Numbers- 
Part Two 11.00 Looking for Mr Bond: 007 
at the BBC 12.00 Girl in a Band: Tales 
from the Rock ’n’ Roll Front Line 1.00 
Girls in Bands at the BBC 2.00 Top of the 
Pops: 1980 2.35 Lost Kingdoms of 
Central America 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

2.20 You’ve Been Framed: Halloween 
Special 3.25 Film: The Little Vampire 
(2000) 5.20 Film: Scooby-Doo (2002) 
7.10 Film: Scooby-Doo 2: Monsters 
Unleashed (2004) 9.00 Film: Scary 
Movie V (2013) 10.45 Celebrity Juice: 
Halloween Special 11.35 Release the 
Hounds: Famous and Freaked 12.30 
Tricked: Fright Night 1.30 The Almost 
Impossible Gameshow 2.20 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.45 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

3.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 5.00 Lewis 
7.00 Doc Martin 8.00 Midsomer Murders 
10.00 Lewis 12.05 Inspector Morse 2.05 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

12.45 Darts: European Championship 
Live 5.00 Pawn Stars 6.00 Storage Wars: 
Texas 7.00 Darts: European 
Championship Live. Day two from 
Hasselt, Belgium. 11.00 Film: Universal 
Soldier: Day of Reckoning (2012) 1.15 
The Cycle Show 2.20 Highway Patrol 

2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

3.00 How I Met Your Mother 3.30 Film: 
Aliens in the Attic (2009) 5.15 Rude(ish) 
Tube Shorts 5.30 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: Salt (2010) 11.00 Gogglebox 
12.40 The lnbetweeners1.45The IT 
Crowd 2.45 New Girl 3.10 The New 
Normal 3.30 The Mindy Project 3.55 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.20 The Goldbergs 
Film4 

11.00 Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick 
Rules (2011) 1.00 Gulliver’s Travels 
(2010) 2.40 Johnny English Reborn 
(2011) 4.45 Coraline (2009) 7.00 The 
Addams Family (1991) 9.00 Bram 
Stoker’s Dracula (1992) 
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CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



David Attenborough 


The Hunt 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

New series. Wildlife series 
examining the challenges 
predators face as they stalk 
their prey, and revealing how it 
is far more common for hunts to 
end in failure. The first episode 
demonstrates how leopards use 
stealth and concealment to get 
close to their prey, while African 
wild dogs have to work as a 
team. The programme also 
features footage of killer 
whales, which rely on their 
intelligence, Nile crocodiles that 
can wait years between meals, 
spiders able to spin 25 foot 
webs and amurfalcons, which 
travel 16,000 miles every year 
to hunt insects. Narrated by 
David Attenborough. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
Sunday Morning Live. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 2.15 Eat Well for 
Less? (R) 3.15 Escape to the Country. 

(R) 4.00 Points of View. 4.15 Songs of 
Praise. 4.50 Pointless Celebrities. (R) 
5.35 BBC News. 5.50 Regional 
Programme. 

6.00 Countryfile’s Ramble for Children 
In Need. A special extended 
episode showcasing people 
around the country who have gone 
on lengthy country walks to raise 
money for the charity event. Matt 
Baker and a severely visually 
impaired girl climb a mountain in 
Snowdonia, Ellie Harrison makes a 
six-mile trek along the Jurassic 
Coast with a teenager who lost her 
father to cancer, Adam Henson 
goes hiking in the peak district 
with members of the Sheffield 
Young Carers project, Anita Rani 
joins hundreds of viewers in 
Windsor Great Park, and Tom 
Heap finds out about sponsored 
rambles across Northern Ireland. 
Including Weather For The Week 
Ahead. 

7.15 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman present the results of 
last night’s show. Plus, James 
Morrison performs his new song 
Demons and the professionals 
perform a group routine. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the second of two 
episodes from Bolsover Castle in 
Derbyshire. Items brought in to be 
valued include a painting by DH 
Lawrence, a broken pot with a 
connection to the abolition of 
slavery, a 19th-century pistol, a 
collection of vintage hats, a 
complete set of Famous Five 
books and a rare jade pendant dug 
up in the garden of a 17th-century 
house. 

9.00 The Hunt. New series. Series 
following predators as they stalk 
their prey. The first episode 
features leopards, crocodiles, 
killer whales and wild dogs. 
Narrated by David Attenborough. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Formula 1: Mexico Grand Prix - 
Highlights. 

12.00 Citizen Khan. (R) 12.30 Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 12.35 BBC News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.30 The Ato Z of 
TV Gardening. (R) 7.15 The Big 
Allotment Challenge. (R) 8.15 
Countryfile. (R) 9.15 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 10.45 My Life on a Plate. (R) 
11.30 My Life on a Plate. (R) 12.15 
M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 FA Cup: The Road to 
Wembley. (R) 1.30 World Gymnastics 
Championships. Live coverage of the 
tenth and final day from SSE Hydro 
Arena in Glasgow. 4.45 Rugby League. 
7.00 Caribbean with Simon Reeve. 
Simon visits Barbados and St 
Vincent, before examining the 
mismanagement of Venezuela’s 
natural resources and spending 
time with the Kogi people in 
Colombia. (R) 

8.00 Earth’s Wildest Waters: The Big 
Fish. Ben Fogle takes the five 
remaining anglers to Costa Rica. 
They start out fishing close to 
shore, before setting out into the 
Pacific, where hundreds of species 
offish live. 

9.00 Britain’s Ultimate Pilots: Inside 
the RAF. The Red Arrows continue 
to have bad luck with the weather. 
The RAF’s fastest jet appears in a 
display over Bournemouth and the 
pilots receive some shocking 
news. Last in the series. 

10.00 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, including 
Southampton v Bournemouth - 
the first-ever top-flight meeting 
between the two south coast 
clubs. 

11.00 Family Guy. Chris gets teased at 
school for his budget-brand 
trainers, and tries to steal 
money from his parents so he can 
bring his image up to scratch. 

Meg, however, witnesses his 
misdeeds. 

11.20 Family Guy. Lois is forced to find 
a job when the family’s domestic 
finances are stretched and is 
“discovered” by a voiceover talent 
agent who runs an adult-only 
phone line. 

11.45 Top Coppers. Rust’s twin brother 
Vince escapes from prison, and 
plots to take his sibling’s place at 
the JCPD. Police drama spoof, 
starring Steen Raskopoulosand 
John Kearns. (R) 

12.15 NFL Highlights. Kansas City Chiefs 
v Detroit Lions. 1.15 Film: The 
Abominable Snowman. (1957) 2.40 Sign 
Zone: Countryfile. (R) 3.35 Holby City. 

(R) 4.35 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Bottom 
Knocker Street. 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.55 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.05 Share a Story. 7.10 
Sooty. 7.25 Super 4. 7.40 Matt Hatter 
Chronicles. 8.00 Marvel Avengers 
Assemble. 8.30 Fish Hooks. 8.45 Fish 
Hooks. 9.00 Horrible Science. 9.25 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 11.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.40 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 

1.45 All Star Family Fortunes. (R) 2.25 
The X Factor. (R) 4.50 Film: Everything 
or Nothing: The Untold Story of James 
Bond. (2012) Premiere. Documentary 
about the making of the James Bond 
films. 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Jekyll and Hyde. Robert goes 
looking for answers in his 
grandfather’s house, and saves the 
life of a man with connections to 
his family. Ravi braves the undead 
to bring news from Ceylon. 

8.00 The X Factor. Caroline Flack and 
Oily Murs present the results of 
last night’s live shows, with the 
lowest scoring acts being 
challenged to take part in a sing- 
off to avoid elimination. 

9.00 Downton Abbey. The Crawleys 
watch Henry compete in a motor 
racing event, an occasion that 
leaves Mary reeling. Violet hatches 
a plan which surprises the family 
and delights Miss Denker, and 
learns more about Amelia’s 
intentions in befriending Isobel. 
Molesley and Daisy rise to the 
challenges of examination day, 
Andy’s secret is brought to light, 
Thomas feels isolated, and Mrs 
Patmore and Mrs Hughes teach 
Carson a lesson. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Bond Girls Are Forever. A bevy of 
Bond girls reveal what it’s like to 
win a coveted role as the suave 
superspy’s love interest. With 
contributions from Honor 
Blackman, Halle Berry and Ursula 
Andress. (R) 

11.20 The Chase. Bradley Walsh 
presents as four contestants 
answer general knowledge 
questions and work as a team to 
take on ruthless quiz genius the 
Chaser and secure a cash prize. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
Cycling: Six Day London. 7.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Film: The Legend 
of Zorro. (2005) Swashbuckling 
adventure sequel, starring Antonio 
Banderas. 3.00 Film: The Core. (2003) 
Sci-fi thriller, starring Aaron Eckhart. 

5.40 Channel 4 News. 

6.05 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 
Sara Damergi helps Liverpool 
couple Peter and Sue Keegan find 
a home in Sarasota, Florida, on 
their budget of £190,000. 

7.00 Restoring Britain’s Landmarks. 
Alastair Dick-Cleland oversees the 
restoration of a famous old 
lighthouse on Lundy Island, while 
John Evetts hand-crafts three 
Georgian fireplaces for Belmont 
House in Lyme Regis, but he has 
to ensure he remains within 
budget. In Fox Hall in Sussex, 

Anna Keay reveals the must-have 
gadget for the Georgian aristocrat, 
looking at why it took thirty years 
and the help of Big Ben’s old 
engineer to restore it. (R) 

8.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales travel 
from Birmingham to Braunston to 
attend a festival of vintage canal 
boats, aided on the tricky journey 
by their son Sam and Juliet, 
Timothy’s daughter from his first 
marriage. Along the way, they 
meet a 78-year-old boatman, who 
reveals how he was born on a 
canal boat, and unveil a plaque 
dedicated to a woman who 
dedicated her life to preserving 
Britain’s canals. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie finds the 
answers she seek continue to 
elude her as she ends up in an 
unexpected situation. Meanwhile, 
Saul and Allison run an operation. 
10.05 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. 
Narrated by Caroline Aherne. (R) 
11.10 Film: Warm Bodies. (2013) A 
zombie falls in love with a woman 
after eating her boyfriend’s brain, 
and starts to regain human 
feelings. Romantic comedy horror, 
starring Nicholas Hoult. 

1.00 Grand Designs Australia. 1.55 
Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners. (R) 

2.50 Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.40 Food 
Unwrapped. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.35 Bob the Builder. (R) 
6.45 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.10 Make Way for Noddy. 

(R) 7.20 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.35 Little 
Princess. (R) 7.45 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.00 
Blaze and the Monster Machines. 8.20 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.40 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 8.55 Toby’s 
Travelling Circus. (R) 9.10 Jelly Jamm. 
(R) 9.30 LazyTown. (R) 9.55 Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles. 10.30 Football 
League Tonight. (R) 11.55 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 12.55 Ice Road Truckers. 
(R) 1.50 Ice Road Truckers. (R) 2.50 
Film: Haunted Honeymoon. (1986) 
Comedy, starring Gene Wilder. 4.25 
Film: High Spirits. (1988) Supernatural 
comedy, starring Peter O’Toole. 

6.15 Film: Addams Family Values. 

(1993) Spooky couple Gomez and 
Morticia hire a nanny to look after 
their new baby son - and stop him 
suffering an early death at the 
hands of his jealous elder siblings. 
Romance soon blossoms between 
the new childminder and Uncle 
Fester, but he does not realise she 
is planning to kill him once she has 
got hold of the family fortune. 
Comedy sequel, starring Anjelica 
Huston, Raul Julia, Christopher 
Lloyd, Christina Ricci and Joan 
Cusack. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Film: Arachnophobia. (1990) A 
mild-mannered doctor sets up 
practice in a small town, but a 
cloud gathers over his career due 
to a series of unexplained deaths. 
Before long, he has to convince 
the locals that a horde of 
venomous spiders is responsible 
and confront his intense fear of 
arachnids into the bargain. 

Comedy horror, starring Jeff 
Daniels, John Goodman, Julian 
Sands and Brian McNamara. 

Edited for language. 

10.05The Haunting of Radcliffe House. 

A couple and their children move 
to an estate on the Yorkshire 
moors and are plagued by a series 
of paranormal events. 

Supernatural drama, with Olivia 
Williams and Matthew Modine. (R) 
12.00 Film: Poltergeist. (1982) Horror, 
starring JoBeth Williams. 1.55 
SuperCasino. Viewers get the chance to 
take part in live interactive gaming, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 4.00 
House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear 8.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 
9.00 Russell Howard’s Good News 10.00 
Film: Halloween: Resurrection (2002) 
11.25 Russell Howard’s Good News Extra 
12.10 Family Guy 12.55 American Dad! 

I. 15 Rent a Cop 1.45 Russell Howard’s 
Good News 2.15 World’s Worst Place to 
Be a Woman - Stacey Dooley 
Investigates 3.10 The Fear 3.40 Sunny D 
4.00 Close 

BBC Four 

7.00 London on Film: The West End 7.30 
Jacobi on Garrick: Godfather of the 
British Stage 8.00 Ronald Harwood in 
Conversation with Richard Eyre 9.00 
Knights of Classic Drama at the BBC 
10.00 Charles Darwin and the Tree of Life 

II. 00 Arena: Screen Goddesses 12.00 
Natural World: Grizzlies of Alaska 1.00 
Timeshift: The British Space Race 1.40 
Bullseyes and Beer - When Darts Hit 
Britain: Timeshift 2.40 Ronald Harwood 
in Conversation with Richard Eyre 3.40 
Close 

ITV2 

1.30 The Almost Impossible Gameshow 

2.30 Totally You’ve Been Framed! 2 3.35 
Film: Scooby-Doo (2002) 5.20 Film: 
Space Jam (1996) 7.05 Film: Bill & Ted’s 
Excellent Adventure (1989) 9.00 The Xtra 
Factor 10.00 The Ty and Ky Show 10.30 
All About the Bants 11.00 Film: The 
Faculty (1998) 1.10 The Ty and Ky Show 

1.35 All About the Bants 2.00 The 
Vamps: The Hot Desk 2.10 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

2.50 Lewis 4.50 Midsomer Murders 6.55 
Sunday Night at the Palladium 7.55 
Wycliffe 9.00 The Nation’s Favourite Elvis 
Song 10.30 Birds of a Feather 11.00 A 
Touch of Frost 1.10 Film: The Rebel 
(1961)2.55 Doctor at Large 
ITV4 

11.45 Storage Wars: New York 12.45 
Darts: European Championship Live. 

5.00 Rugby World Cup Highlights 6.00 
Storage Wars: Texas 7.00 Darts: 

European Championship Live. 11.00 
Film: Tremors (1989) 12.55 Whisker 
Wars 1.551 Want That Car 
E4 

4.35 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 Film: 
MarleyandMe (2008) 10.20 The 
Inbetweeners 11.30 The IT Crowd 12.30 
Scream Queens 1.35 Drifters 

Film4 


11.00 Escape from the Planet of the Apes 
(1971) 1.00 Tooth Fairy (2010) 3.05 
Sword of Sherwood Forest (1960) 4.40 
Five Children and It (2004) 6.25 Wall 
Street: Money Never Sleeps (2010) 9.00 
Friends with Benefits (2011) 
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Vertical Blind Specialist 





www.designa-blinds.com 
Tel: 0121 293 7119 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems 
Full Range of Fabrics FdbriCS ^ 

Fast Reliable Service SorVICO 
Competitive Pricing available j 


Conservatories from £275 
Average Semi £300 





Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 

• Free Quotes 

• Free Local Delivery 

• Free Measuring 

• Fitting Service Available 


mwmsmjsm 

129 Coombs Road, Halesowen 
Call: 0121 561 4607 


• Boiler Services 

> Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating 
Systems 

> Boiler Swaps and 
Conversions 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 
BRONZE - £14.99 
SILVER - £16.99 
GOLD-£18.99 
PLATINUM - £21.99 
LANDLORD PLATINUM - £24.99 
(All prices are per month-t/c apply) 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance 
Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing 
Work 


• LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk • www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 

(All prices are plus VAT)_ Worcester m |b«o 


SERVICE • PARTS • REPAIRS 


EMAILSMSiPMOPARTS.COM 

EBAY: P.W.EUROPARTS 


TWO GATES IANE.HAIESOWEH, WEST MIDLANDS,B63 2U 


* m t lints 


Quality Window Tints 

FOR A FREE QUOTATION 

Call Joe on: 0121 520 8382 
or mobile: 07891 705684 
sales@swttints.co.uk 
www.swttints.co.uk 


Unit 6, Kings Court Trading Estate, Sedgley Road East, 
Tipton, West Midlands DY4 8XA 


mi ml i aii ikir 



MASSIVE SAIf NOW ON 

Call your local company that has been 
established for over 16 years for a 
Free No Obligation Quote 

• Conservatories • Orangeries 
• Double Glazing • Doors 

• Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

M: 07866 468427 

www.mainlinewindows.co.uk 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


23 


FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Deadly Revenge, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman starts a relationship with a seemingly 
perfect man who has an intense relationship with his 
mother. She discovers his only previous girlfriend died 
mysteriously, and becomes consumed with paranoia 
as she investigates what became of her. Thriller, 
starring Alicia Ziegler and Donna Mills. (2013) 


TUESDAY 

Blackthorn, BBC1,11.45pm 

Butch Cassidy lives in secluded exile in a remote 
Bolivian village, having survived his supposed last 
stand. After years away from home, he decides the 
time has come to return to his family in America, but 
on the way, he runs into an ambitious young outlaw 
and is drawn into one last criminal adventure. 
Western, starring Sam Shepard. (2011) 



WEDNESDAY 

Thirteen Days, BBC1,11.35pm 

Fact-based drama covering the events of the 1962 
Cuban missile crisis, when the US and Soviet Union 
confronted each other with nuclear arsenals primed. 
An American spy plane observes the Russians 
installing ballistic missiles in Cuba - and over the next 
13 days mind games are played out in Washington 
amid unbearable tension, as President Kennedy 
comes into conflict with the warmongering military. 
Starring Kevin Costner and Bruce Greenwood. (2000) 


THURSDAY 

Erased, Channel 5,10pm 

Premiere. An ex-CIA operative discovers his former 
employers want him dead, and have erased all 
records of his existence. Action thriller, with Aaron 
Eckhart and Olga Kurylenko. (2012) 


FRIDAY 

Cemetery Junction, BBC1,11.50pm 

A young man in 1970s Reading starts to question 
what he wants out of life, but finds his friends happy 
with their lot. He starts a new job selling insurance 
door to door, only to run into an old girlfriend - who 
he learns is the daughter of his new boss and 
engaged to the co-worker showing him the ropes. 
Comedy drama, starring Christian Cooke. (2010) 


Joanna is All Shook Up 


in her personal journey 


I f he had lived, Elvis Presley would 
now be 80 years old. 

It may be hard to picture the 
King as an octogenarian, but his 
fans do have plenty of other iconic 
images to remember him by. Some 
will always see him as the young, 
swivel-hipped rocker who took 
audiences by storm in the 1950s, 
while others picture the leather-clad 
veteran of the ‘68 comeback 
special, or the showman of the 
Vegas years. 

For Joanna Lumley, who has been 
a loyal subject of the King ever 
since she bought a copy of Hound 
Dog, his look was part of his 
enduring appeal, and has even 
been an influence on one of her 
own most famous performances. 

She says: ‘The thing about being 
a fan of Elvis is that you just love 
everything about him. I loved the 
way he looked, the way he sang, 
the way he dressed, the 
photographs of him, the way he 
performed on stage...and I loved 
his smile and his sense of humour. 


“I love the fact that he never 
really grinned huge cheesy grins, he 
had a special Elvis grin, and 
I borrowed that for Patsy in 
Absolutely Fabulous...a little tribute 
to Elvis.” 


It’s open to the public, but tonight, 
Priscilla and I will be alone, with her 


But now she is on a mission to put 
aside her own image of him and get 
to the truth behind the legend. 

She explains: “My Elvis was this 
young one, before the jumpsuits 
and the big lifestyle. But what was 
he really like? If my dream had 
come true and he had come over to 
England and I had met him, I 
wonder would I have liked the boy 
buried underneath the myth? I’m 
going in search of the youth 
catapulted to fame and fortune.” 

As you might expect, it’s a journey 
that takes in a trip to his home, 
Graceland, where she receives a 
personal tour from Elvis’s ex-wife, 
Priscilla Presley. 

Joanna says: “The TV room, the 
living room, Elvis’s jungle-themed 
den, are virtually untouched. His 
mother’s bedroom is still as it was. 


However, the presenter soon 
discovers that Graceland is very 
different from the rocker’s first home, 
as she visits a shack that his father, 
Vernon, built for the family in Tupelo, 
Mississippi. “They were dirt poor’,’ 
Joanna points out. “It’s extraordinary 
to think that this was where he was 
born.” 


There will be more revelations as 
she talks to his family and friends, 
charts his rise to fame, and pays a 
visit to legendary Sun Studios, 
where he made his first ground¬ 
breaking recordings. She also 
learns more about how his fans and 
those close to him reacted to his 
tragic death in 1977 
While Joanna will never get to 
meet the man himself, she 
discovers that his legacy does live 
on, as she calls in on another 
famous studio, Abbey Road, 
where a ‘new’ Elvis album is being 
made. 



£ 


Joanna Lumley, Elvis and Me, Wednesday, ITV, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Simply Nigella 
BBC2, 8.30pm 

Fed up with a cereal for breakfast? Then chances 
are you need to spice up the most important meal 
of the day with a little inspiration. Try avocado toast 
with radishes instead. Yes, it might sound a little out 
there, but as Nigella Lawson proves in this new 
series, anything goes when it comes to making 
tasty and original dishes. The journalist and 
presenter reveals that what people cook and how 
they prepare it really can make them feel better and 
more alive. Also on the menu this week is a Thai 
noodle dish with cinnamon and prawns, and a laid- 
back family supper of seeded lamb ribs, served 
with a feta and avocado salad. And if that leaves 
you hungry for more, she will also be whipping up 
warm-spiced cauliflowers and chicksalad as well as 
an apricot almond cake. Bon appetit. 


place over the course of 35 days, the competitors 
will be judged on their craft skills and creativity by 
ceramic artist Kate Malone and master potter Keith 
Brymer Jones. The competition gets under way as 
the amateurs take part in a four-day assignment, in 
which they must produce a set of stackable kitchen 
bowls from lumps of earthenware clay. They also 
face a Spot Test, in which they must attach handles 
to 20 mugs within a strict time limit, and a Throw 
Down, where the judges ask them to make as 
many egg-cups as they can within 20 minutes. 


the former connections of the Empire, as well as the 
global cultural capital, London. 


TUESDAY 

The Great Pottery Throw Down 
BBC2, 9pm 

New series. Sara Cox invites 10 home pottery 
enthusiasts to gather in Stoke-on-Trent, where they 
take part in a competitive throwing contest to 
determine which of them should be named Top 
Potter. Through a series of 18 challenges, taking 


WEDNESDAY 

Dominic Sandbrook: Let Us Entertain You 
BBC2, 9pm 

New series. Dominic Sandbrook explores 
British post-war culture, arguing that although 
it is indebted to the Victorian past, it is a 
crucial part of modern identity. In the first 
edition, Dominic examines the way in 
which culture has become one of 
Britain’s newest exports, claiming 
that it is an industry in itself, in 
the same way as shipbuilding 
and textile production. He 
suggests that cultural revolution 
has occurred in the old industrial 
regions, taking influence from 


My Psychic Life 
Channel 4,10pm 

Documentary following psychic mediums in the 

north of England, who reveal what 
s is like for those who claim 
they can talk to the dead. 
Reports suggest that one in 
three British people have 
visited a clairvoyant or 
medium, with believers 
claiming it offers them 
solace, and others 
insisting it is hocus pocus. 
' In terms of business, 



Simply Nigella, Monday, BBC2, 8.30pm 


romance, or simply 
a trip to the shops, 
the programme 
explores whether 
life is made any 
easier - or indeed 
more complicated 
- by having a 
supposed direct 
line to the spirit 
world. 


THURSDAY 

George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces 
Channel 4,8pm 

If you were hoping to see the last in the current run 
a week ago, then the scheduling folks decided to 
prolong the agony a little longer. Now we finally get 
to see the series finale, in which the amiable host 
meets a father and daughter who are turning an 
American school bus into a festival campervan. He 
also heads off to Germany to meet a young dad 
who has turned a grain silo into a home. However, 
the question on many a fan’s lips is: will George and 
Will’s floating beach hut work? After months of 
construction work, the moment of truth finally 
arrives as it is launched onto the open sea. 
However, Will has come up with a contingency plan 
just in case; he has added an escape pod made 
from an old bath. 


FRIDAY 

Ice Road Truckers 
Channel 5,8pm 

The drivers for trucking companies VP Express and 
Polar Industries are put to the test when the winter 
presents an even bigger adversary - the Polar 
Vortex, bringing with it the worst winter conditions in 
a century. With the storm due, Lisa Kelly and Darrell 
Ward return to lead team Polar to victory. 


IF YOU NEED A HELPING 
HAND, NEWSTRAID IS 
THERE FOR YOU AND 
YOUR FAMILY ” 



NeWStrAid We’re here to help our industry. 

The helping handof the Newstrade 0800 917 8616 neWStmid.Org.Uk 


I 



A. A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

WE SELL NEW/GRADED 
RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 

WASHING MACHINES | TUMBLE DRYERS | DISHWASHERS 
FRIDGE FREEZERS | FRIDGES 



ALL AVAILABLE 

AT AMAZING 

PRICES 




SAMSUNG 


OPEN TO THE 
TRADE AND PUBLIC 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 4RG 

Tel: 0121 550 9800 Mob: 07872 606 363 

Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 


17 Banner Street, Cradley Heath, B63 2SL 

Tel 01384 413590 


J 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.349 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

H 

2 

O 

3 

A 

P 

5 

J 

U 

7 

Y 

8 

z 

N 

10 

G 

11 

T 

12 

S 

13 

X 

14 

w 

15 

1 

16 

D 

17 

Q 

18 

F 

19 

L 

20 

K 

21 

V 

22 

B 

23 

M 

24 

R 

25 

E 

26 

c 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 

fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Had pretensions 
to 22 (7) 

7. It is in use 
irregularly, this 
set of rooms (5) 

9. Also part of 12 

(3) 

10. Looking for 
resemblance of 
equality in advent 
(9) 

12.Surreptitious 
when short of 
labour? (11) 

15.Tries pair on to 
correct breathing 
( 11 ) 

17.Given lodgings 
divided into four 
(9) 

19.Injure animal by 
turning it round 
(3) 

21. The first doctor 
makes a dull 
humming noise 
(5) 

22. About 100 
average in 
doctoring (7) 


Down 

1. Evidence of 
growing industry? 
(5) 

2. The drink 19 
needs at the 
border (3) 

3. Some hope 
South American 
coin will answer 
(4) 

4. Security man? (9) 

5. Stupefy Edward 
by being dwarfish 
(7) 

8. Firing into the air 
as a result (6) 

11.Taking the air 
with a lively 
result? (9) 

13. Deservedly got 
wages (6) 

14. Need again a 
quantity of paper 
(7) 

16.Graduate gets 
song from an 
Asian (5) 

18. Moreover not at 
all rough (4) 

20.Bird is fashioned 
by 19 with this 
metal (3) 



Sudoku 


Thinking space 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

6. Burdensome (7) 

7. Daub (5) 

9. Dandy (3) 

10.Inactive (9) 

12.Blessing (11) 

15.Ancestor (11) 

17.In want (9) 

19.Play upon words (3) 

21. Giver (5) 

22. Beguile (7) 


Down 

1. Bequeath (5) 

2. Attempt (3) 

3. Certain (4) 

4. Copy (9) 

5. Soldier (7) 

8. Negligent (6) 
11.Translation (9) 
13.Stimulate (6) 
14. Liberty (7) 

16. Bland (5) 

18. Row (4) 

20. Ocean (3) 
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7 

4 



9 
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8 
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9 

1 

6 





8 
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7 

3 

8 



1 

3 
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1 




2 

4 



7 




5 




2 


4 


5 


7 




LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Indisposition; 8 Phari¬ 
see; 9 Less; 10 Presto; 12 Tangle; 14 Inmate; 
16 Sanity; 18 Peer; 20 Sighting; 22 Bird’s-eye 
views. Down: 1 On the run; 2 Mitres; 3 Opus; 
4 Asbestos; 5 Stolen; 6 Dons; 11 Overseer; 

13 Late news; 15 Abrade; 17 Nitwit; 19 Emit; 

21 Glee. QUICK - Across: 7 House-breaking; 
8 Defender; 9 Wage; 10 Cattle; 12 Onrush; 

14 Step up; 16 Tidbit; 18 Spur; 20 Upheaval; 

22 Inadvertently. Down: 1 Forecast; 2 As¬ 
cent; 3 Abed; 4 Rearmost; 5 Skewer; 6 Snag; 
11 Espoused; 13 Suitable; 15 Parade; 17 
Drains; 19 Pang; 21 Hate. 


1. What are the international vehicle 
registration letters for Finland? 

2. Which vegetable’s scientific name is 
Nasturtium officinale? 

3. What is the nickname of Tchaikovsky’s 
Symphony No. 3 in D? 

4. In which year was the first walk in 
space? 

5. On which river does Strasbourg stand? 


6. What is androphobia? 

7. What instrument do you associate with 
Jack Teagarden? 

8. On which river is the Kariba dam? 

9. What is the alter ego of cartoon 
character Wonder Woman? 

10. In what year was Dr. Crippen executed? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Under consideration; 2 Bolivar; 

3 William H. Harrison; 4 Ur; 5 The Lake 
Poets; 6 1805; 7 The dog-star; 8 An oriental 
tobacco pipe; 9 New South Wales; 

10 Oedipus. 

Niner: JUBILANCE 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

45295236 gives a girl’s name, 

3271 gives a boy’s name, 

5885 gives a girl’s name. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Forthcoming CottOHS 
Auction 


CMAITIRBO lURVIYOItl 



Thursday 3rd December 2015 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Selling 
. by Auction? 

Call for your 

" No Obligation 

Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 




Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 



If you’ve recently appeared 
in the Chronicle, why 
not order a copy of your 
photo? 

You could even turn your 
image into a canvas print, 
mug, glass coaster, jigsaw 
puzzle, mousemat and more! 


Please note: This service is 
not available for personal 
photographs and is only on 
selected prints. Copyright restrictions 
apply. Photos are available to view 
and order the next working day 
following publication. Allow 28 days 
for delivery. 


View and order online at: photosforsale. expressandstar. com 

or call: (01902) 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm) 
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star irextraTRAVEL 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 


For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 



Bologna, Parma and 
Ravenna 


Five days various departure dates 2016 



PRICE FROM 


£619 


• Return flights 

• Four nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Guided tours of Bologna, Parma and Ravenna 

• Entrance to five UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

• Tour of La Perla Parma ham with tasting 

• Visit to Villa San Donnino 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Santander and Bruges by Eurostar 

Green Spain 


Six days various departure dates 2016 Four days various departure dates 2016 



PRICE FROM 


£429 


• Return flights 

• Five nights half-board accommodation 

• Guided tour of Santander 

• Visit to Picos de Europa national park 

• Optional excursions to Burgos and the beach resort of 
Laredo 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 



PRICE FROM 


£279 


• Return standard class seat on Eurostar (upgrade offered) 

• Return rail connection to London 

• Return coach transfers overseas 

• Three nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Guided walking tour of Bruges 

• Visit to a traditional chocolate maker 

• Visit to Ypres and the First World War battlefields 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Certain entrance fees payable locally 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744) 


The Poppies 
Weeping Window 


in Liverpool 


Two days departing December 12 



PRICE FROM 


£ 99. 95 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Opportunity to see the Weeping Window, part of the 
Tower of London’s seas of poppies installation 

• Free time in Chester and Liverpool 

• Services of a coach driver/tour representative 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Downton Abbey and London Weekend 
Windsor at Christmas by rail 


Two days departing December 4 


Two days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£119 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Entrance to Highclere Castle 

• Visit to Windsor 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£ 129. 95 


• Return standard class rail travel (upgrade offered) 

• Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at a 
choice of four-star central London hotels 

• Free time in London 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Edinburgh City Break 
by rail 


Three days various weekend departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£ 109. 95 


• Return standard class rail travel (upgrade offered) 

• Two nights bed and breakfast accommodation at the 
three-star Hotel ibis Edinburgh Centre South Bridge 

• Departures on Fridays and Saturdays 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Three-day option also offered from £189.95 
Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


London Theatre by coach 


Two days selected weekend departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£ 149. 95 


London is the natural home of theatre and the musical is king in 
the capital’s world-famous West End. British musicals that prove 
a runaway success here often go on to triumph on Broadway and 
around the globe. 

The winning combination of engaging writing, captivating stage 
design and commanding performance has enabled London 
theatres to achieve box office smashes time and time again. 
And it’s the songs that make people return to the capital a 
number of times and some of the most well-known tunes 
have become part of the national canvas. 

There are two options travelling by coach from which to 
choose, Saturday Night Theatre or a Theatre Weekend 
with Dinner. 

The Saturday Night Theatre break, from £149.95, includes a 
ticket for the evening show, whereas the Theatre Weekend with 
Dinner option starts from £159.95 and includes an evening meal 
following the matinee performance. 

Both trips include return coach travel, a choice of theatre ticket 
from an extensive list of shows, overnight bed and breakfast 
accommodation in an outer-London four-star hotel, along with 
some free time in the capital for shopping or sightseeing. 

Pick-ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

*The from price and price bands vary for each show - see 
brochure/web page for details. 

Single room supplements apply and are subject to availability. 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 



Madeira Winter Sun 


Eight days various departure dates between November and March 2016 


PRICE FROM 


Experience a balmy Mediterranean 
style climate on the spectacular island 
of Madeira during the winter season. 


Enjoy a tour of Funchal, taking in the market, the 
Patricio and Gouveia embroidery workshop, Se 
Cathedral and the Pereira d’Oliveria wine cellar, 
where visitors can sample four Madeiran wines. 
The city is also known for famous people who 
have lived there, such as Christopher 
Columbus, Winston Churchill, and more 
recently, Cristiano Ronaldo. 


£659 


During the half day trip to the botanical garden of 
Quinta do Bom Sucesso, take in the enormous variety of 
tropical plants and birds and see Colombo, a resident 
47-year-old giant tortoise, at Quinta Jardins do Lago. 

Spend a full day touring western Madeira and see some 
popular tourist sights, such as the wine-making village 
of Estreito de Camara de Lobos, the church in Ribeira 
Brava and the beautiful villages of Ponta do Sol and 
Madalena do Mar. Also included is a visit to a banana 
plantation, the Paul da Serra central plateau, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site and the only flat part of 
the island. 

Head north-west to see the famous lava swimming 
pools of Porto Moniz and through the tunnels and 
along coastal cliffs to the Sao Vicente. 


INFO 

• Return flights 

• Seven nights full-board accommodation 

• "eluded drinks during meals (limited to aperiti 
local wine and beer, soft drinks and local spirit 
Tours of Funchal and Western Madeira 

; gf*'° Qu ; ntas d0 B °™ Sucesso botanical ga, 
Services of a tour manager/ English speaking 
representative 9 

apples 00 " 13 SUbi60t t0 aVai ' ability ' SUpP ' emer 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782 ATOL 


6081) 
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PROPERTY 


Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



l 


HALESOWEN, Blackberry Lane£650 pcm+Fees 

A lovely 2 bedroom end terrace in this very popular location 
close to Halesowen Town Centre and ideal for the number 9 
bus into Stourbridge and Birmingham. Featuring a lounge, 
fitted dining kitchen with appliances, refitted bathroom and 
shower, central heating & double glazing, private rear garden, 
available soon. EPC: TBC 


DUDLEY, St Catherines Close£650 pcm-tfees 

Set in a quiet cul-de-sac is this lovely presented 3 bedroom 
modern semi-detached home, briefly comprising of: living 
room, fitted kitchen with appliances/dining area, 3 good 
size bedrooms, house bathroom with shower, rear garden 
and driveway parking for up to 3 cars. Early viewing 
recommended. Available end of October. EPC: TBC 



HALESOWEN, Nimmings Road£625 pcm+Fees 

Large end terraced property close to Blackheath Town Centre 
& Rowley Regis Train Station. Lounge, fitted kitchen/dining 
area, 3 large bedrooms, bathroom with shower, central 
heating, double glazing, front & rear gardens with garage to 
rear of Drogert^n^rivewa^arkin^onj^^^ai^PC^ 



HALESOWEN, Century Way£595 pcm+Fees 

Lovely fully furnished modern large ground floor apartment 
suitable for 2 sharers. Open plan lounge/fully fitted kitchen, 
2 double bedrooms, master with en-suite, family bathroom, 
gas central heating, double glazing, allocated parking space. 
Availabl^Tiic^ovembei^P(M^^^^^^^^^ M 


HALESOWEN, Margaret Avenue£575 pcm+Fees 
This unfurnished mid terraced property is ideally located for 
local shops and bus links into Birmingham City Centre and 
Stourbridge. The property features lounge, modern fitted 
kitchen, downstairs w.c, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with shower 
over bath. Also benefits from double glazing, gas central 
heating, reai^adei^n^rivewa^aildn^PC^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Belgrave Road£550 pcm+Fees 

Situated in this convenient location close to local amenities 
and good transport links, this terraced property briefly 
comprises of 2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen, 2 bedrooms 
and refitted bathroom. The property further benefits from 
having central heating, double glazing and pleasant rear 
aarden.^vailabl^OT^PC|^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Lii 


HALESOWEN, Wright Street£495 pcm+Fees 

Close to Halesowen Town Centre and Tenterfields Primary 
School. This end terraced home features gas central heating, 
cosy living room, dining room, fitted kitchen, 1 double 
bedroom and 1 single bedroom, bathroom with shower, rear 
garden, on road parking. Available now. Short term let for 6 
nTonthsjDOSsibl^onc|ei^PC^^^^^^^^^^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Clyde Street£495 pcm+Fees 

Conveniently situated for local shops in Old Hill and the train 
station. Featuring 2 bedroom terraced house with 2 reception 
rooms, fitted kitchen, utility, downstairs bathroom with 
shower, 2 good size double bedrooms, carpeted cellar, rear 
gardermtMeckin^Availabl^ooi^PC^^^^^^^^^ 


- I 
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QUINTON, College Road £495 pcm+Fees 

Large flat available above a shop close to direct bus links to 
Birmingham comprising of lounge, fitted kitchen with oven/ 
hob, 2 large double bedrooms plus extra study/storage room, 
white bathroom with shower, electric heating. Available Now. 
EPC: G 



QUINTON, Nailers Close £495 pcm+Fees 

Set in a cul-de-sac in a sought after location. This 2 bedroom 
house features fitted breakfast kitchen with integrated oven/ 
hob and freestanding fridge/freezer, lounge, 2 bedrooms 
both with laminate flooring, bathroom with shower over bath, 
driveway parking and front and rear gardens. Also benefits 
from aa^entranieatin^n^oubl^lazin^PC^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Whitehall Court£495 pcm+Fees 

Centrally located to Halesowen Town Centre is this well 
presented 1st floor flat with private entrance, hallway, kitchen 
with appliances, living room, bathroom with newly fitted 
shower, 2 good size bedrooms, communal garden & secure 
fiarkm^^ai^^ragert^vailabl^OT^PC^^^^^^ 


SEDGLEY, Tudor Vale £475 pcm+Fees 

Located in this ever popular cul-de-sac is this end mews 
house, briefly comprising of: gas central heating, spacious 
living room, fitted dining kitchen, downstairs WC, 2 double 
bedrooms, bathroom with shower, rear garden, driveway 
jjarfdrKyinfumishec^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



NETHERTON, Round Street£475 pcm+Fees 

Set in a quiet road, is this lovely semi detached house. Featuring gas 
central heating, living room, fitted kitchen, 1 double and 1 single bedroom, 
house bathroom with shower, rear garden and driveway parking for 
2 cars. In very popular area and good transport links for Merry Hill. 2 
MONTHS DEPOSIT AND A GUARANTOR REQUIRED. (THE GUARANTOR 
MUST BE A HOME OWNER, FAMILY MEMBER AND WORKING) EPC: D 



CRADLEY HEATH, Elbow Street£475 pcm+Fees 

Situated in a quiet location, within walking distance to Old 
Hill town and local train station this unfurnished ground floor 
flat comprising electric storage heating, large living room, 
fitted kitchen, 1 double and 1 single bedroom, bathroom with 
shovvei^ommuna^artens^llocate^ajtin^PC^^^ 



•+ 9 b£ 
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TIPTON, Ferguson Drive £460 pcm+Fees 

• • FULLY REDECORATED# • A lovely modern 2nd floor 
apartment which requires an internal viewing to appreciate the size 
of this fabulous apartment. Featuring 2 bedrooms, spacious lounge, 
fitted kitchen, bathroom with shower, loft space, electric storage 
heating, double glazing, 2 allocated parking spaces, communal 
gardens^ntemahnewin^gcommendeO 



OLDBURY, Causeway Green Road£425 pcm+Fees 
This large, split level flat above shops, within walking distance 
to bus links and close to J2 of the M5, briefly comprising 
of: gas central heating, spacious living room, fitted kitchen, 
2 double bedrooms, bathroom with shower, parking to rear, 
unfurnished. EPC: E 


■ »| « 'nr 



HALESOWEN, Apperley Way£425 pcm+Fees 

Available on a well sought after estate is this unfurnished 1st 
floor apartment which is well presented throughout, within 
walking distance to Cradley Heath train station, featuring a 
modern fitted kitchen, light and airy lounge, bathroom with 
shower, 1 double bedroom, communal drying area. EPC: C 


HALESOWEN, Glynn Crescent£425 pcm+Fees 

A 2nd floor apartment on this popular development, having 
double glazing and gas central heating, the property offers 
lounge, open plan fitted kitchen, 2 bedrooms and bathroom 
with shower. The property also benefits from a long driveway 
garage. EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Somers Road£375 pcm+Fees 

A 1 bedroom 1st floor apartment offering generous 
accommodation including: lounge with open plan kitchen, 
double bedroom with en-suite shower room, double glazing, 
communa^ai^emj^ | oa^ai1<ingjnfurnishe^PC^^ M 


LYE, High Street £330 pcm+Fees 

Located in the centre of Lye at Lye Cross. This 2nd floor 
flat above shops features a large lounge, kitchen, 1 
double bedroom, bathroom with shower, and is available 

immediatel^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


LYE, High Street £330 pcm+Fees 

Located in the centre of Lye at Lye Cross. This 2nd floor 
flat above shops features a large lounge, kitchen, 1 
double bedroom, bathroom with shower, and is available 

immediatel^PCJB^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


Superb period residence 
with adjoining cottage 



THIS substantial, dou¬ 
ble-fronted, period 
family home in Beech 
Road, Norton, Stour¬ 
bridge, is near Mary 
Stevens Park. 

Despite requiring some 
sympathetic renovation, it 
is tremendously versatile 
and having an adjoining cot¬ 
tage, and is for sale through 
Taylors at £450,000. 

The main property has an 
initial hall with Minton floor 
tiling, a reception hall with 
stairs off, a sitting room with 


a bay window, a further sitting 
room, a central hall, a study/ 
hobbies room, a dining room, 
a breakfast kitchen with a door 
to a courtyard, side porch/ve¬ 
randah, a cellar, four first-floor 
bedrooms, nursery room/bed¬ 
room six, a shower room and 
bathroom. 

The cottage has a hall 
area, L-shaped dining area 
with kitchen, sitting room, 
cupboard/possible study, a 
bedroom, bathroom, further 
possible bedroom/loft space, 
gardens and outbuildings. 

Call 01384 395555 or visit 
www.taylors-estateagents. 
co.uk 



Four-bed detached lies 



In a pleasing 


location 


A WELL-designed Mor¬ 
ris-built four-bedroomed de¬ 
tached house in the Bramhall 
design, 3 Leapgate Avenue, 
Stourport-On-Severn lies in 
a pleasing location within the 
desirable development. 

It is for sale through Allan 
Morris at £234,950. 

With well stocked gardens 
it has an inviting reception 
hall, guest WC, a spacious 
large lounge with a square 
bay window and flame-ef¬ 
fect fire and double doors to 
the dining room, a breakfast 
kitchen with hob, extractor 
and eye-level oven and grill, 
utility, galleried landing, 
main bedroom en suite, three 
further bedrooms, bathroom 
and a driveway. 

Contact Allan Morris on 
01562 747755 or visit www. 
allan-morris .co.uk 























































































































































Double Glazing 


Decorating 


Appliance Repairs 


MjsjedM^UjM 

Contact US for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
AUl & Installers of , sn 
- windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

£*tesui44, eJJ(icUe*it omaxScmajJ, A A 
that aso+t t cojt the- ea/ith 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com & 

m_«*tWOOt.1Si Ifensa! 

1 1 mi * A 


CARPENTRY 
SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 




* 

Haa 


ARPENTRY |l Cressa § e Paving 


Doors, loft conversions, laminate 
flooring, UPVC windows Moors 


30 years experience 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION | 

Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www. cressage-group .co.uk 




MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 
No job too small 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 
Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


0 



THE WINDOW DOCTOR 


• Double glazing repairs 
• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 

Units Fitted from £25 Established 1990 


Telephone Michael 01384 356251 


Carpentry 


shleu Services 


Painting & Decorating 
Tiling & General Maintenance 
FREE QUOTES 
Full liability insurance 

on: 0121 550 7817 
07980 286695 


PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured (ij 

0.A.P Discounts . 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 



HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
*~v Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 

For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 

07767869792 

We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Cleanliness 

Assured 

Call: \\* 

07730 1 

477584 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 




Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 


MOT’S 

L. 

M 

£2' 

with tl 
FREE 

Green Garage, Unit 1 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club 

OT 

7.99 

iis advert 
RE-TEST 

’a station Road, 

), Blackheath, B65 ou 

El 

_ 


and all White Goods 
"don’t go and. 
buy a new one, 
get it repaired ...” 


14 Hagley Road, Flalesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 




Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC\ 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Mobile Hairdresser 



B I LEM 
H AI RDRESSER 


Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Oven Cleaning 


For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 

We clean all types of domestic 
ovens, cookers, traditional stoves, 
hobs, extractors and microwaves 

(£<zlt tea, fax a- ‘PTQSS <%uote 

Tel: 01384 393168 


Accident Repair 


PLATINUM AUTO DETAILING 



♦ FULL PAINT CORRECTION DETAILS 
♦ REMOVE SWIRLS/SCRATCHES AND ORANGE 
PEEL FROM PAINTWORK 

CALL US NOW 
TEL: 0121 238 2275 

EMAIL: PLA.TINUMDETAILING@AaL.CO.UK 
WWW. PLATINUM AUTO DETAILING. CO. UK 
ADDRESS: 3 DUGDALE STREBT, BIRMINGHAM B18 4JA 


« 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 


Electricians 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lighting 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 

. Domestic / Industrial / Commercial work undertaken 

' Free quotations available Over 20 years’ experience a 


Contact now: 

0121 531 6884/07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk * 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


Winter 
Deals now 
on - call 
for more 
information 


CERTIFICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 


Electrical 


Kin 


nford Lir 


Domestic 

Industrial 


Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

1 6 Years E 


+— 01384 278471 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 



MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: ■ _ - 


To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 

IO 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

B 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

BQ B Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
^ 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB M 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, October 29, 2015 





































































































































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, October 29, 2015 




*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


SWIFT LANDSCAPES 

> PATIOS > CAROHI CLEARANCE 

> block paving > fencing 

> BRICKWORK > 0CCK1HG 
> DRIVEWAYS > TURFING 

0121 602 5943 / 07818 119 453 


Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 


Now taking bookings for Autumn/Winter 



• Garden tidy up's 

• Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed 

• No job too big or small 

• Special rates for OAP's 

• Gutters Cleaned 

• Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creosoted 

• Patios Jet Washed 



Please call: 0121 422 5818/07979 980951 


SEDGLEY 
TREE CARE 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 

Professional Tree Surgeon 
All aspects of tree work undertaken 

• TREE REMOVAL 

• CROWN REDUCTION 

• STUMP GRINDING 

• HEDGE TRIMMING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCES 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 

07746813358 or 
01902 659 692 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 



R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
t Hedges and lawns cut 
t General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 

1 ^ 

Property Maintenance 

t 

EfflffiS 

l 

'ill! HUM Will 

★ Interior/Exterior Pain 

★ All Aspects Of Plaste 

★ Fascias, Soffil 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-point 
it Plus Mucl 
CALL NOW FOR A NO OB 

01384 213644 or 

ting And Decorating 
jring And Rendering 
:s & Guttering 
ing ★ Pressure washing 
h More.... 

LIGATION QUOTATION 
07733 226568 

Ei lMtiffl nlrl f ia o 


PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


KS 

f SERVICES 

| All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

)0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 



Fencing 


Plumbing & Heating 




psw 

FENCINGS 


fencing and 
gates supplied 
and fitted 




Other services: Shed bases, slabbing and garden clearances, 
removal of trees, privet, old sheds and garages 

iT 


RICES • ALL AREAS COVERED 


Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 


Roofing 


ALL 




For a free quote call 
0121 532 2263 Or 07951 536929 


LIVTFencing 



All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Rlus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 
QUOl 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


• Gas Fitting 

• Cooker Repairs 

• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• Landlord 
Inspections 

• Family Run 
Business 


Q 


FREE QUOTES 




Fencing B Gates 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 


Over I 5 years experience (Public liability o 


rered) 


■Call Steve on| 

01384 212891 or 17970 300586 


Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 303 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


Plumb Serve 

W Plumbing & Heating SPECIALISTS 


Special Offer Boiler Service £50 


lYJ i :n 


ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE | 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 



•Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste 
• Full Bathroom, En Suites Installed 


Plumbing 


X— H OUSEHOLD- 

r P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/Ci ^ All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-602 6776 , 
V www.household plumbing.co.uk ✓ 


♦ • 

J 


• Radiators Fitted/Removed 


• Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced 

• Boiler Install, Serviced & Repaired 

• Landlord Safety Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 


•Fascias • Sofits *DryUerge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 




24hr call out, Call us on 

07513 094763 A 

Card payments accepted 


Plumbing & Heating 


SMALL JOB SPECIALISTS 

> Bathrooms fitted^^ • Heating 

> Tiling systems 

> Electrics IHSf • Boiler repairs 


Tel: 07470 010012 




I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 

*** ^’Complete Bathroom?-'™®® 
> Tiling and Plumbing 1 
• Kitchens and Conservatories 
All work undertaken 


CJ. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 


07538 718264 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 608 3522 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 



JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

•e Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
31-0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pm^y 

- 


WE ARE SPECIALISTS IN: 

• FLAT ROOFS • FIBREGLASS FLAT 

• INSURANCE WORK ROOFING 

• GUTTERS • TILE ROOFS 

• NEW ROOFS • FELT ROOFS 

• SLATE ROOFS • GARAGE ROOFS 

C AL@1^872j276l 07584 081^28 




SEMI 

RETIRED 

ROOFER 

Ridge Tiles Rebedded, 
flat roofing, 
no job to small 
40 years experience. 

Keith: 

07546 158165 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 


0121 505 3334 
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YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2293 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 26 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY26 
123456 hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 
per message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be mod¬ 
erated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 


YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 



Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 500 3957 


US at. calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 

phone company's access charge. 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expreSSandstar.COm 


Women seeking men 


REMEMBER: Calls cost El .55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277 0 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 4294 Box 419673 


AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty brunette seeks 
man, any age, any area, for discreet daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418117 
CAROL Ann, sensitive slim brunette very 
romantic seeks tall handsome male for fun, 
friendship and lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419385 0 
VAL 41, pretty, cuddly, flirty, seeks similar fun 
loving male for an uncomplicated no strings 
relationship. Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416601 0 
SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, romantic, 
warm and cuddly, seeks similar kind male for 
a loving relationship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 0 


back, sincere male for an uncomplicated, 
loving relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418925 0 

VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 0 
LOOKING for the right chemistry with country 
loving gent who like me is looking for some 
extra fun in their life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418843 f 


WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 
to meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418369 0 
EILEEN, slim green eyed brunette likes 
meals out and cosy nights in, seeks tall male 
who would make her laugh and brighten up 
her day. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418347 0 


Box No: 417419 | 

ZARA 5ft 4ins, slim, single mum, honest, 
caring, likes walks, seeking genuine male, 
45-50 for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417513 0 
CARING lovely curvy female 41 seeks 
geniune and caring guy. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4721992 


68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:414773 

DISCREET man wanted by married lady for 
no strings fun. I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 4299 Box 
418167 

JULIA 47, looking for genuine, reasonably 
attractive male friend, may to lead to more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419695 0 
CHRISTINA, curvy beauty, 27yrs, own home, 
very very adventurous seeks no strings fun 
and frolics. Tel No: 0906 515 4293 Box 
410127 

LADY Penelope seeks her very own Parker 
(47-58) to go on a voyage of discovery and 
romance. Text only to Mailbox no: 4550237 
MAUREEN, discreet sensual lady, 42yrs 
seeks daytime fun at her home. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 4275 Box: 405297 
BLACK lady seeks white male over 60, any 
location, for friendship and hopefully a lot 
more. Text only to Mailbox no: 4256384 
ATTRACTIVE solvent business woman, 
36yrs, seeks discreet gent 25+ for no strings 
discreet fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 4693 Box 
419701 

CHARLENE, 24, petite curvy young blonde 
seeks similar cheeky, fun loving guy for lots 
of fun and loving. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419597 0 
LOUISE, pretty hairdresser, works long 
hours, finds it hard to meet a boyfriend, 34yrs, 
own flat. Text only to Mailbox no: 4192572 
JOANNA, 36, petite, auburn haired female, 
lovely figure seeks loving older male for fun 
nights out and cosy nights in. Maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419595 0 
JENNI, single mum seeks single dad, own 
home, can accommodate and loves spoiling 
her man. Text only to Mailbox no: 4115108 
SHARON 32, attractive black single mum of 
one, very tactile and passionate, WLTM male 
45-65yrs for fun meets. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419579 0 
MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 
with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4194170 

KAREN 50, widow, likes swimming, horse 


MID naughty forties female looking fun, thrills 

and discreet meets, give me a call, you wont 
be disappointed. Any age with own 
accommodation. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 409109 0 

DIVORCED female, attractive, sensual by 
nature, OHAC, bored with own company, 
looking to make life a little more exciting with 
likeminded man. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419219 0 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, long hair, 
brown eyes, generous curves, would love to 
spend cosy nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417985 0 
SENSUAL tactile, attractive female, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes, loves travel, 
wining/dining, WLTM genuine male for 
mutual companionship. Looks unimportant. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418587 0 
JULIE, attractive early 40’s brunette, size 10, 
varied interests, WLTM male for fun times, 
good conversations, spoiling and maybe 
more, status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418007 0 



LYN, 43, divorced very lonely single mum, 
young looking, slim, attractive, WLTM similar 
male for companionship. Age/looks/Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795 0 

SOPHIA very sensual black lady looking to 
acquire a new distraction with lots of adult fun 
thrown in for good measure. Race/age/status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413399 0 

JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 0 
YOUNG early 40's female, GS0 h 7 kincT 

caring, considerate, seeks male for 
friendship, possible romance. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410847 0 


cinema, music, walking, meals out and travel 
seeking similar male. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4283683 


GINA, attractive slim blue eyed blonde, loves 

to cook, looking for her soul mate seeks tall 
male for lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417419 0 

TRACY, 39, brunette, outgoing, down to 
earth, fit and active has much to offer 
someone special. Looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417417 0 
JEAN, shy brunette with lots of love to give 
to the right man, seeks mature male to share 
relationship with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 417285 0 


LEE, 50, seeking an Asian female for discreet 
fun and maybe more. Dudley area. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419401 0 
ANDREW 53, widower, honest, genuine, 
caring, tactile, GSOH. Kidderminster based, 
hoping to love again with a decent loving lady. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4911450 
45 year old male with varied interests WLTM 
female 35 to 55 for fun and friendship and 
hopefully more. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4215562 

COLIN 48, kind loving, seeks large cuddly 
lady 45 to 60 for LTR, love, romance, also like 
cuddles, kisses and holding hands. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4906088 
TOM, a young 59 active attractive male, 5ft8, 
slimmish & fit with decent looks & friendly 
nature, many interests, looking for lady 
similar age. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4926340 


IE 


on 

©. 




CARING male, 55, N/S, medium build, likes 
meals out, music, cinema, sports, driving, 
seeks female, 40-60 for friendship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 239148 


FEMALE, 50, short blond hair, blue eyes, 5ft 
10, slim build, looking for a man 50- 55 with 
salt and pepper hair and GSOH. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4435776 


GWEN 38, large 

Indian/Pakistani/Kurdish male for daytime I 
fun. Can Travel/accom. Tel No: 0906 500 | 
3955 Box No: 417233 0 


ATTRACTIVE professional lady, widow, 50's, 
likes walks, sight seeing, theatre, meals out, 
seeks genuine, professional gent, 5ft 9ins 
plus to make life more enjoyable. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418615 
FEMALE seeking gent 55-70, down to earth, 
nice and intelligent who knows how to treat a 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417195 0 


HEATHER, 34, single very attractive 
brunette, sensual and interesting, looking to 
add to life’s experiences and adventures with 
professional male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418193 0 

JACKIE lonely and looking for male 
company, 48-65. Need a bit of love and 
affection? Then I’m your girl, call me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418169 0 
JAN, 47, once bitten twice shy! Looking for 
non complicated fun times. Attractive, 
discreet, OHAC, you won’t be disappointed. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418089 0 


FUN loving and independent hot woman 

looking for a sexy man for fun and maybe 
more, GSH and grey hair preferable! Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4709317 


GENTLEMAN, 57, slightly mad but not bad, 
who will make you ever so glad that you 
answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419307 0 


KIND caring lady early 30s, 5ft5, slim fair hair 
looking for long-term relationship in 
Leamington Spa area. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4527227 

HAPPY, fit, 77yr old widow N/S 5ft 3in, 
GSOH .Loves travel, many interests. WLTM 
man with caravan/camper to share 
weekends/holidays. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4492014 



IMMOBILE LOVE MATCH 


ST AUM THMdNC 'iHAT If r 
WHEN 190 COULD BE TEXTINO PECPli LIKE VM 
IN 'CUR AflEA WHO ARE WAITIRG 'OR I0UR MSB! 


EMMA, 43, easygoing female looking to 
broaden her horizons, WLTM similar male for 
romantic liaisons^ Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 


LISA, 31 yr old petite bundle of fun looking for 

fun, easygoing, genuine guy. Age/looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417223 0 


riding, keep fit, clay pigeon shooting, GSOH, LINDA, 47, brown-eyed blonde, caring, jJ.^dkfwiTM passionate guy to share good 
N/S non Hrinkpr <rako mate TaI No- nonfi loving and honest, many interests, seeks friendly, wli M passionate guy to snare good 


N/S, non drinker, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 lovin 9 and honest, many interests, seeks conversation flirtino and fun 

500 3955 Box No: 415211 genuine male to share lonely evenings with. ™ ne ’ 9°° d N “"™ ^ Z No" 

- . , Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4172110 times^ Tel No. 0906 500 3955 Box No. 

CURVY, farm girl at heart, 32, 5ft 10, single _ _ 418609 


mum, caring, kind, shy, likes walks, cooking JOYCE, affectionate sensitive widow, bit of a n ,. . „ Q . . . , 

WLTM tactile male farmer for LTR. Text only romantic, seeks loving male for lots of TLC. , N daad e^ lady 39 seeks lo>/.ng mae 
I nnks imimnnrtant it’a what* in the heart that t0 mend heart age 39/40. Text Only to 


SHARON, 48, tall slim attractive, live alone 
with no ties, love romanticising and WLTM 
man for good times together, maybe more. 
Any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4177510 

SINGLE mom, 40yrs, small, not skinny 

WLTM single dad aged 39 to 45. Text only 

to Mailbox No: 4295299 

FEMALE, 36, looking for a genuine guy to , 

wine and dine me with lots of laughter and I 

fun times. Text only to Mailbox No: 

4758012 

TRACY, slim attractive cheerful brunette, 
enjoys aromatherapy/massage, looking for 
male who appreciates a feminine, sensual 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417787 0 

BOSTON female 56 loyal, intelligent, loves 
history seeks dependable humorous male for 
friendship. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4751421 

TRACY, slim attractive cheerful brunette, 
enjoys aromatherapy/massage, looking for 
male who appreciates a feminine, sensual 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417787 0 

THEA, 36, extrovert brunette, curly hair, 
rugby fan, WLTM genuine male who will 
accept her as she is. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417763 0 


FEMALE seeking gent 55-70, down to earth, 
nice and intelligent who knows how to treat a 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417195 0 


MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 0 
GENT 55, slightly mad, but not bad, will make 
you glad you answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408973 
GENUINE caring male, seeks similar female 
for friendship or possibly more. Aged 
between 25-39. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4916049 

ANDY 53, widower, honest, genuine, caring, 
happy tactile, hoping to find love again with a 
decent loving lady. Kidderminster. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4911450 


Men seeking women 


to Mailbox no: 5067001 


FEMALE medium build, blonde hair, 5ft 5ins, d1 Q 1d o Vi 

oqdI/c male fVQOI-l ln\/inn r*arinn anH ® 


Looks unimportant, it’s what's in the heart that j 
matters. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


seeks male, 50-58, GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box DEBBIE, 


KAY, very young 45, fit and active, no ties, 


ATTRACTIVE kind, caring, single lady, loves 
animals, WLTM uniformed office for genuine, 
sincere relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417623 0 


MIKE late 60's fit, active, genuine and 
generous, very passive seeks assertive lady 
any age / looks for mutual benefits. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4747481 
MICHAEL, school teacher, very shy and 
lonely, 42yrs, own home, car, seeks genuine 
caring lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4156561 

STOCKY, bold, unhappily married man, 
seeks similar very discreet female for exciting 
rendezvous. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4757315 

ATTRACTIVE tall black male would like to 
meet female for day time fun and discreet 
meetings, any age or location. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5077442 

MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 0 



TACTILE, romantic guy, height 5ft 6in, loves 
good food and drinking in or out, dancing, 
music, conversation and cuddles. Ready for 
love. Text only to Mailbox No: 4893329 
TALL attractive professional male, 50, 
GSOH, looking for some fun, adventure and 
sparkle. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418951 

MALE seeks affectionate, tactile, no drama, 
down to earth woman for nights in/out and 
loads of cuddles. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 


WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 5ft 5ins, 
slim, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 415767 


:, 29, looking for mature professional seeks s ' mila ! y° un 9 a | heart ’ fun male for fun 
fun guy, 40-50 to spend good times with. Call ^^ge/Status/iooks unimportant. Tel No: 
me, you have nothing to lose. Tel No: 0906 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418577 ® 

500 3955 Box No: 419075 0 VIVACIOUS strawberry blonde who knows 


FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 

male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 0 


KIRSTEN, 36, attractive, blonde and very r r 

■ « f„n N„e eweri brunette fit enH bored, seeking open-minded decent male for 

: ’ 43 ;.. fU . n _ b !, U _ e '!. y ® d fun/friendship 40-60vrs. Tel No: 0906 500 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418445 ® 


MARIE, 

active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 

with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

4194170 UUI-I-O, OCI IOI live lUVlIIC, KUIVJ UIUIIEUC, . , I. 

FEMALE "50’s, StT^ blonde hair, blue hopeless romantic seeks tall, loving male for ^ s e jj," 4^9! 
eyes, slim, seeks gent with GSOH, loving, L u „ n ’J r ' aadah 'P and P osslb L® L IS' Tel No: U 

caring and understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4190331) 

3955 Box No: 415871 


fun/friendship, 40-60yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 

3955 Box No: 419383 0 WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 

JULES, sensitive tactile, curvy brunette, ™ ee1 a taM - slim - fit ’ ™ture male who 
. . ■ . , thinks he nan keen un Te No: 0906 500 


ELLEN 45, attractive, with statuesque curvy 
just what she wants, looking for caring male figure, looking for an uncomplicated 
relationship with understanding male friend. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417663 0 


GENTLEMAN, 57, slightly mad but not bad, 

who will make you ever so glad that you 
answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419307 0 


COLIN, 48, seeks large cuddly lady between 
45-55 for LTR, must like hugs, kisses, 
cuddles and holding hands. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4906088 


DARREN, 44, slim build, dark brown hair, 
green eyes, seeks genuine female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809 0 
6FT black male, medium-well built, attractive, 
friendly, outgoing, seeks slim, attractive 
female, 30-45 for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 334003 
SLIM attractive man, 52, caring, GSOH, 
WLTM lady for friendship. Please reply and 
claim my last Rolo. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4172082 

STEVE young 40, looking for uncomplicated 
adult fun with any age race female ACA. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4880449 
SHAUN, 49, brown hair, brown eyes, 
average looks, 16 and a half stone, good 
sense of humour, animal lover with loads of 
love and security to give to the right person. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418783 0 
ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, sUnT dark hair, 

creative, likes music, cycling, photography, 
seeks female for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 
GRAHAM, 50s, 5"1 O' tall, blue eyes, very 
smart, car and home owner, solvent, smoker, 
WLTM a very feminine vacacious lady, 36-60 
for romantic evenings out and holidays. 
Staffordshire, South Cheshire, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418815 

SEAN 47, 5ft 8ins, average looks, seeking 
genuine, honest, caring female. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 413945 
PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, slim, OHAC, 
seeks female, 18 plus for discreet adult fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 401875 


Men seeking men 


TALL male 57, seeks older male 60 to 80 for 
adult fun. Text only to Mailbox no: 4347071 
TOM young 59 attractive male, decent 
looking, fit, slimmish, good company & fun 
loving with many interests, seeking similar 
male. Text only to Mailbox no: 4926340 
Bl male would like to meet same, 60 to 80 
years. Must be able to accommodate for fun 
weekends. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4931168 

Bl male WLTM same for weekend fun, 60 to 
70 years old. Must be able to accommodate. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4931168 
CROSSDRESSER, 50, seeking 

crossdresser of similar age or older for 
discreet adult fun in south glos area. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4878545 


ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, 
likes music, cycling and photography, seeks 1 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 


JO 55, curvy redhead, loves eating out, 

--- VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tail th L eatre ’ travel ’ lookin 9 ^ middle-aged P d "ce 

BLUE eyed female, blonde hai,. slim, GSOH, slim and a»r active, looking ,o, kin times. ^"»< T “ , «n' v 
loving, caring, understanding, seeking similar maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel » 

male 55-55 Tel No- 0906 500 3955 Box No- No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 41 8845 | GENUINE lady looking for genuine male, age 
416989* ' ' HEATHER, wiiTtoiiiid sohTnt brunette 5660, to, fdendsitip and to have a iaugit with. 

LADY yo ung a. heart, nice eyes, seeksman looking toshare aja,ge_glass ofwineand L°j! ^1°"^ IT SiSS.*”" ,0U 
42-52 with good sense of humour. Text only ~ 1 *~ 


MICHELLE, 37, pretty, very fit, well travelled 
Tel No: 0906 500 seeks active, broadminded male to share 
new experiences and adventures with. ACA. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417651 0 


o Mailbox No: 4881572 


i whatever follows with affectionate man friend. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419031 0 


Text only to Mailbox No: 4537136 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


4pm 


PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277 0 

68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:414773 


SANDY, mature, very young looking widow 
seeks fit young man to enjoy fun, cuddles and 
kisses. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:417581 0 

ATTRACTIVE lady, young looking, single 
would love to meet uniformed officer. Must be 
sincere and genuine. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4727985 

SANDY, mature, very young looking widow 
seeks fit young man to enjoy fun, cuddles and 
kisses. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:417581 0 

GINA, attractive slim blue eyed blonde, loves 
to cook, looking for her soul mate seeks tall 
male for lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 


JAMES GSOH, likes theatre, meals out, 
socialising, seeking easy going female, 35- 

55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417469 0 


ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, 
likes music, cycling and photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 


PETE 47, enjoys walking, meals out, seeks 
female, age/looks/status unimportant, with 
similar interests for adult fun text only. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5063152 
MALE 60s WLTM genuine fun lady, 50/60s 
nights in or out, likes swimming, walks, 
music, good food etc for friendship or more. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4852727 
PAUL 50yrs, Birmingham, with own house 
and own car, I have a good sense of humour 
and I like going out, I'm looking for the right 
girl for friendship/relationship. Call me when 
you can. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418465 0 


MALE, 63, caring, easygoing, N/S seeks 
female 50-70 for friendship and romance. 
Looks unimportant. Likes occasional drink, 
eating in/out, cinema and driving. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 4188931 
COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10", blue eyes, kind 
hearted, romantic, hobbies include growing 
fuchsia's for showing and I have a vintage 
tractor that i play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a lot of fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418463 0 
MALE 63, N/S, honest, GSOH, car owner, 
seeks female, 55-70 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416817 


Women seeking Women 


LONELY mother seeks female friends for 
enlivening/enlightening coffee chats, likes 
countryside animals etc. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4860241 

ATTRACTIVE full figure bi lady 58 seeks 
female of similar age for fun times. Cotswold 
area. Text only to Mailbox No: 4636475 
SARAH shy, likes animals, football, cycling, 
walks, gardening, looking for female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 411411 0 

Friends 

LUKE 60's, seeking young Asian friend, 20- 
30's to socialise with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414841 0 

MODERN young at heart lonely lady, 70's, 

likes trips out, holidays, seeking similar lady 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:410215 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 

www.nedowning.co.uk 


lost & found 


LOST 

Small Jack Russell dog, 
Thursday, October 22, white 
body, tan face, very nervous 
and timid. 

01902 726051. 


LOST—Black and white cat, young 
male adult, missing from 
Bradley Lane area, Bilston. 
Monday, October 19. 07547 

016763. 



Family 



TED BAKER baa, Domina, as new, 
with strap, cost £110, sell £70. ono. 



ELECTRIC ARMCHAIR, lifts you up 
and down, with brochure, cost £700 
sell £80. 07950 418286. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Shoprider Sovereign, shopping 
basket on front, bag on back, 
immaculate, regularly serviced. 

Cost over £T,000, as new 
£400 ono. 

01384 296976. 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 



STERLING MOBILITY 
SCOOTER 


4mph, 19 mile range, easy 
disassembly, charger, poncho, 
bag, front and rear lights, bat¬ 
teries hold charge. 

£399 ono 

07854 459725. 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


I-\ 


2 


Leisure 

Time 



HOLIDAY HOME FOR SALE 

In the stunning Cotswold Water 
Park. 4 Star Holiday Park with 
award winning facilities. 

£31,995. 

01285 868026. 


PARK HOME FOR SALE to retired 
persons on park near Bewdley. 
Must be able to assist in light jobs 
around park. 

Inquiries 01299 266312. 


***************************** 

!AII Caravans Wanted 

; Any Age or Condition 

j ‘CASH‘WAITING* 

; Immediate collection 

• Call Bill on 07825 325 913 


WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07776373150 



FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Otd 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 



BASS PLAYER. Mature Bassist 
looking for new band, pro gear. 
07513 203273. 


GUY, LOVES TO SING Rock and 
Roll and Country music wants to 
meet guitar players to make some 
music together. 01902 219259. 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



We offer excellent customer service 
and aftercare on all our products. 



ELECTRIC BEDS 


Showroom 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge 

DY8 4BS or call 01384 378252 


OPEN MON-SAT FREE PARKING AT REAR 


mind,body & soul 


massage 


O/Quofune 

Therapy & Massage Spa 

19, Hereward Rise,Halesowen,B62 8AN 

A unique fusion of 
Swedish, Thai & Japanese massage 
with Aromatherapy & Tai Chi relaxation. 

Call 07525 126700 

See us on www.youtimetherapy.co.uk or 
FacebookYouTime Spa 



antique fairs 


ANTIQUE/COLLECTORS FAIR 

Kinver Comm Centre, Sun, 1st Nov 
& 29th, (also Bromsgrove every Fri] 
Stalls available for the 29th EST 
1979, Waverley. Next Book Fair, 
Sun 15th Nov. 0121 550 4123. 


markets 


j 




OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 


Home & 
Services 


-. singl-,-„ 

table chest of drawers, suit shabby 
chic. £300. 07837 579318. 

DARK BLUE/gold 2-seater settee, 2 
armchairs, poufe, must collect, 
£180. 01384 297202. 

DINING ROOM SUITE Old charm 
style, dresser, table and chairs. 

£550. 

01902 892565. 


LEATHER SUITE 

Lazy boy cost £2,800 accept 
£ 100 . 

Dining Suite, light oak, chairs 
black leather, £60. 

Large modern yew, display 
cabinet, cost £800 accept £75. 

01384 824468/07716 133493. 


TAN LEATHER 3 p iece suite, brown 
fabric back ana seat cushions, 
totally unused, cost £1,400, sell 
£400. Can deliver. 07874 767549. 

TWO WINGED back chairs, suitable 
for restoration. Must colelct, £100. 
01384 297202. 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 


COMICS & CIGARETTE 
CARDS 

Plus bubblegum and football 
cards such as A&BC, Barratt 
etc. Also comics and annuals 
required. Beano, Dandy, 
Marvel and other interesting old 
comics. Pre 1970 please. Will 
collect. Good cash prices paid 
for full collections. 

Text message to 
07938188610 
or call 01952 253266 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 





AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

CORNER UNIT. Beautiful wooden 
corner unit, with leaded glass doors 
and inside light and cupboard, £70 
ono. 07946 308919. 

HOSTESS TROLLEY with 4 dishes, 
pull down lid to keep plates hot £30 
quick sale. Table top fridge, little ice 
box £35. 07950 418286. 





alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


blinds 


Super 7 

7 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £199 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 


A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft *Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 



and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


V 


\ 

building services 


DAVIES & SON 
BUILDERS 

Extensions, loft conversions, 
roofing, driveways. 

See us on ‘Rated People’. 

Call 01902 579592 / 
07837 994465 



carpet & upholstery 


fencing 



gardening ' 
i services 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106/07813 184086. 


handyman ^ 
i services 



Brickwork (C&G), Fencing, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, etc. Fully 
Insured. CRB. No job too small. Free quotes. 


beddington-march.com 

07891475718/0121 6025313 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters / ^ 

decorators 1 


DECORATOR 

1 ALL domestic work 
undertaken 

Reliable & Affordable 
Special rates for OAPs 

No job too SMALL 

Call 

07957346059 


MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


removals 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


skip hire 


j}urz\ 

SKIPS 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


klHHUIIII 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Calf: 
0121 555 6060. 




4 

p< 

LAn 

ets & 
imals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


ROUND BALE HAY & HAYLAGE 

for sale. £25 per bale. Can deliver. 
01902 840603 or 07836 647754. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BEAUTIFUL KITTENS x 4, male and 
female, different colours. £40 each 
to ensure good homes. 01902 
218944 


KITTENS, 8 weeks old, litter trained, 
£25 each. To good homes only. 
Telephone 07453 489002. 


MALINOIS CROSS 
GERMAN SHEPHERD 


Malinois cross German Shep¬ 
herd Pups, big strong healthy 
Pups, Dam Czech import, Sire 
Dutch import, Son of Berry 2. 
Will make excellent Family 
guard security dogs. 

£500 ono. 

Telephone 07970166346. 


TWO LABRADOR puppies, 1 black, 
1 yellow, both dogs, 11 weeks old, 
ready to go, KC reg, £300 each. 
07964 762972 or 07966 250409. 

WEDNESBURY SANCTUARY 
NEEDS HOMES For rescued cats 
and kittens. £20 donation. 

0121 502 5027. 


Express & Star 



Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 




READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

^Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

Simply click the FreeAds icon 


‘Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 
























































































































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


6 

Property 



A FULLY FURNISHED one bed flat, 
working couple/single, off Stafford 
Road, £95pw. 0797% 211612. 
NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

DETACHED BEDSIT chalet, Tetten- 
hall/Codsall, parkland setting, 
single, professional 07795 064413. 
SMART ROOMS in shared house. 
Netherton. from £85 pw inc bills. No 
DSS. Small deposit 07970 717139 
SUPERIOR BEDSIT DUDLEY. 
Refurb’d to high standard. £70p/w, 
07581 003289, 01384 253052. 
THREE BED semi, Bilston, DG, CH, 
garden, drive, garage. Deposit. 
01902 352224. 07792 441114. 


THREE BEDROOM house, Penn 
Fields, CH, DG, decorated, car¬ 
peted. £500pcm. 0788 6781724. 



LOOK 

ONE BEDROOM BRAND 
NEW LUXURY PARK HOME 

On select country park in 
Coven. Nice gardens, GCH, 
DG. Private parking on new 
driveway, canal walks, nice 
views. 

Semi retired / retired only. 

£ 68 , 000 . 

Call 07971 307903. 

LOOK 




BRICKLAYER REQUIRES full time 
work, anything considered. 
Telephone 07871 194208. 
EXPERIENCED BRICKLAYER 

seeks employment. Anything 
considered. 07835 874659. 


MECHANICAL FITTER 
LOOKING FOR WORK. 

From a lifting gear background. 

mcotter27T1 @gmail.com 
Telephone 07450189193, 


full time - general 



Due to expansion require the following: 


UPVC WINDOW BEADER/FACTORY OPERATIVES 
WINDOW / CONSERVATORY SURVEYOR 


SALES PERSONS 

Must Be Fully Experienced Working Within The Industry 
Based In Long Lane, Halesowen 
Good rates of pay & working conditions 
PLEASE FORWARD c.v. to: 

stuart.humpherson@rydalewindows.co.uk 
or telephone 0121 559 4211 


8 

Motoring 




AUDI TT QUATTRO, 2001,133,000 
miles, red, air con, alarm, long MoT, 
alloys, multi CD player, nice car, 
call for more details, £1,875. 

01384 897776. 


S^LL^NGj 
YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALj 
01902 317878 


FORD FIESTA 07, full MoT, excel¬ 
lent condition inside and out, 
£1,595. 07468 925114. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


HYUNDAI ilO 1.5 ACTIVE 

2013, 5 door, hatchback, e/w, 
e/m, abs, 13,500 miles, very 
cheap car, £20 tax, used daily, 
Cat D. 

£4,250. 

Telephone 07828 749540. 


properties wanted 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



GET A FAST 
RESPONSE 
ADVERTISE 

Local newspapers and websites offer the most effective 
combination for driving consumer action. Readers are 
more than twice as likely to act upon local advertisements 
than those on TV and social media 


To find out more about advertising in 


Express & Star 


HYUNDAI COUPE 2.0 SE Auto, 
2004, 28,000 miles, superb car to 
drive, excellent condition. £2,500. 
01902 741598. 


KIA PICANTO 1 


59 plate, MoT’d April, Full main 
dealer SH, just over 14,000 
miles only, rear tinted windows, 
£30 per year tax, immaculate 
condition, ideal 1st car. 
£4,150 ono. 

07752 065437. 


MERCEDES C200 diesel, 2006, 
immaculate inside and out, private 
reg inluded, serviced, towbar, twin 
electrics, £3,750. 07811 603341. 

MERCEDES C220 diesel, auto, full 
history, MoT till Feb 2016, £1,800 
ono. 07733 272900. 


MINI CONVERTIBLE 06, black, full 
MoT, SH, usual extras, lovely con¬ 
dition. £3,200. o.n.o. 01384 440258 
/ 07935 337167. 


PEUGEOT 308VTi 5dr hatchback, 
09 reg, dark beige, 47,000 miles, 
MoT T\lov, excellent condition 
£3,200 ono. 07588 089025. 

ROVER 75 Connoisseur SE CDi TR, 
1951cc, silver, Diesel Estate, 03 
reg, 90,874 miles, FSH, MoT April. 
£1,600.01902 739554. 

SEAT IBIZA 1.4 16v DAB Special 
Edition, 56 reg, 46,000 miles, 
manual, petrol, yellow, abs, air con, 
pas, MoT, fsh. £2,800 ono. 

07505 710421. 


SKODA FABIA SE TDi Dsl Est 2010 

49k. Showroom condition,company 
car forces sale. FSH, £4,795. 
Genuine calls only 07716 344906. 
TOYOTA AYGO 1000CC Grey, 2 
keepers, 56 plate, 70k, £20 road 
tax, ideal 1st car. £2,450 ono. 
07760 887220. 


VOLKSWAGEN FOX 1198CC 

2010, 50,800 miles, black, air 
bag, alarm, long MoT, stereo, 
CD, alarm. Next service due 
Aug 2016, insurance group 1. 
Good condition. 

£2,800 ono. 

07702 834322. 


VW PASSAT Est, 1.9 TDi SE, 130 
Auto, 2001, 12 months MoT, alloy 
wheels, e/w, a/c, parking sensors. 
£1,650 ono. 07835 469260. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CITROEN C2, AUTOMATIC, 2006, 
35,000 miles, red, electric windows, 
air con, alarm, long MoT, metallic 
paint, stop start, £1,295. 

07773 996403. 

CITROEN C5 ESTATE 2003, 
141,400 miles, silver, 11 months 
MoT, 6 years service new clutch 
brakes drives superb £949 07581 
057277. 

CITROEN PICASSO 1.6 Desire, 
2005, 05 reg., one owner, full MoT, 
all extras, very nice condition, £675. 
07570 466779. 


FIAT PUNTO Blue, 5-dr, Excellent 
condition, T reg, MoT’d Serviced 
regularly. £350. 07775 268149. 

FORD FIESTA Fun, 2001, petrol, 
1299cc, 81,000 miles, full MoT, 
£400 ono. 07432 403911 / 01902 
833126. 

FORD FOCUS, 2003, 79,000 miles, 
new tyres pads and battery this 
year, MoT 2016, clean all round 
condition. £850 ono. 

07931 791551. 

FORD KA, 02, blue, electric 
windows, air con. MoT lapsed but 
good runner. 72,000 miles. CD. 
£175 ono. 07966 046172. 


FORD KA 

2005, 64,500 miles, silver, abs, 
air bag, MoT, pas, stereo, CD. 

£700. 

07970 706338. 


FORD KA 54 reg, pepper red, 10 
months MoT, 83,000 miles, good 
condition inside and out. alloy 
wheels. £650 ono. 07835 085563. 


HYUNDAI SANTA FE 2003, Metalic 
red, electric windows & mirrors, air 
con, service history, remote locking 
Mot. £1,495 07973614937 


JAGUAR XJ8, 3.2 litre, R reg, 4 
months MoT, 96k miles, £600 ono. 

Call for more details on 07594 
269837. 

NISSAN MICRA 1.0,2001,3dr, blue, 
full MoT, 70k, excellent condition, 
£750. 07561 205814. 

NISSAN MICRA 1.0, 4-Dr. W reg, 
silver, 63,000 miles, 7 months MoT. 
Good runner, £299. 

Telephone 07954 997652. 

RENAULT CLIO Absolutely fabu¬ 
lous, 1.2, 2006, all genuine, must 
sell owner going abroad. PX 
£1,495.01902 762528. 

RENAULT CLIO EXPRESSION 1.4, 
16v, 2004, full MoT, 5 door, black, 
rc/l, abs, s/r, good tyres, etc, £800 
ono. 07746 501862. 


RENAULT MEGANE.1.6, 56 plate, 
5-dr, black, manual, 63,000 miles, 
long MoT, E/W, PAS, A/C, good 
condition. £1,150. 07838 897643. 

ROVER MG 1.8 ZS + Saloon, blue, 
low miles, 12 months MoT, rust free 
example. £950. May part ex. 01902 
530123. 07747 740971. 

VOLKSWAGON GOLF GTI 2003, 
129,000 miles, gleaming black, all 
usual gti refinents, stunning vehicle 
£850 ono 07887 848196. 

VOLKSWAGON GOLF GTI 2003, 
Cat C, 129k, gleaming black, all 
usual gti refinents, stunning vehicle 
£595 ono 07887 848196. 


VW POLO 1.4 CL. T reg, petrol, 5dr 
hatchback, MoT’d. 

£325. 

01384 279200. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 
01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



VAUXHALL COMBI 1.7 Diesel van, 
long MoT, good condition, 02 reg, 
lots of new parts, Bargain £750. 
01902 452191. 


MUST BE SEEN 


VAUXHALL CORSA VAN 
1.3CDTi SPORTIF 


Air con, 2012, 1 owner, very 
good condition, fsh, 6 speed 
gearbox, alloy wheels, Zenon 
headlights, high miles. Superb 
van, silver, any trial or 
inspection. 1 st to see will buy. 

£3,000. 

Telephone 07834 267299. 


EXCELLENT 

CONDITION 


Homer’s 


Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 


07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



HONDA REBEL 250 CLASSIC 

1998, excellent condition for age. 
£1,100 ono. Contact Lisa 07505 
357726./01384 356776. 

WANTED OLD BRITISH MOTOR¬ 
CYCLE for restoration, also any old 
Norton single parts. 

Telephone 01922 415137. 



ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 




TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 



mobile | 
v mechanics I 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


9 



Local 

Information 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562711083/ 
07831 245313 

CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



accessories & > 
V services 


LOAD LINER and Roll over bars for 
Mitsubishi pick up truck, almost 
new. £300. No offers. 

Call 01902 785453. 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


10 

Personals 





AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5* customer rated-Mon-Fri 10-9pm. 
Sat-Sun: 10-11pm. 0121 472 7281. 



GUY, 58, 5ft 11 ins, 
MEDIUM BUILD 

Not a bad looker. 

That has everything apart from 
that special girl in his life. 

To date me you must be 
slender, attractive, well spoken, 
35-50, N/S and who has a love 
of the countryside. 
Bobbington area. 

Box Number P20103 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


PETITE LADY, 60’S. 

likes film, theatre, reading and 
walking, would like to meet gent 
for friendship and sharing my 
interests. 

Photo appreciated (returned). 

Box Number P20104, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



SEMI RETIRED MALE 

Wishes to meet a nice, caring 
lady, aged up to 65. 
Varied interests include the 
countryside and evenings out. 
Stourbridge, Dudley and 
surrounding areas. 

Box Number P20101 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



★ ★★ 

WIDOW EARLY 80’S 

I’m only 5ft tall, I live in a 
bungalow and would like to 
meet gent, similar age for 
companionship and to spend 
time together, Wombourne, 
Kingswinford and surrounding 
areas. 

Box Number P20102 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



STRAITS FC 


MINI KICKS FOOTBALL 
SKILLS. 

Five to seven year olds. 
Boys and girls. 
Saturday mornings. 

To book your place contact 

Martin on 07954 835010. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


EXCHANGE WANTED 

2 bed bungalow, Lincoln Green, 
Bushbury, very quiet, for a 2 
bed bungalow, East Park, need 
to be near my Daughter for 
health reasons. Sorry no flats, 
move after Christmas if 
preferred. 01902 787370. 


MOVE YOUR MOTOR 
SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 



£ 48.50 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES 

6 NIGHTS IN 
PRINT 

1 WEEK ONLINE 

AN INSERT INTO 
YOUR LOCAL 
CHRONICLES L 


TlWW 325Ci 
CONVERTIBLE 

2002, 72,000 miles, metallic 
s'fver black hood, taxed, full 
MoT, full service history, leather 
heated seats, aircon, excellent 
condition, nice eye catcher. 

£2,995 ono. 

01902 123456. 




6 NIGHTS FREE IF 
YOU DO NOT SELL! 


£ 31.00 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES 


SKODA FABIA 
1.4 CLASSIC 

5dr hatchback, 2003, metallic 
blue, 45,000 miles, FSH 12 
months MoT, 6 months tax 
excellent inside and out. 

£1,595 ono. 
01902123456. 


6 NIGHTS IN PRINT. 1 WEEK ONLINE 
AN INSERT INTO YOUR LOCAL CHRONICLES 

6 NIGHTS FREE IF YOU 
DO NOT SELL! 


£21.oo 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES 


I RENAULT CLIO 1.2 CAMPUS l 

Sport 06 plate, BRG, 55K, four I 
[?° nt hs ta x11 months MoT, CD, I 
EW, FSH, £3,450. 01902 123456 I 


6 NIGHTS IN PRINT. 1 WEEK ONLINE I 

AN INSERT INTO YOUR LOCAL CHRONICLES 


6 NIGHTS FREE IF YOU 
DO NOT SELL! 


BOOK ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 
EMAIL: marie.hogg@expressandstar.co.uk 


*SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Tel: 01902 317878 ClassifiedAds 
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ASX is back in contention 


By John Griffiths 

It’s hard to come up with just one 
reason for the phenomenon, but 
there’s no doubt that the car buy¬ 
ing public’s love affair with ‘cross¬ 
over’ vehicles has made them the 
biggest-sellers in the market. 

It”s probably a combination of pur¬ 
poseful looks, the high ‘command” driv¬ 
ing position and the prospect of some 
off-road and winter weather potential, 
but sales are still growing and so are the 
number of models available. 

Mitsubishi’s offering is the ASX: not new ex¬ 
actly, but now a second generation model with 
a raft of upgrades is now taking to the roads 
of Britain. It does stand out from the herd, not 
least because of its pedigree. Mitsubishi has a 
wealth of experience in producing four wheel 
drive cars and this family-orientated model is 
based on the same platform as the iconic, high 
performance Lancer Evolution. 

It comes with three engine options: a 1.6 
petrol, a brand new and highly efficient 1.6 
turbo diesel and, in top of the range versions 
only, a 2.2 diesel mated to a six-speed auto¬ 
matic transmission. 

It’s front end is particularly distinctive due 
to its large radiator grille set in a softer, more 
rounded shape made largely with impact-ab¬ 
sorbing plastic panels - saving weight and, in 
the worst case scenario, possibly lives as it is 
designed to reduce injuries in a pedestrian col¬ 
lision. Yet it still has the stronger lines of a tra¬ 
dition SUV, rather than a family hatchback on 
steroids. This is reinforced by the impressive 
ground clearance and protective black plastic 
panels on the lower edges. It’s a full five-seater 
with a light and airy cabin, a family-sized boot 
and it is well-equipped with quality trim. 


Prices are competitive, with the top of the 
range ZC-H - with four wheel drive, the most 
powerful 2.2 litre diesel and automatic trans¬ 
mission - at £24,899. 

At the other end of the scale, the 1.6 litre, 
115bhp petrol front wheel drive model comes 
in at a modest £14,999. The 2.2 auto is nip¬ 
py with a 0 to 62mph time of 10.8 seconds, 
and an official average fuel consumption of 
48.7mpg C02 rating 157g/km). 

During my test I managed a very reasonable 
37mpg on two runs across the West Midlands 
in the rush hour, and 44mpg during mixed 
town and country driving. 

Improved 

Weight saving, has of course played its part 
in the improved performance/economy combi¬ 
nation, as has the advanced four wheel drive 
system. On models which have this improved 
system, you’ll normally be perfectly happy with 
the fuel-saving front wheel drive option. But if 
conditions get slippery you only have to press 
a button and you’re in ‘auto’ mode, where 
torque is automatically distributed between 
axles according to driving style and conditions 
- when the front wheels start to slip, for exam¬ 
ple. Anything between two and 50 per cent of 
the torque can be transferred to the rear axles 
virtually instantly. 

Press the button again and you have four 
wheel drive locked in, for snow or the occa¬ 
sion off-road foray, when a higher proportion 
of torque is fed to the rear, 

Electric power steering and a regenerative 
braking system also help to save fuel. 

The six-speed auto transmission has three 
modes: ‘eco’ and sport plus sport with man¬ 
ual changes via paddles behind the steering 
wheel. In sport mode, the system allows you to 
use the higher rev ranges before changing up, 
and changes down more readily, too. 

But to be honest, conscious of economy I 



stuck almost entirely with ‘eco’ mode as the 
2.2 turbo diesel has plenty of low range torque 
and is impressively responsive to ‘kick-down’, 
allowing you to surge ahead of slower traffic. 

The suspension is longer-travel and a little 
beefier than a standard saloon, reflecting its 
off-road potential, but it is well damped so it 
doesn’t crash over badly surfaced roads. 

The ASX has a longish wheelbase, relative 
to its size, and together with its lighter weight 
this has helped to sharpen up its handling. 
Driver and passengers sit tall with large areas 
of glass under that large, panoramic glass roof 
which adds to the feeling of space. 

Air conditioning and a new entertainment, 
satnav and communications system based 


around a centre console screen, which also 
shows you a rear view as soon as you select 
reverse. There are remote controls for the com¬ 
munications/stereo on the steering wheel, too, 
as well as the simple to operate cruise control. 

The ASX was awarded a five-star EuroNCAP 
safety rating, helped by an array of technology 
to prevent or reduce the effects of a collision. 
This includes active stability control, traction 
control, hill start assist, ABS with electronic 
brake force distribution, emergency stop sig¬ 
nal activation and no less than seven airbags. 

It’s likely the biggest seller will be Mitsubi¬ 
shi’s new 1.6 turbo diesel, which with 112bhp 
and well over twice the torque of its petrol sta- 
blemate, is only fractionally behind the flag¬ 


ship 2.2 auto in performance terms.But it’s 
the winner in terms of fuel and tax costs with 
figures of 61.4mpg and 119g/km in two wheel 
drive versions, and 56.5mpg and 132g/km for 
the 4WD model. 

The boot has 419 litres of space (plus an 
underfloor compartment) which increases to 
1,193 litres if you fold down the rear seats. 

The ASX has purposeful looks which help 
to set it apart from its growing band of com¬ 
petitors and the latest upgrades in economy, 
safety and technology have brought it back 
into contention with some of the newer rivals 
launched in the last couple of years. 

Space, comfort and an upmarket feel add to 
its proven competence. 



SCRAPPAGE 

PLUS FREE INSURANCE 


Well give you minimum £2000 SCRAPPAGE 
ALLOWANCE Itoryour old carlo put towards 

brand new VauxhaU across our Range’ 


NEWVAUXHALL CORSA 
or, ^ LIMITED EDITION 1.2 3DR 


• Air conditioning • 17-inch black alloy wheels • Cruise control • LED daytime running lights 

• Front fog lights* Sports-style front seats • IntelliLink audio system with digital radio 

• Bluetooth® connectivity* USB connection with iPod control 


£179 

DEPOSIT 


£179 

PER MONTH 


4.1% APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


On the Road Price 

35 Monthly Payments 

Customer deposit 

Deposit Contribution 

Scrappage Allowance 

Amount of Credit 

Optional Final Payment 

Total amount payable 1 / 10/ ADD 

£15,385.80 IliisC* 

£14,385.00 

£179.88 

£179.00 

£1,190.00 

£2,000.00 

£11,016.00 

£5,423.00 


Based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage charged at 9p per mile. An Arrangement Fee and Credit Arrangement Fee of £149.00 is payable usually with the first and final payments respectively. 



Ne w Adam with 



N ew Meriva wit h 

lYi.nnMNtwayacli 


New Astra with 


EXCLUSIVE TO YOUR BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALERS 


1 YEARS’ FREE INSURANCE ONLY £9918-20 YEAR OLDS' 1 


5YEARS 

% APR 

FINANCE 

WITH NIL DEPOSIT 
AVAILABLE* 


New Mokka with 


Halesowen Motor House 

Dudley Rd, Halesowen, West Midlands B633NH 
01215030001 www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


T Wall Garages 

High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford DY6 8XB 
01384288333 www.twall.co.uk 


Stourbridge Motor House 

High Street, Amblecote, Nr. Stourbridge DY84DG 
01384 447970 www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


Dudley Motor Company 

Trindle Rd, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 7AY 
01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


VAAJXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C02 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), 

Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C02 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technicat factors. tYou must have owned the vehicle to be part-exchange vehicle for at 
least 90 days and have a valid MOT, offer Excludes Viva, Corsa Sting, Sting R and Adam Jam, Partner and Associate Scrappage Allowances may vary. *Finance provided by GMACUKplc, P.O.Box 6666, Cardiff, CF157YT. Finance applicants must be 18 or over. Option 1 Pay final payment & keep the car. Option 2 - Return the car. Option 3 - Trade in against a new 
vehicle, insurance offer subject to eligibility, terms and conditions. All offers subject to availability, terms and conditions. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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Versatility 
and space 
make Jazz 
big winner 



By John Griffiths 


Honda’s baby is growing up - in more ways 
than one - with a new Jazz which has blos¬ 
somed into one of the biggest and most ver¬ 
satile hatchbacks in its class. 

It may be Honda’s smallest car, but the all-new 
Jazz’s interior offers the sort of space which puts 
some family saloons to shame, particularly if you 
happen to be a six-footer confined to the rear seats. 

It’s all down to clever packaging, as the new car is a 
sleeker, more aerodynamic shape and less than four inches 
longer than its predecessor. Higher quality materials, new 
technology and a more refined ride convey the feeling that 
this third generation car has grown up in other ways, too. 

Prices range from £13,495 to £17,425 but perhaps the 
limiting factor is that there is only one engine option, a 
1,300cc, 102bhp petrol unit. 

It does come, though, with the option of a manual gear¬ 
box or a continuously variable transmission auto, which is 
actually more economical - enough to promise tax as well 
as fuel savings. 

Although the engine choice was obviously made long 
before the controversy about diesel emissions hit the head¬ 
lines, it will be interesting to see if that has any impact on 
Jazz sales. But maybe Honda thought that a family-sized 
hatchback offering average petrol usage of between 55 and 
61mpg was incentive enough in this market. 

The new Jazz looks sleeker, more sporty,with sculpted 
side panels and a bolder new front end with echoes of the 
larger Civic. But it’s on the inside where it scores, with the 
use of higher grade materials, new technology on higher 
grade models, new seats, and, of course, the amount of 
extra room created in the redesign. The top of the range 
test car with its clear instruments and trim which combined 
touches of leather, chrome and high glass plastic had a 
more expensive feel than its actual price tag 

Its 0 to 62mph acceleration time is reasonably nifty at 11.2 
seconds (a fraction longer with the CVT transmission) but 
even when pushed hard between gears the engine remains 
sewing machine smooth. 

Refined 

Perhaps more significant is that sixth gear is almost an 
overdrive, so that during motorway cruising it’s particularly 
refined for a small car: you’re more likely to be aware of the 
gentle hiss of the large wing mirrors disrupting the airflow 
than of anything mechanical. 

The new chassis and body are light but particularly stiff, 
which contributes to the low noise levels but also means the 
Jazz is light and responsive to steering input. Its suspension 
is tuned for a supple ride yet it resists the tendency to rock 
‘n’roll through corners, an essential in terms of ride comfort. 

The rear doors are large, for easy access, and once inside 
even a six-footer will have head and leg room to spare. 

The Jazz has Honda’s trademark ‘magic seat’ system 
which means the rear seats are multi-adjustable (and can 
even be reclined) to juggle between the demands of cargo 
and passengers It has a generous 354 litres of boot space, 
rising to 884 if the rear seats are folded down. 

The test car was a top of the range EX Nav specification, 
which comes in at £16,325. With its manual transmission its 
official fuel average is 55.4mpg with a C02 rating of 120g/ 
km. But if you pay an extra £11,000 for the CVT version, you 
actually get a couple of extra miles per gallon and a lower 
C02 rating of 114g/km, according to the official test figures. 

The cleanest and greenest Jazz in the range is the entry 
level S model with the CVT system at £14,59, with 61.4mpg 
and 108g/km, which also brings it down one VED tax band 
(from C to B). 

This base model comes with a CD/stereo with Bluetooth 
and remote controls on the steering wheel, electric win¬ 
dows, automatic lights and wipers, stop/start system and 
Honda’s ‘’magic seats’, (those in the rear can recline, too). 
Safety features such as front, side and curtain airbags, sta¬ 
bility assist, hill start assist, city brake and electronic brake 
force distribution are standard across the range. 

Higher up the range features such as electrically heated 
and adjustable mirrors, alloy wheels, parking sensors, and 
the Honda Connect infotainment and connectivity system, 
controlled by a centrally mounted seven-inch touchscreen, 
are added. The EX gets a rear view camera, automatic air 
conditioning, rear privacy glass, leather steering wheel and 
electric windows all round. SatNav is available on SE and 
EX ‘Navi’ versions. 

For me the new Jazz is a winner in the space race, yet 
with only a minimal increase in exterior size it’s no more dif¬ 
ficult to handle around town or to park. 

It may only have one engine option, but it’s one that can 
rival many smaller, one-litre city cars for economy and tax 
efficiency so it’s unlikely to harm the Jazz’s heritage as one 
of Honda’s most popular models. 


OakGarage 

Qnor'ia I ictc In fine fl\A/nor I r»\A/ l\/liloano .CO.U 


Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 



Our Low Mileage Selection 

62 Aveo 1.4 LTZ Auto Black Only 3000 Miles 

62 Kia Venga 1.6 2 Auto Red Only 3000 Miles 

14 Meriva 1.4 SE Silver Only 4000 Miles 

12 Zafira 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Blue Only 7000 Miles 

12 Ka 1.2 Edge Red Only 7000 Miles 

62 Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Tomtom Blue Only 10000 Miles 

14 VW Golf 2.0 TSI R DSG Blue Only 12000 Miles 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Silver Only 12000 Miles 

11 Astra 1.6 Exclusiv Blue Only 12000 Miles 

12 Kia Venga 1.6 2 Auto Silver Only 14000 Miles 

63 Juke 1.6 N-Tec Black Only 15000 Miles 
12 Agila 1.2 SE Black Only 16000 Miles 

10 Note 1.5 DCI N-Tec Black Only 16000 Miles 
62 3008 1.6 HDI Active 2 Black Only 17000 Miles 
12 Berlingo 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS6 Grey 17000 Miles 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Blue Only 17000 Miles 
60 Fiesta 1.6 TDCI Titanium 3dr Red Only 17000 Miles 
Citroen 

60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 21k 
12 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Beige 31k 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 34k 

63 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exclusive EGS6 Grey 25k 
62 C4 1.6 VTR+ Auto Red 39k 

12 Berlingo 1.6 HDI VTR Black 36k 

Ford 

12 Fiesta 1.6 TDCI Zetec Ink Blue 23k 
09 Fiesta 1.6 TDCI Titanium 3dr Green 89k 
62 Focus 1.6 TDCI Titanium Black 29k 

Nissan 

58 Note 1.4 Visia Silver 63k 
12 Note 1.4 N-Tec+ Blue 19k 

12 Note 1.6 Acenta Auto Blue 26k 

13 Juke 1.6 Acenta Premium Auto Blue 25k 
12 Juke 1.6 Acenta Red 25k 

62 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Black 37k 

Peugeot 

12 207 1.4 HDI Active Blue 26k 
10 207 1.4 Verve Red 43k 

61 Bipper Tepee 1.3 HDI EGC Grey 18k 

Renault 

12 Clio 1.2 Dyn Tomtom 3dr Silver 32k 

62 Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Tomtom Red 38k 

60 Gr Scenic 1.5 DCI Priv Tomtom Grey 55k 


£6,995 

£8,495 

£9,995 

£8,995 

£5,795 

£10,995 

£28,495 

£7,995 

£6,995 

£7,995 

£11,995 

£5,995 

£6,995 

£9,995 

£8,29! 

£7,99! 

£6,995 


Vauxhall 

12 Meriva 1.4 SE Blue 20k £7,995 

12 Meriva 1.4 SE Grey 25k £7,495 

12 Meriva 1.4 SE Red 29k £6,995 

62 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Brown 37k £6,995 

60 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exc Auto With Wheelchair Topbox £6,995 

61 Insignia 2.0 CDTI SRI 160 Nav Silver 25k £9,495 

12 Antara 2.2 CDTI Exc 163 Auto Black 23k £11,995 

Other 

12 Honda Civic 1.4 i-VTEC SE Red 20k £8,495 

55 Jaguar S Type 2.7D V6 SE 4dr Auto Red £4,995 

04 Toyota Avensis 1.8 T3-X Silver 75k £2,495 

56 VW Polo 1.2 S 55 3dr Silver 49k £3,495 

12 VW Polo 1.2 60 Match Black 55k £6,795 


* 


£7,495 

£7,495 

£7,495 

£9,495 

£6,995 

£7,495 

£7,495 

£4,995 

£9,995 

£2,995 

£6,995 

£6,495 

£10,795 

£8,995 

£10,495 

£6,495 

£4,495 

£5,995 

£5,495 

£9,495 

£6,995 



Only 500 Yards From 
Merry Hill Shopping Center: 



Sales Line Open Till 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 


All Motability Vehicle:-, ve 

* One Owner From New 

* Full Main Dealer Service History 

* Guaranteed Low Mileage 
*1-3 Years Old 

* 1200 Cars Available Online 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I .Sterling Park, Brierley Hill Dy5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 
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Stylish and a good drive 


By Bob Hickman 

The latest Clio is a curvaceous, 
sleek coupe style vehicle. It’s 
the fourth generation and Re¬ 
nault has worked hard to ensure 
that the Clio retains its brand 
loyalty but also capitalises and 
gains more buyers in the hotly 
competitive super mini category. 

You only need to glance at the Clio 
to see that it is stylish. Bright LED day¬ 
time running lights add emphasis and 
the hidden rear door handles make 
the vehicle look virtually coupe-like - 
disguising the fact that this is a five- 
door hatch. 

The new Clio is both wider, longer and 
lower, with an extended wheelbase which 
translates to more interior space. 

Thanks to clever engineering and new 
materials it is 100 kgms lighter than its pre¬ 
decessor and this relates to lower running 
costs. 

Described as a super-mini, the Clio can 
accommodate five adults, although if like 
me they are six-footers they will struggle 
just a little bit for legroom. 

The rear is reasonably big enough for the 
external size of the vehicle and the boot, 
whilst not over generous, has the ability to 
be extended if only driver and passenger 
are contained. There is also a 60/40 split 
facility. 

It is over 22 years since Clios first arrived 
and with more than 11.5 million sold in over 
115 countries, Renault has obviously got 
something right with this popular vehicle. 

My Clio was equipped with a 1.5-litre 
diesel engine. This develops 90 bhp, suf¬ 


ficient to give a top speed where necessary 
and legal, of 112 mph and a 0-60 gallop in 
marginally over 11 seconds. 

One of the important figures is the C02 
emissions and at 90 g/km, this is in vehicle 
excise duty band A which means no vehicle 
excise licence. 

Renault claim extraordinary figures of 
78.5 mpg - the computer told me at the end 
of a week of very mixed mileage that I had 
achieved 57 miles to the gallon which I found 
to be perfectly acceptable in real world driv¬ 
ing. 

The 1.5 DCi performs adequately without 
being overly noisy, although there is no mis¬ 
taking that it is diesel power under the bon¬ 
net. 

Dynamics 

The gearbox was notchy and fifth gear was 
not particularly comfortable at a speed of an¬ 
ything less than 40 mph. 

I particularly liked the driving dynamics of 
the vehicle. The steering wheel was chunky 
and large, and didn’t obscure the graphics 
which were contained in a binnacle in front 
of the driver and also in the centre console. 
My particular vehicle, the Media Nav, had an 
excellent system directly in front and to the 
left, regrettably as with most of these systems 
it did mean averting the eye on occasions to 
operate the touchscreen system. 

One particular feature that I would like to 
highlight and found to be very, very useful 
were the cruise control and speed limiter 
buttons located in the central console just 
in front and below the handbrake. Move the 
switch forward and you could dial in a speed 
limit, click it backwards and it activated cruise 
control and then one button on the steering 
wheel to alter the speed. 

In this day and age of speed cameras, it 
was an absolute boon. On motorways with 



‘New Clio not only looks 
great but is an excellent 
vehicle to drive and I am 
sure will continue to give 
new owners a welcome 
and rewarding experience.’ 


temporary restrictions you dial in the 
speed, and in and around town it is quite 
easy to dial in a speed and avoid those 
hefty penalties for exceeding the speed 
limit. 

The Clio’s ride and handling were one of 
a vehicle at ease within its own suit - it was 
compliant as you would expect, steering at 
all times was balanced and the car turned 
in and held its line perfectly on reasonably 
twisty B Class roads and had a degree of 
accuracy and poise which was a rewarding 
feature. 

The new Clio not only looks great but 


is an excellent vehicle to drive and I am 
sure will continue to give new owners a 
welcome and rewarding experience. It is 
cheap to run and with a distinct abhor¬ 
rence of fuel stations with the 1.5-litre DCi 
I have little doubt that the new generation 
of Clio will add to the already 11.5 million 
owners that Renault have achieved in the 
previous 22 years. 

My particular car had an on the road 
price of £16,595, a four-year 100,000 miles 
warranty, service intervals at 18,000 miles 
or one-year and in addition a four-year 
roadside cover is incorporated. 



Halesowen Autos 

Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 





Express & Star 


L 

07/57 Volkswagen Touareg 2.5 TDI 

Diesel DPF1/4 SE E4TipAutomatic 1, Silver, Grey Leafier, Alloys, Sat-Nav, Climate Control 

>£11995/£55 Per Week 

E3 

j 06/06 Mercedes CLSCLS320 CDI 

Diesel 4drTip Automatic 75k, Silver, Black Leather, Alloys, Sat-Nav, Climate Control 

I £9495/£49 Per Week 


07/07 Honda CR-V 2.2 i-CTDi Diesel ES 

5dr 4WD, 64k, Beige,Alloys, Climate Control, CD Player 

£7995 / £41 Per Week 


1 09/09 Vauxhall insignia 2.0 Elite Turbo Estate 
Automatic 56k, Sage Metallic, Alloys, Cream Leather, Climate Control, E/Windows 

£7695 / £39 Per Week 


107/57 Jaguar S-Type 2.7DV6 Diesel SE 

! 4dr, 79k, Grey,Alloys, Savannah Leather, Heated Seats, Sat-Nav, CD Player 

£7495/£39 Per Week 

SR 

08/08 Jaguar X-Type 2.2D S Diesel 

4dr Automatic, 55k, Blue, Alloys, Half Cream Leather, Climate Control, CD Player 

£7495 / £39 Per Week 

HE 

07/07 Volvo V50 2.5 SE Lux D5 Estate Automatic 

67k, Blue Netallic,Alloys, Grey Leather, Climate Control, E/Windows 

£6995 / £36 Per Week 

s 

12/12 Chrysler Ypsilon 0.9TwinAir Limited 

Sdr, *ZER0 ROADTOT MPG* ONLY 13k miles, Beige and Grey,Alloys,Air Con, CD Payer 

£6495 / £33 Per Week 

r 7 

09/09 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 

3dr, ONLY 26k MILES, Red Metallic,Alloys, Air con, CD, Heated ft screen 

£6295 / £33 Per Week 


uT 

09/09 Citroen Berlingo Multispace XTR 1.6 HDI Diesel 

61 k, Silver, Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£5695 / £27 Per Week 

w 

11/60 Vauxhall Meriva Exclusive 1.4 Turbo 

39k, Silver, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, E/Windows 

£5695 / £27 Per Week 

\M 

12/62 Citroen C3 PicassoVTR Plus 1.6 HDI Diesel 
*0NLY £30 ROADTAX* 112k, Red, Alloys, Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 

3 

09/09 Ford KA 1.2 Style 

3dr, 39k, Blue metallic, CD player, E/windows 

£4295 / £21 Per Week 


07/57Vauxhall Corsa I.6T 16VSRi 

3dr, 68k, Red,Alloys,Two Tone Bed and Black Interior, Air Con, CD Player 

£4295 / £21 Per Week 

m 

08/58 Mitsubishi 1-Car 659ccTurbo Automatic 
*0NLY £30 ROADTAX*,55 MPG,45k, Blue,Alloys,Air Con, CD Player 

£3995 / £19 Per Week 


108/08 Ford Focus 1.6 Style 5dr, 

PONE OWNER* 55k, Bed, Air Conditioning, CD Player, Electric Windows 

£3695 / £18 Per Week 

a 

10/10 Chevrolet Spark 1.0 Plus 

43k, Silver, Air Con, CD, E/Windows, *0nly £30 Road Tax* 

£3495 / £17 Per Week 

y 


> 07/07 Kia Picanto 1.0 Zipp 

5dr, 44k, Red, E/Sunroof, CD, E/Windows 

£2695 / £16 Per Week 


Finance example: 10/10 Chevrolet Spark 1.0 plus, Cash Price £3495, Deposit £300, Amount of credit £3195, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 11.8% Apr, 
60 Payments of £69.90 (£16.13 per week) Total amount payable £4793.44 (Includes £150 Document fee and £150 Completion fee, Subject to status) 
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Yeltz notch 
up their 
second win 
in a week 

Halesowen 2 Skelmersdale 1 

HALESOWEN got their second 
win in a week, beating Skelmers¬ 
dale 2-1 at home to go ninth in the 
Evo-Stik Northern Premier table. 

It was a good performance by 
John Hill’s men, though Daniel 
Platt in goal had to make a num¬ 
ber of saves. 

After a slow opening, Halesowen 
took the lead on 14 minutes when 
Platt’s headed clearance even¬ 
tually found Keyon Reffel on the 
right. 

He squared the ball to Aaron 
Daniels who turned and finished 
the move off beautifully. 

Platt denied Jack Phillips twice 
and Kenny Strickland, but it was- 
generally the Yeltz who were mak¬ 
ing most of the play during the 
game. 

Skelmersdale worked hard look¬ 
ing for an equaliser in the second 
half,substitute Louis Corrigan 
went close but again Platt was in 
top form. 

Halesowen increased their lead 
on 72 minutes when Reece Hales 
ran across the edge of the box and 
shot into the corner of the net. 

Skelmersdale captain Robert 
McIntosh reduced the deficit with 
a fierce shot into the net four min¬ 
utes from time but they couldn’t 
force an equaliser. 

But Yeltz held on and will host 
Mickleover for their next match. 

Team: Platt; Connolly; Griffiths 
(Cooper 45); Denny (C); Elvins; 
Lewis; Charlton; Bragoli; Reffell 
(Gueyes 80); Daniels (Waite 74); 
Hales. 

Subs not used: Morrison; 
Sargeant 

Attendance: 303 


Chinu grabs 
another title 
in wrestling 

A wrestler who trained in Wolver¬ 
hampton returned to his old stomp¬ 
ing ground to win the British Cham¬ 
pionship Freestyle. 

Chinu, who is 28 and lives in Old¬ 
bury is an Olympic freestyle wrestler 
and five-time English Champion. 

Last weekend the athlete, who 
wrestles in the super heavyweight, 
125 kg class, won the championship 
which was held at Aldersley Leisure 
Centre, Aldersley. 

The 2014 Commonwealth Games 
bronze medallist faced two oppo¬ 
nents in his weight class to come 
first. The first against J Kamden of 
Scotland who was runner-up and 
then K Boyal of Nottingham who 
came in third. 

Chinu also won the British cham¬ 
pionship 2014 and this was his 8th 
British title. 


TD have worst game possible 


Team Dudley 0 Shenstone Pathfinders 5 

TEAM Dudley’s manager described his team’s per¬ 
formance as the worst of his tenure (and club his¬ 
tory). 

TDgot their just deserts against Shenstone which 
left few in a red and black shirt with any credit. 

The home side struggled to get going in wet con¬ 
ditions with manager Stewart Holmes making one 
change from last week’s point at Wyrley. 

Ryan Passey entered the midfield fray for Lee 
Clarke who was rested to the bench. 

They should have taken the lead when Seb Finkle 
fired over inside the area but other efforts were sim¬ 
ply held by Green from distance. Nathan Jones had 


another effort saved but the efforts within the TD 
camp were questionable as Shenstone wanted every 
single ball more than their opposition, they did the 
basics better and got their rewards just two minutes 
before the half time whistle. 

If TD had gone in at 0-0 they’d have been a very 
lucky side so when Alex Leonard scored on 43 min¬ 
utes it was more expected than anything. 

A free kick was whipped in, Kyle Green punched 
the ball but it hit a Shenstone shin, fell to Leonard, 
the Shenstone captain, on the goal line to finish. 

Then, on the stroke of half time it was 2-0, punish¬ 
ing a high line ball through the back four saw James 
Hawthorne beaten for pace, Finkle managed to get 


to the ball before the onrushing Kyle Green and the 
striker poked in . 

Four minutes after the break TD lost their leader. 
James Hawthorne was forced off with injury and re¬ 
placed by Lee Clarke pushing Ryan Passey in centre 
half. 

On 58 minutes it was three as Finkle again netted 
for the visitors. 

Joshua Haston made it 4-0 just two minutes later 
as he ran through and rounded Kyle Green to finish 
calmly. 

Shenstone finished the scoring on 87 as Joshua 
Haston got his brace with a smart turn and finish 
past Kyle Green. 


Hales squad were 


baying for blood 



Old Halesonian Owen Jones trying to make headway during the match. Pic Dan Corcoran. 


Old Halesonians 41 Sutton Coldfield 0 
OLD Halesonians had something to 
prove following the first defeat of 
the season against Scunthorpe two 
weeks ago. 

From the kick off Hales were on the front 
foot with strong forward play. The home 
scrummage was too strong for the visitors 
and this was a key theme throughout the 
game. 

Early pressure gave a penalty to Hales which 
full back Chris Hooper slotted to take the lead. 

The Sutton pack were mixing it physically and 
OH flanker Max McFarlane had to leave the field 
for blood treatment. 

More forward pressure from OH with Tom 
King, Loz Breese, Tom Jordan and hooker Pete 
Fitzgerald leading the way was followed by an¬ 
other penalty which Hooper kicked. 

McFarlane returned to strengthen the pack 
which completely dominated the set scrum. 

On 27 minutes a scrum in the visitors 22 saw 
another backwards movement from Sutton re¬ 
sulting in a penalty try awarded, converted by 
Hooper. The home side, despite being in control, 
could not get into their usual stride. 

Flowing 

The backs through Dave Hadkiss at No.9 and 
Oli Rayner at No. 10 could not get the back line 
flowing, although centres Ben Barkley and Andy 
Robinson showed potential with support from 
Carl Robinson and Luke Smith on the wings. 

A pick up by No.8 Owen Jones led to a score 
which was converted by Hooper. 

In the second half OH lowered to the opposi¬ 
tion pace. Their defence was again excellent with 
Jordan putting in some crunching tackles with 
McFarlane, Breese and Carl Robinson. 

One tackle by Jordan on the opposite second 
row was a turning point in the game. 

The Sutton player gathered the ball and ran 
at the OH midfield. Jordan sat his man down in 
his usual manner with a full-on tackle and also 
stripped him of the ball. 

This gave the home side the incentive they 
needed. Loz Breese was replaced by Jay Martin 
who brought some forward momentum. 

Prop Louis Padian came on for Matt Young and 
Andy Holloway for Rayner. 


On 60 minutes tHooper gathered the ball to sprint 
through the defence for a try which he converted. 

Smith on the wing in space out sprinted the oppo¬ 
sition for the bonus point try, converted by Hooper. 

A forward drive forced a scrum collapse by the Sut¬ 
ton pack, the referee awarded a second penalty try. 
This was converted by Hooper for a personal points 
tally of 21 and a crucial win. 

Lichfield 2nds 38 Old Halesonians 2nds 17 


Old Hales struggled all afternoon to get their fair 
share of possession and when they did manage it they 
squandered it on many occasions. 

OH scorers: Tries: Jake Harley-Yeadon, Luke Fen¬ 
ton (2) 

Conversions: Luke Fenton 

Old Halesonians 3rds 21 Worcester 3rds 12 

OH scorers: Tries: Dan Sheasby, Dan Smith (2) 

Conversions: Gaz Price (3) 


Tipton pull 
out the 
draw with 
late strike 

Tipton Town 1 Willenhall Town 1 

A keenly fought local derby saw 
Willenhall take the lead near the 
end only to be pegged back by a 
game Tipton side well into injury 
time. 

This result in itself was a tri¬ 
umph of sorts for the home club 
after an unenviable series of heavy 
losses. 

Early pressure was put on the 
home goal and new keeper Sandip 
Bains punched the ball clear from 
Matt Dorgan’s head following a 
threatening cross from the right 
flank. 

Still calling the tune Willenhall 
may well have netted, home skip¬ 
per, Danny Beilis denying them 
with a timely interception. 

Poor defending by Tipton on 19 
minutes should have been pun¬ 
ished but Eddie Wilson’s curling 
cross just evaded his colleagues. 

In the 25th minute Willenhall 
were awarded a hotly disputed 
penalty and the keeper plunged 
full-length to turn the ball away 
for a corner kick. 

Tipton were clearly gaining 
more in confidence as the game 
progressed and went near to break¬ 
ing the deadlock on 32 minutes. 

Jon Crawford’s searching drive 
fully extending visiting keeper, 
Tim Patterson. 

Tipton’s hearts were seemingly 
broken in the 88th minute after 
avoiding yet another high scoring 
defeat when Carlin at last forced 
the ball home. 0-1 

The home youngsters responded 
with vigour and in a do or die final 
effort equalised in the 92nd minute 
after poor defending by the visitors 
let in substitute Singh-Dosange to 
tie up the scores. 


Dudley keep 
streak going 
with shutout 

Bewdley 0 Dudley sports 2 

DUDLEY Sports continued their 
good run with a hard-earned three 
points at Bewdley . 

The game was played on a wet and 
sticky pitch making good football 
difficult. 

An even first half ended goalless 
after both sides squandered chances. 

Sports started to take control and 
were rewarded in the 60th minute 
when Tom Watkins finished off a 
fine move when shooting home from 
the edge of the box. 

Bewdley tried to get back into the 
game but although having a lot of 
possession never had a single shot 
at goal. 

Sports made sure of the three 
points when Sheppy ran clear to fin¬ 
ish in style. 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 
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Pulis wants 
fans to make 
some noise 

TONY PULIS has asked Albion fans to 
take a leaf out of Norwich’s book and 
ramp up the noise for this Saturday’s 
home game against Leicester. 

With home form patchy and perfor¬ 
mances uninspiring supporters had very 
little to cheer about at The Hawthorns 
before the victory over Sunderland. 

Boos have been heard inside the 
ground during the last two games, at the 
final whistle of the Everton match and at 
half-time against the Black Cats. 

Now Albion have shot up into the top 
half, Pulis is hoping for more supportive 
noises from the fans. 

But he knows his team have to play 
their part too. 

“I just hope and pray that we get a full 
house and our supporters really get be¬ 
hind the lads, because it’s so important,” 
he said. 

“We need to give them a performance 
to get behind us, but we need them 
behind us, and fingers crossed we can 
put in another performance like we did 
(against Norwich).” 

Impressed by the Canaries’ fans, the 
Welshman pointed out the influence 
loud home support can have on swinging 
tight games. 

Carrow Road was jumping for the 
opening stages but Albion weathered 
the early storm before taking control of 
the game. 

“If you heard their supporters, espe¬ 
cially first 20 minutes, they were trying 
to suck the ball in the back of the net,” 
said Pulis. “The crowd were absolutely 
fantastic for them.” 

There were no boos from the travel¬ 
ling Albion fans at Carrow Road, and 
after the game they belted out a rendi¬ 
tion of “Pride of the Midlands, we know 
what we are.” 

With Leicester five places above, the 
Foxes may take issue with that. 

Battling Tivs in a 
triple fightback to 
share the points 

Loughborough Dynamo 3 Tividale 3 

TIVIDALE showed a different side to 
themselves with a steely display and a 
never say die attitude coming back three 
times. 

All this despite receiving a spate of yel¬ 
low cards and a straight red. 

The home side took the lead in the 
32nd minute when the dangerous Lean¬ 
dro Browne played in Luke Edwards and 
he fired home first time past Turner. 

The lead lasted just two minutes when 
McCormack could only beat away a fierce 
Sam Adkins drive, but the ball fell kindly 
to the onrushing midfielder Malachi 
Farquharson who stabbed the ball home. 

On 37 minutes Tividale were reduced 
to 10 men when defender Jordan Cull- 
inane-Liburd was shown a straight red. 

By this time though Tividale had three 
names in the book. From the resulting 
free kick Luke Edwards prodded home 
his and Dynamo’s second.Tividale were 
back on level terms in the 53rd minute 
when an Adkins corner was headed 
home by Sterling. Danny Edwards beat 
Turner. 

Tivs equalised through Chris Sterling. 


Expectations too high, says Lambert 


FORMER boss Paul Lambert reckons expecta¬ 
tion levels at Villa are too high - as the club’s 
search for a new manager continues. 

Frenchman Remi Garde remains favourite to 
replace Tim Sherwood, who was sacked on Sun¬ 
day following a run of six straight defeats which 
has seen them fall to the foot of the Premier 
League. 

Sherwood replaced Lambert in February when 
the club were in the relegation zone, successfully 
leading them to safety by the end of the season. 

He then splashed more than £50million on 
13 new players during the summer, the type of 
spending Lambert could only dream of during his 


Football 


two-and-a-half years at the helm. 

And Lambert, who is yet to return to manage¬ 
ment since leaving Villa, believes the club need 
to get real. 

“The expectancy level outweighs the realism at 
the club at the minute,” he said. “It was very hard 
for me from day one, everyone knew that Randy 
(Lerner) wanted to sell the football club. 

“The most I ever spent was on Christian 
Benteke, I spoke to some really top players but we 
just couldn’t do it. The players I wanted to bring 


to Villa were big players, I spoke to (Romelu) 
Lukaku and (Wilfried) Bony when I was there. 

“That’s what I had to work with, it’s still a 
great club, but it should never be bottom of the 
Premier League.” 

Garde remains Villa’s preferred candidate, 
though continued difficulties in prising the 
49-year-old’s desired backroom team of Gerard 
Baticle and Bruni Genesio away from Lyon, 
where both are currently employed, is forcing the 
claret and blues to keep their options open. 


LATE STRIKE 
DENIES YELTZ 


Amber is hot on the cold stuff 



Schoolgirl Amber Fennell shows off some of her trophies from snow boarding and skiing 


Halesowen Town 1 Mickleover Sports 1 

HALESOWEN dominated for 
much of the game but were de¬ 
nied a third consecutive victory 
after Mickleover equalised. 

Prior to the game a one-minute si¬ 
lence was observed in remembrance of 
long-term supporter Peter Westwood. 

Lively Aaron Daniels caught the visiting de¬ 
fence cold down the centre after just seven min¬ 
utes but his final shot was saved by goalkeeper 
Joshua O’Brien. 

Danny Bragoli’s free-kick then caused danger 
in the opposition rearguard and Keyon Refell’s 
shot was charged down in the good spell of pres¬ 
sure. 

A free-kick from Reece Hales was pushed 
around the post by O’Brien and he was in action 
again when he raced out to head clear and thwart 
Daniels yet again after 23 minutes. 

Reffell met Bragoli’s free-kick with a header, 
only for O’Brien to pluck the ball from the air, 
as the Yeltz continued to have much the better 
of the first half against out-of-form Mickleover. 

Snapshot 

Mickleover’s only real first half threat came 
when a 26th minute snapshot from John 
McGrath was tipped away for a corner by home 
goalkeeper Dan Platt. 

Halesowen finally took a deserved lead in the 
36th minute when Hales used his strength to 
take control and played a superb defence-split- 
ting pass into the penalty area for Daniels to tuck 
the ball past O’Brien. 

Two minutes later a corner from Aaron Grif¬ 
fiths fell to Kyle Morrison on the edge of the 
area and his shot hobbled towards goal through 
a crowd of players before O’Brien was just able to 
react and save the day on his goal-line. 

From the resulting 81st minute corner, Andy 
Dales levelled the scoreline by blasting home 
down the centre of goal through a crowded pen¬ 
alty area. 

Increasingly confident Sports almost snatched 
a late winner but Platt saved from substitute An¬ 
thony O’Neil-Dwyer in the 85th minute before 
the same player drove wide in the final minute 
after picking up a long clearance. 


A YOUNG Halesowen snowboarder and skier 
is whipping up a storm across the continent af¬ 
ter claiming two impressive titles. 

Eight-year-old Amber Fennell slalomed to 
success on her skis in Dublin to claim the Irish 
Open Championships and the European Cham¬ 
pionships in her under-10 age category. 

The Hurst Green Primary School pupil 
started skiing when she was four, but only 
began snowboarding recently and has already 
made an impression on the board. 

The recent Irish and European success is the 
top achievement to date for the youngster, who 
wants to follow in the snow trails of her very 
own idols. She competes in the under-10 age 


category in skiing and under-12 in her snow¬ 
boarding section. 

Amber’s supportive family and No.l fans, 
mum Jenni and nan Dianne, get their own 
thrills from seeing their star chasing her pas¬ 
sion. Dianne said: “I think she’s raced 22 times 
and made the podium in 18 of them. It’s been 
amazing. 

“We had a great weekend in Dublin and for 
Amber to win them both topped it off.” 

But the ambitious youngster isn’t ready 
to stop there. Despite remaining extremely 
grounded, she is keen to reach the very top. 

Her grandmother said.“Her ambition is the 
Winter Olympics.” 


Kristian has 
golden shot 
in Glasgow 

WOLVERHAMPTON’S Kristian Thom¬ 
as warned Great Britain’s rivals there is 
even more to come from the host nation 
in the men’s team final at the World 
Gymnastics Championships in Glasgow. 

Thomas and his team-mates set their 
qualifying benchmark on Sunday, but 
had to wait until Monday night to find 
out if they had finished in the top eight 
to qualify for the final - as well as the 
2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro. 

Despite admitting they had achieved 
their initial goal, the 26-year-old Mid¬ 
lander wants more. 

“Getting the team to Rio was the num¬ 
ber one priority coming here and we’re 
all delighted to have got the job done,” 
said Thomas, who is joined in the team 
by Max Whitlock, Dan Purvis, Louis 
Smith, Nile Wilson and Brinn Bevan. 

“Every member of the team contrib¬ 
uted and we go into the team final know¬ 
ing we have even more to offer to push 
for a medal.” 

Britain racked up an impressive 
354.417 points on Sunday, a tally which 
was only bettered by Japan and China 
from the following qualifying heats. 

That means they will start as one of 
the favourites for a medal, but will have 
to be wary of Russia, USA, Switzerland, 
Brazil and South Korea, who all finished 
within eight-and-a-half points of the 
Brits. 

The team final will spell the end of 
these World Championships for Thomas 
though. 

His 58.432 points from four of the six 
apparatus may have helped Britain into 
the final, but were nowhere near enough 
to qualify him for the all-round individ¬ 
ual final. 

He was ranked 19th in the vault and 
20th on the floor, his best finishes, but 
required a top-eight place to reach the 
final. 

Skipper Richards 
is charged by FA 

VILLA skipper Micah Richards has been 
charged with improper conduct by the 
FA following an incident in the tunnel 
at the end of Saturday’s 2-1 defeat to 
Swansea. 

The Villa Park tunnel could be seen 
shaking from side to side, with Richards 
still angry after a clash with Federico 
Fernandez which happened earlier in 
the game. 

Both of the players have escaped any 
sanctions because of the clash, after the 
FA reviewed video evidence of what hap¬ 
pened on the day. 

However, Richards had until 6pm on 
Thursday to respond to the charge. 


★★★ 
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